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bae gnhiita s vjiis ,oiiw ano^iaq wsi fnB aiTafi'E 

■giiobd ^Bor ^9r[t noiasotoTq JmIi' ot TJJtem nn 
^hnaripa^ Joj ( j*rp^.l5>:v il ^o oatooo aril hi* 

doiJa-Tiaedo ei^H V^a^jrU^Jlirafllii) ad JpJi,<>fl 

:o siorit to aiil ai aaonsTuioDO ijnK ewi'J^.inidi/i 
T, bcn:'q B ji^iro'uit i)jR%j!([ ovEif oilw aijijiinnii -v. 
jiom b:i« Jeamat aiii to ■^iavi)j5iiiqmoo n£»v3 ^Ji ^■■'» 
f'jB bt'OTM ai li ^'jI&oy3i wiaciBib ooulqiiomifri;. 
!o t jBgsaaoq Jnavg lo Y">Jsjrf &nioa tedl noi*?iL!j 



INTRODUCTION. 



Thebe are fBw persons wlio^ afifcer a stiiring and 
actiye life of upwards of a quarter of a centuy^ 
no matter to what profession thej maj l)eloiig, 
as the course of life ad^anoes, do not fieqnentfy 
glance back npon many eyents connected intii 
their past career, with a mixture of feelii^ it 
would be difficult to describe. This observatioD 
the more particularly applies to persons belonging 
to the ^' United Service;" and were many of the 
reminiscences and occurrences in life of those of 
its members' who bave passed throngb a period of 
service even comparatively of the tamest and most 
commonplace character revealed, it is beyond all 
question that some history or event possessed of 
more than ordinary inter^t would be found en*? 
gendered in its relation. 

h 



fiku itEb iibUjriiai39ii]@^s«r^» o^pj^ is, to r giye; an. 
under my QB^li^sefre^jti^]^ th^t 

adiiifeirtiirte; (tlalsi whffe 

of iitniipelithiBlxagfildQentiptiisr^^ .^dodi ai^cdoj^^' 

thsDhneKeietdbittgS) of n^ lirmd^i^i?^^ i^f^tiy^ itai.ihei 
raid(»»icliiite» .field oonbtsKier'^ wbiob l^^ ^on^l^fi of 
niiUlaa^,80]ifd(fe^jempb>pif»e»ti olifk^^jpei^al. Q9|[¥pQ' 
oi<xif^eQBciicnmat;aju)»9, taq«^rbi^efiled'2ftipi./l :; » .1 . 
ifitusMtkei^dj^peolodrirf i07:ili&i Tims jMnqfac^vin^ 

QireDt) thati)i!Qa9itBy.tIieifiTdt|eeti'>cxfi thef;^t)o^ 

QDr it^siididsj 1nitlsiten|^r]b ilni&tHdap^ iiba 

p^flfcfWHTigf faalrier/iiP'.foexs&iBidiiodI Ji^fi ibave 'wbn^y^ 
paflbQcl(«nraj['£rom theRmiisdflr^,t)fl liie peepietiaitlid 

BidbjBcdTrlHib'jtovrdufte ."firilki.^ll.ithei ijalenflity^ <if 
Qtieutal luobe^ thote idiOi^isBre plotisa to thid^e^ 



Gtyvenunent, fi<mi tibe protetiliof^iio^iUileafat iaddl'*' 
gittce, ^6^ eM^dted (to ^f^ ^p^f^ptti^toKi v <• i i . 

coDft, I liave^eiitioiiedthcit I tani iitvidbtedifadriAk^i 

I Was'*f(»tt^a4y afl0ddate«l wlt^p^itidalarcawiiceJ 
A period ^' tWdre <^eMra hius-' e^aedrtubiDfCttoiiie' 
inip4i*ted'ito^^t|ie ^the ilMidei^td :it embodieB, ^jortiim 
the early '{Mirt><6f 1860, i «x«r>>J9i.'ian:.EKigliBh' 
n^mkfwp^y "mBf exkAsitA' firodi a iIVtochvOffioAal 
Jt)tili9&iy.f ubifehed 'lD|y! ordeor of the Judicial lEii*^ 
j^ttilidikiuineof 'tbe^Noxtheom Dc^a^^ 
pitibabiiiijri (for ^be ^poi^e of a^rdiugiigB&eDad'- 
iiifbfxaatiob ugDtulte ssahjeftj to eoabte* an^ryoiii^p 
daiiiiMiQtfl liha(iiin^ht'^bt>in>iex»tBDee t6f coome 
f6r#axdl) ,• stating^ tihaiii I dsBxaiQ bean nuidief 

aflttd iD^piiri6q/ilastkiited;\^ rehrtiiie»^:/(ar 

fpisigiieiSv^Qidiolidiiclbscdi^^dsQmsdv^ betisiudi^ 
tegaoiingreetsremli Ilorgeljsuina^jdf moiiBy^.awi'Otkeiv 
finidsy deoeiwd dcicni tthe!gr<^wudty lofiaii Q&asjn^ itdM^ 
bad rseirsi^ iBiithiIj>aiii(ii«B off 'France •with) qob^ 
rfjdotabte di8tiQftottpB7jiip<rtQr tike' |)6ii<Ml io£<^til0 



Ti iirrBOPUcnoK. 

Consulate, when, owing to a. domestic ealamily of 
a fiightfal and most paiiifal nature, whicli en* 
tailed the necessity of his being confined in a 
Maison de Sant^, &om which he snbseqnentlj 
succeeded in escaping, the amonnt in question, no 
one coming forward to establish any right to its 
succession, had been appropriated by the Goyem* 
ment« 

An additional note gave a slight biographical 
memoir, containing an outline of the singolar 
yicissitudes which had attended the varied exist- 
ence of the officer aUuded to. It sketched briefly 
his career under Napoleon, — ^glanced but slightly 
at the interral which elapsed between his leaving 
the French service, and proceeding to India, as a 
period of which very litdc with any degree of 
oertainly was known, and terminated with a detail 
of several eventful circumstances, which distin- 
guished the short time he remained in that 
country ; his storming the lull fortress, and release 
of the captives it contained, — ^the sudden, and 
bitter, and persevering enmity of the Mahratta 
mler towards him, — ^his concealment in the very 
Zenana of the Bajah, and subsequent marriage 



tot39iJ0wiX/!(/. vli 

In perusing the narrative I liave submitt^^ft 
kte*^%itettfi6tJitt^ kffticled' 'to are the s&ia&'U 

awfflfefiaiiTfo'pbttttky.i" ' •-' "' ''•""" -^''^ ''- 

ifa^^T^fm ^kmn^'iii^'aSnM^^ i'irc<k(iltl'-i 
fe,te<'trftfe 'iSi#aH6i Isfthii i&tife' and ikMeiits 

3ft^ie# aiaP'MKfitiyri, a"firtiKfei''^«eri^i M-~ht 

bap ^iTsbfujg oiIj — ,boiii/;j:TOD j'l -jjvihir^ 'ii' H' 
RttfiiddK oHt lo '{tirnn',» prtrt'i' /-f>i[ l>ifr. •.•.it'O 

GOBUZn ILLTBIA, r • 1 • r r f 

^ lOA /«4^, 1853. 



2 BOMANCE OF MIUTABT LIFE. 

gave them but too many opportunities of exer- 
cising: depredations and inroads were made hy 
one party into the country of the other; towns 
and villages burnt and plundered, and the people 
slaughtered, quarter on either side never being 
asked for or obtained ! The cause of the present 
contest between the two Bajahs was the hand of 
Kishen Kower, the daughter of the Bana of 
Odeypoor, a princess described by every Hindoo 
minstrel and historian as a being of such perfect 
loveliness, that in comparison the beauty of the 
celebrated Jayadevi* was as a mountain rivulet to 
the holy Gunga If In point of courage, activity, 
and military knowledge, perhaps Maun Sing, the 
Bajah of Joudpoor, possessed the advantage over 
his rival ; this, however, was more than counter- 
balanced by Jugguth Sing, the Prince of Jeypoor, 
having engaged the notorious Ameer Khan, at the 
head of a numerous and desperate body of Fatahs, 
to espouse his quarrel. 

A series of bloody but indecisive battles, with 
the ruined and desolate appearance which both 

* Jayadevi, the daughter of Jy Sing, Rajah of Kanooj, the 
subject of many a minstrers tale and lay, was eagerly sought for 
in mairiage by the Princes of Hindostan. Prithee Lai, the 
young and gallant Rajah of Delhi, to whom she was passionately 
attached, decided the contest by carrying her ofif ! 

t Ganges. 
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countries now exhibited, rendered it advisable, 
bowever unwilling both parties may have been to 
such a termination, that peace should be concluded 
on any terms, in preference to the utter depopulation 
of the whole countiy, and rendering it a complete 
desert, which, if the struggle lasted but even a 
short time longer, would inevitably be its fate I 
Ameer Khan also, finding no further plunder was 
to be obtained, and extremely solicitous regarding 
the arrears of pay due to his troops, which unless 
quiet was restored he was well aware never could 
be paid, was urgent for peace : but now that the 
contest had reached its present height, how was it 
to be effected? 

It was on a cold, bright, moonlight evening in 
December, in the year above mentioned, that a 
solitary horseman arrived at a small choultry,* 
three miles distant from the village of Koora. 
Not a single tree was visible, and rich and fertile 
as the soil undoubtedly was, it lay uncultivated, 
while the bones of men and horses scattered 
around, intermixed occasionally with the frag- 
ments of spear, and sabre, and broken matchlocks, 
afforded melancholy proofs of its having been the 
field of one of the late desperate conflicts between 
the two belligerents. 

• Place of reception for travellers. 
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The haneman had no sooner amTcd, dian 
dismoimting, and tying his hoise to one of the 
piOarB of the building, he cast a scrotinising and 
somewhat anzioas ghuioe into the interior, as if 
in seaieh of some object or person it contained, 
and then, as if disappointed, commenced slowly 
pacing np and down in front of his charger. At 
times he stof^ed and appeared bnried in profonnd 
thought ; the moon, whidi shone with the brilliancy 
of an eastern hemisphere, disclosing in the person 
of the stranger, a tall, and apparently stout, and 
powerfiolly set man; his chudder, though folded 
round his turban, did not conceal his countenance, 
which was dark, but extremely handsome. A 
something, however, would have appeared to a keen 
obserrer that did not please, — a covert sneer, and 
a perhaps somewhat sinister expression seemed to 
lurk beneath it: in {istct, in no way can I find 
words to describe it so well as the expression of 
an Irish officer, who saw him a short time after 
the incident about to be related took place, and 
who declared '^ he never saw so handsome a fellow 
with such an iigly look I " 

In a short time the neighing of his charger 
announced the approach of another horseman, who 
was seen advancing at full speed towards the spot. 
Hastily examining his pistols, the stranger drew 
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them from the holsters, and having placed them in 
his sash, awaited the new arrival. A few minutes 
brought him to the choultry, when,— 

"Ameer Khan!" "Adjeit Sing!" pronounced 
by each in a low, cautious whisper, proclaimed the 
mutual recognition. The new-comer was a stout, 
strongly-built man, inclined to corpulency, the 
expression of whose countenance was heavy and 
unintelligent, and on the whole the very reverse of 
what would have been looked for in a person 
to whose name is attached the stigma of so many 
deeds of perfidy and cruelty. The complexion 
was extremely fair, and the deep black eye round 
and full, but of the sa^e unmeaning character as 
the rest of his features. Such is the outline of 
the celebrated predatory leader. Ameer Khan, 
whose apologists assert that the crimes imputed to 
him were committed by his troops, which he at all 
times possessed inclination, but wanted the power 
to restrain. 

" Adjeit Sing," said the latter, " by the soul of 
the Prophet, well met. I have attended your 
summons, and " 

" Before we proceed ftirther," said the Eajapoot, 
abruptly interrupting his companion, " do me the 
favour to follow me a few steps ; conferences of 
this nature," he added as he proceeded eighty or 
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a hundred yards from the building, to a spot 
where it was utterly impossible they could be 
overheard, " should never be held where there is 
any chance, however remote, of a third party being 
present. And now, Ameer ELhan," he concluded, 
as he stopped short, and looked stedfastly in the 
face of his confederate, " what I have to commu- 
nicate is of a nature that three words will suffice to 
explain — Alt, is lost!" 

" How, — when?" said the Mussulman aghast. 

'^ Simply this — ^the Bana is inflexible ; the Bajah 
of Kooradoor, Sugeram Sing, by what means I 
know not, has obtained information of what our 
intentions are ; his own bands are already in the 
saddle, and he is urging him at once to decide in 
favour of one of the rival princes, who, aided by 
the troops of Odeypoor, will soon terminate the 
contest; so that unless some measures are taken, 
and those of a decided nature, my head falls, and 
you will be driven back to your barren plains 
of Affghanistan, if indeed the British Grovem- 
ment do not prevent the necessity of such a move- 
ment." 

" And this," said Ameer Khan, " is the result 
of your boasted influence over the Eana?" 

"I perhaps was wrong," said Adjeit Sing, 
coolly, " in supposing he actually had one feeling, 
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possessed even by the wild beasts of the forest, — 
a regard for his own oflbpring. But instead of 
idling away time in useless recrimination, let us 
devise some expedient to extricate ourselves from 
our pres^it predicament." 

**By the beard of the Prophet," said Ameer 
Khan, " nothing can I think of: my followers are 
already in a state of open mutiny, and if the money 
is not very shortly forthcoming, in their present 
humour they might perchance mistake the country 
of Odeypoor for their own, and exercise their 
rights accordingly." 

^^ And much that would avail them, opposed in 
their present rabble state, with their half-starved 
horses, to men led by such a soldier as Sugeram 
Sing, — ^not to mention the probability, even sup- 
posing he were worsted, of his calUng upon the 
British officer commanding the troops encamped 

at M , who, I have good reason to know, has 

received the orders of his Government to march at 
his requisition." He paused for a moment, and 
scanned the countenance of his companion with 
intense eagerness, when, perceiving his words had 
produced the desired effect, he continued, " Come, 
my friend, we understand each other, — ^the districts 
you have promised, — my office of Dewan,* and 

* Chief Hioister. 
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even life itself is forfeited, should our plans be 
discovered before they axe ripe for execution," 

^' Bat bow, in the name of Eblis, has this sudden 
turn occurred?" 

" Listen, and you shall hear. We both thought 
we had a weak, imbecile old man to contend with, 
to whom we need only make a proposition, no 
matter of what nature, to have it acceded to. 
When, after reverting to the probability of the 
utter extinction of the Eajapoot name and honour, 
if the present contest continued, I hinted at the 
death of his daughter as the only way of ter- 
minating it,— I wish you had seen him,— by 
Ishwax! it Lmed as if the slumbering spikt of 
fourscore years had been aroused, and started up 
in that one single moment. *Adjeit Sing,' said 
the old man, ' is it thus thou treatest thine over*- 
indulgent sovereign, and proposest to him the 
death of the child of his bosom ? he who hath 
made thee what thou art, and hath so often 
shielded thee from thy deserved portion — deajth? 
Out from my sight, thou man of blood I I am old 
and feeble — ^but mark me, the avenger is not far 
distant ! ' The spirit of death itself, indeed, ap« 
peared to speak from the mouth of the old man, 
I retired from his presence, and a short time 
afterwards was informed of a despatch having 
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been sent off to Sngeram Sing of KooradooTy to 
raise his followers, and come at their head to the 
Durbar* to-morrow, — ^for whcU purpose I am too 
well assured: it was to tell thee this my signet 
reached yon. And now for our plans to counteract 
the doom that is about to descend on our heads." 

Ameer Khan looked blank with dismay, as he 
replied falteringly, " What can be done at this short 
warning, far surpasses my ability to conceiye." 

^^ A truly wise and sagacious leader is he," said 
the Bajapoot chieftain with a sneer, '^ who, because 
his spear misses at the first cast, gives up the 
attempt I — But answer me ; know you not of another 
Sajapoot female in the Anderoonf of the Bana?'' 

'^ None that I am aware of, unless it is the old 
Chand Bhye,} in whom Alia in his wisdom has 
vested the soul of Eblis, as some amends for the 
female spirit with which he has imbued her 
brother ; but she^ methinks, is not likely at three- 
score years of age to be accepted as a substitute 
for the young Peri ?" 

'^ It is to her that I allude, and she may be of 
more service to us in this matter than you are 
aware of. Tou are right in the conclusion you 
have drawn regarding her; whatever her brother the 

* Court or CounciL f Haram, or female apartments. 

t PrincesB. 
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Bana lacks of the old Bajapoot spirit is more thaa 
compensated by what she possesses; haughty, 
high-minded, with a blind devotion to all the 
customs and manners of her race, to her we must 
trust for the accomplishment of our plans: the 
princess, too, herself, is not deficient in a high, 
visionary sense of honour ; and this feeling, worked 
upon by her aunt, wiU in all probability prove 
successfiiL'' He took a few turns, and then again 
stopped short, and addressing his companion, said 
in a low, suppressed voice, « To-morrow our des- 
tinies will be decided ; long before the time for the 
assembly of the Durbar I will see her." 

''But what," said Ameer Khan hesitatingly, 
" if she vnll not drink the potion f^^ 

"Then," returned the Bajapoot fiercely, "my 
dagger must speed the business — one of us must 
perish!" 

With a cold thrill of mingled joy and horror, 
the Mussulman saw the traitor depart, and shortly 
after, mounting his horse, returned to his own 
camp. 

The sun rose with his usual splendour, and as 
its rays pierced the apartments of the Zenana 
appropriated to the young princess, it beheld her 
descend to the gardens of the palace to which they 
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adjoined. It was impossible to conceiye a creature 
more beautiful, or one who walked in such unparal- 
leled loveliness, — ^the half opened, rich, full coral 
lip disclosed two rows of teeth, that riyalled in 
whiteness the ivory of the desert, or the pearls of 
Bassein ; while her full, large, dark eye excelled in 
tenderness and expression the antelope of Yemen;* 
her hair falling in clusters of jettj and luxuriant 
tresses down her neck and shoulders, completed the 
picture of the Eastern beauty. She was deadly 
pale, and thougli somewhat calmed by the cold of 
the morning air, still exhibited the agitation of a 
person suffering from overwrought excitement 

This had been caused by a fearful dream the 
night before, in which the goddess Mahadevi had 
appeared to her, and in a dark and threatening 
manner had announped an appalling and dreadful 
doom as hovering over the whole family, unless 
some propitiatory blood-offering was tendered on 
her altars. As she wandered mid the shrubs and 
flowers her thoughts reverted to the contest between 
the two Bajahs for her hand, and the disastrous 
consequences which had followed, some of the par- 
ticulars of which had reached her, — could she be 
the sacrifice required by the Divinity for its termi- 
nation? She thought of her kind and affectionate 

* Arabia Felix. 



12 BOMAKCE OF MILirABY LIFE. 

{kther, of his braye and gallant nobles, and of bis 
lojal and chivalrons people, who would spnm the 
execrable superstition. Beassured by these reflec- 
tions, afiber a short ramble she returned to the 
palace. 

Seated in her luxuriant bower, adorned by her 
doting parent with all the art and ornament of 
Frangestan, while singing some of the wild songs 
of her native hills, accompanying the melody of 
her voice with the soft sweet notes of the kanioon,* 
the princess was roused by an approaching foot- 
step, — she listened, a suppressed whisper was heard, 
and the opening door gave entrance to her aunt, 
the Chand Byhe, followed by the Dewan, Adjeit 
Sing ! A feeling of dread, so often undefinable to 
the many who experience it, shot across the unfor- 
tunate girl as she beheld these ministers of evil. 

Stem resolution, fixed and immovable, was pic- 
tured in the eye of the elder princess, whose stately, 
upright figure, unbent by age, and firm step, (the 
which, had it not been for her hair of almost silvery 
whiteness, would have led the spectator to have 
supposed her at lea&t thirty years younger,) formed 
a singular contrast to the haggard look and 
tottering step of her powerful and muscular com- 
panion I 

* A kind of guitar. 
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As Kishen Kower gazed from one to the other, 
and with a look of Bonl-moTing entreaty towards 
the chieftain to supplicate for his protection, which 
not even the tiger of the forest could have dis- 
regarded, her aunt advanced towards her, and 
removing a cloth £rom a small covered tray which 
the Dewan carried, disclosed a bowl and dagger ! 

" Daughter of the Sun," said the Bhye in a firm 
but hollow tone, " at whose birth Adversity presided, 
'tis thine to save from extinction the race of thy 
divine ancestry; better that one life, though so be- 
loved, should be sacrificed, than that Brahma's 
chosen race upon earth should be exterminated I" 
Adjeit Sing fixed his eyes upon his victim with 
the deadly gaze of the rattle-snake, as he waited 
her reply. — " Dost thou hesitate, girl?'* continued 
the Bhye, fiercely, "Choose, degenerate minion! 
and that quickly." 

"For mercy, mercy!" shrieked the unhappy 
victim, " grant me but one short hour's respite, and 
let me see my father." 

" Thy father, — " returned her aunt, " the dege- 
nerate Bajapoot, the imbecile sovereign, the pitiful 
representative of a long line of divine warriors,— call 
not upon him, — ^thy hour is come ! " 

" Yet hear me, cruel as thou art, — ^let me but take 
leave of my father — ^my kind, indulgent father — 
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and thea if my life can in any way benefit my race, 
let it be given up." The Bhye paused irresolutely, 
and looked towards the minister. 

" Never," he exclaimed with ferocity, " never ! 
what must be done, must be done speedily." 

"Adjeit Sing, my father's favourite, and my 
unprovoked enemy, you whom your sovereign has 
loaded with honours, and exalted above his nobles, 
what require you at my hands ?" 

" Tour life," he said, with the same gloomy 
fierceness, at the same time grasping the hilt of his 
dagger, his fiend-like purpose utterly unmoved by 
this pathetic appeal of his unfortunate victim. 

" My child," said the Bhye with more gentle- 
ness, but in the same firm tone she had hitherto 
used, " the cause, however innocent, of this bloody 
war, your evil destiny prevails, and you MUST die- 
there is no alternative : — ^but remember the glories 
of our race, and let not the vile passion Fear — ^the 
coward's portion— distujb the few remaining mi- 
nutes you have left." 

"And is there no hope, no help near, Adjeit 
Sing?" said the unhappy young girl, turning to 
the minister: "art thou a father? hast thou any 
children that look up to thee ? — think, then, upon 
what you would suffer were they to be torn from 
you." She raised her streaming eyes to heaven as 
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she concluded tliis appeal, which touched eyen his 
obdurate heart. " Will you," she continued im- 
ploringly, << consign to destruction one who never 
injured you, the daughter of your sovereign? he 
will require my blood at your hands, and though 
old and feeble, still prove capable of avenging me. 
Even should he fail," she continued with more 
energy — ^for a portion of the spirit of the haughty 
race from which she drew her birth animated even 
her gentle nature — " some nobles of the Bajapoot 
race will still be found who will not let this stigma 
rest upon the name of the children of the Sun 
unrequited." 

A distant trampling of horse struck upon the 
ear. " He ia come ! — now, or I am lost," exclaimed 
the Dewan, as, rushing towards the unfortunate 
princess, he brandished the dagger aloft. She 
eluded his grasp, and shrieked for help, but Adjeit 
Sing had previously removed all the guards to 
a distance ; — he seized her, — ^the weapon was de- 
scending, when by a desperate effort she extricated 
herself from his hold ! 

" Stop I " she exclaimed, despair at length as- 
suming its sway, while the flush of maddened fever 
ovierspread her hitherto pallid countenance : — " since 
my fate is sealed, and I must die, let it be in a 
manner worthy of my race :— give me the cup." 
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Her aunt advanced, and placed it in her hand, — ^it 
shook not; whatever fear may have previonsly 
possessed her, it now appeared to have subsided ; 
she fixed her eyes upon them, the flush had dis- 
appeared, and given way to more than her former 
paleness I '^ This, then, is the marriage to which 
I was foredoomed, and this will be my bridal bed. 
To yott," addressing her aunt, " who are the cause 
of my death from a mistaken sense of honour, I 
pray that the great Brahma in his mercy may 
extend his forgiveness. — ^To yow," looking towards 
Adjeit Sing, " who cut short the life of an innocent 
person who never injured you, the daughter of 
the man to whom you owe everything in life; to 
you I leave the pangs of your own feelings as your 
greatest punishment, and the fittest retribution. — 
Now, farewell to life — ^farewell, oh ! my father." — 
She raised the cup to her lips, and draining it to 
the very bottom, almost immediately fell senseless 
on the rich Persian carpet! 

The actors in this execrable business gazed first 
on their hapless victim, and then on each other as 
they hastily quitted the apartment, with mixed, 
and very different feelings : on the harsh and in- 
flexible features of the Bhye a degree of emotion 
and sorrow might be traced, rarely, perhaps never 
before, perceptible in that stem and forbidding 
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countenance; while a feeling of joy, mingled too late 
with the bitterest feelings of remorse, found its way 
to the heart of the cruel, ambitious minister. 

There was a slight convulsive shudder, a fidnt 
groan, and with a smik that irradiated her inno- 
cent, angelic countenance, the pure spirit of the 
unhappy victim escaped its earthly tenement, — 
and she lay a corpse ! The slave who first entered 
the apartment, said, that during her life-time her 
young and beautiful mistress had never appeared 
so lovely, which made her at first inclined to dis- 
iDclieve the report of her death, and imagine she 
was in a profound sleep, though three or four hours 
afterwards the body changed colour, and was 
covered with red and black spots, which left no 
doubt as to the mode of her death. 

A dead silence prevailed throughout the wide 
and populous city : men gazed moumftdly at each 
other, but spoke not a word ; the shops were shut, 
the bazaars and public places deserted, — it seemed 
as if some great national calamity had occurred ! 
Begirt by his chieftains and nobles, the Rana sat 
in the chamber where the Durbar held its meetings, 
and here the same death-like silence prevailed. 
The countenance of the Prince exhibited the ap- 
pearance of the most perfect idiocy, the dreadful 

C 
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intelligence lumng proved too much for his leaaon 
to sustain ; while in the features of those aronnd, • 
struggle of conflicting passions mig^t be tcaoed,-* 
fear, distrust, and indignatioii mmgling in the 
breasts of some of the most daring, with the fierce 
burning of revenge. 

Adjeit Sing sat on the right of the Bana, his 
countenance fixed on the ground, wearing an as- 
sumed expression of humility and sorrow, thou^ 
the glance of exultation which at intervals flashed 
from his eje expressed how ill the dissimulation 
was sustained. 

A heavy tread, as of some one approaching, was 
the prelude to the entrance of a noble, martial- 
looking figure, on whose gallant bearing it was 
impossible to gaze without awe and admiration. 
His age might be about fifty; his fierce, dilating 
eye, firm and haughty step, as he strode into the 
hall, his erect, martial, and muscular built form, 
showed him as a person of no common description ; 
his dress was perfectly plain, without any ornament, 
but the pistols and dagger in his belt, with his 
shield and sabre, were of the most splendid and 
costly eastern manufacture, richly mounted in gold, 
and inlaid with precious stones. He cast a stem 
glance around, and then walking towards the 
throne without any of the obeisances required by 
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oriental etiquette, demanded, " Soveareign of Odey- 
poor^ head of the diyine race, ia it true, whal thy 
people relate, — and haa the pride and flower -pf the 
Biga|)oot tribes been aacrKfioed on the altar of 
assassination?^' 

The Bana answered not, but tuned on hiim a 
vacant staxe, as if unable to comprehend what was 
addressed to him; but the Dewan rising, whilst his 
eyes glanced with malicious triumph, exclaimed, 
'' Who is it in the house of mourning that intrades 
with ill-timed damoor upon tiie grief of « parent 
and his children?^ 

'^ Adjeit Sing," said the warrior with contempt 
taous impatience, ^* it is I, — ^I, Sugeram Sing, of 
Eooradoor, that put the question, — ^I demand to 
know if the Fiinoeas Eashen Eower, (^ Odeypoor, 
is aUve?" 

" She is n*^," said Adjeit Sing in reply, his voice 
sinking almost to a whisper, while an universal 
diudder of hoaor pervaded the whole room; '^ the 
princess," he added, in a louder tone, '^ ever mind- 
ful of the glory and honour of the Bajapoot race, 
to prevent its utter extermination, hath undertaken 
a voluntary death, with the sanction and approba* 
tion of her fistther and sovereign," 

" And this is true?" said Sugeram Sing, appeal- 
ing to the assembly. 
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." It is— it is," he was answered throughout. 

For one moment only he seemed paralysed with 
horror; in the next, unbuckling his arms, he 
advanced, and laying them at the foot of the 
throne, and addressing the Rana, pronounced with 
stem dignity : — " I was not fifteen years of age 
when I first assumed those arms ; within a year 
of that period the Affghan leader Affsool Khan 
fell by my hand ; they were then, as they have 
ever since been, devoted to your service; they 
were the grateful tribute of his sovereign to my 
ancestor, who singled out and slew the ablest 
general of the great Acbar at Chittore,* in the 
presence of both armies ; by him were they vowed 
to the service of his prince and country, and 
faithfully have his descendants performed that 
vow. 'Tis past now, and I resign them into the 
hands of those from whence they were given ; 
my career is ended, and I bid adieu for ever to 
bright arms and glory: — But why upbraid thee^ 
poor, desolate, heart-stricken old man, the mere 
ool of a villain of the blackest die! " His eyes 
glared with fury. " Murderer ! " he shouted, as with 
the sure and deadly spring of the tiger he rushed 
upon the terror-struck Adjeit Sing, and dragged 

* For an account of thia celebrated Siege, see Dow*8 History 
of Hindostan. 
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him to the ground, while one universal, execration 
against the homicide echoed through the spacious 
kail. " I. will not kiU thee," he continued, as he 
gazed upon the pallid features of the Dewan ; '^ no, 
the honour of the family of Kooradoor would be 
stained by having the blood of such a miscreant 
on its hands ; jet hear me" — ^he released the grasp 
on his throat, and spumed him with his foot — 
" hear me," he continued, " you who have wrought 
this stigma on the Bajapoot name and honour, — and 
credit my words, for they are as true as if they 
issued from the mouth of Brahma himself— May 
your life, sleeping or waking, be ever one per- 
petual source of misery, both to yourself and all 
comiected with you ; may your heart be lacerated 
by the keenest pangs remorse can inflict; from 
henceforth your marriage-bed shall be barren, and 
your present oflfspring Uve but to curse their 
execrable parent, and die ! " 

He ceased — a confused murmur ran through the 
assembly, but he heeded it not, and turning upon 
his heel strode out of the room ; the trampling of 
the horses of his followers shortly after aimouncing 
his departure. 

The Bana did not long survive the loss of his 
daughter, the affairs of his kingdom, from the 
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period of her death, being left entirely to his 
ministetB and nobles. 

The contest between the two Bajahs of Jeypoor 
and Joudpoor, thns checked by the death of the 
princess, was effectually concluded by the powerful 
intervention of the British G^ermnent. 

Ameer Khan was disappointed in the expecta- 
tions he had formed upon the death of the princess, 
by the advance of a British force. He subsequently 
entered into a treaty, by which he engaged to 
disband the hordes of predatory horse, of which 
he was the leader, provided several valuable 
and extensive districts, which he then held, were 
secured to him and his descendants in perpetuity. 
Unaccountable as it mav seem, this was acceded 
to ; and this man, the most contemptible foe the 
British Government ever encountered in India, 
stained with every crime that debases human 
nature, enjoyed for years the fimits of his villanies, 
and resided at Tonk Ameerapoora, which he made 
his capital, and where he subsequ^itly died at an 
advanced age. 

Sugeram Sing, Baja of Kooradoor, Uved to the 
period of nearly thirty years after the event we 
have related, but never could be prevailed upon 
to resxmie his arms, or take any part in the 



KI8H£N KOWEB. 23 

diatnrbanoes of the comitiy. Faithful to his tow, 
he resided at his hill-fort of Kooradoor, from which 
he never stirred to mingle in public life, denying 
himself even the pleasures of the sports of the 
field. 

Adjeit Sing survived but to experience the truth 
of the curse pronounced against him. Driven from 
his office of Dewan, and obliged to live in retire- 
ment from the horror his presence everywhere 
excited, he dragged on a wretched existence. His 
family all died young, with the exception of one 
son, in whom all'* his hopes were centered : he, 
however, regarded his father with abhorrence, and 
shortly afterwards died suddenly, without any 
apparent illness. This event, which the super- 
stitious people regarded as the fulfilment of the 
award dero^ceda^nsthimfor his crimes, proved 
the death-wanrant of the murderer himself, who, 
haggard and attenuated by long sickness, and 
gnawed by the acutest pangs of remorse, shortly 
afterwards expired in the greatest agonies of mind 
and body, the subject of universal execration I 
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The evening was setting in with a light cool 
breeze, towards the end of October 1815, upon one 
of those numerons arid plains, between the Jumna 
and the Sutlege. As usual in the interval between 
the termination of the monsoon, or rainj season, 
and the setting in of the cold weather, the day had 
been intensely hot, and partaking of that oppres- 
sive sultriness, which is the more severely felt by 
the European resident in India, than even during 
the period when the fiery land-windB preyaiL A 
gentle breeze, however, at this moment was wafted 
across the wide expanse of land, which forms the 
subject of the opening of our narrative, imparting 
to the air a delicious and refreshing coolness. 
Far as the eye could reach, with one exception 
only, not a living object, not a tree was visible ; 
while not a sound broke upon the stillness that 
prevailed ; and as far as regarded any subject for 
the attraction of passing remark or interest, a 
person might as well have been on the broad 
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bosom of the ocean itself, so complete was the 
solitude that reigned aromid. On all sides the 
horizon was clear and nnintermpted, except in the 
one spot already alluded to, which, dose on its 
extreme verge in the north-west quarter, appeared 
in the distance to be a belt of low thick jungle. 
It was in the opposite direction to this that the 
solitude was eventually broken by the appearance 
of several figures on the scene. 

First three or four were indistinctly visible ; these 
were succeeded by others ; and then followed by 
what possessed the appearance of a dark, compact 
mass. And now the sunbeams flashed upon 
blight arms and accoutrements, the scarlet uniforms 
became visible, and the whole party were distinctly 
manifest as that of a subaltern's guard, forming a 
treasure escort. From the strength of the detach- 
ment, the amount was apparently in gold, contained 
in two Hght tumbrils only, each drawn by six fine 
Strong bullocks. The soldiers were ranged so as 
to envelop both in their march, with the exception 
of a few forming the usual flanking parties, with 
their advanced and rear guards. These, however, 
in consequence of the wholly open nature of the 
ground they were traversing, had gradually fallen 
back so as to be within hearing of the song, or 
narrative, with which some of the party in turn 
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beguiled the tedium of the march, aa thej moved 
merrily onward. 

The road lay direet through the belt of jungle 
we have previously- allude to, the foliage of which 
seemed to loom in the distance much higher and 
thicker as they approached it The rays of the 
setting sun were shining brightly on the summits 
of the trees, as the detachment came within rather 
more than a quarter of a mile of the entrance, 
when the main body suddenly came to a halt, and 
a momentary silence ensued. — ^What has occurred? 
Nothing — ^the flanking parties and advanced guard 
still kept moving onward, and a casual spectator 
might have been led to suppose it was merely for 
the purpose of creating a wider range of distance 
between themselves and their comrades; the 
military eye, however, woidd at once have seen 
that they were a well-trained band, and though 
there may have been but little probability of 
danger being near, the ground in front of them 
was admirably adapted for concealing it, and 
therefore it behoved them to be warily on the 
alert, to unmask, or give due warning of its 
approach. As they moved onward, therefore, with 
no perceptible difference in their apparently care* 
less, yet steady bearing, the occasional clank of 
a ramrod was heard springing the musket, to 
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ascertain that the charge was well-rammed home, 
while the lock was keenly scrutinised, to see if the 
flint was in order and the pan well filled. 

Within a few minutes the word " Forward ! '* 
again was issued, and the young subaltern com- 
manding the party pushed forward his mettlesome 
Arab to a hand-gallop. He is young in years, 
eighteen summers have apparently scarcely yet 
passed over him ; but he has the sharp, quick eye 
of energy and daring, and the bronze colour of 
his cheek, but little according with the blue eye, 
and long, light, waving hair of his British father- 
land, would seem to intimate that scenes of danger 
and warfare to him, young as he is, axe anything 
but new. Eeining up his steed, and unslinging 
his glass, he swept the scene before him, gazing 
with intense earnestness, as if he would pierce 
through the dense mass of foliage that darkened 
in front Apparently satisfied with his scrutiny, 
he returned to his men. 

They were now within two hundred yards of 
the jungle; the sun had disappeared behind the 
trees, though occasionally its rays would burst 
forth with a dazzling brightness in the interstioes 
of the dark mass before them. One of these, with 
a momentary brilliancy, almost resembling a flash 
of lightning, apparently so peculiarly attracted the 
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joung Commander's notice, that he was on the 
point of drawing the attention of his white-bearded 
soubahdar, who rode a few paces behind him, 
towards it, when on turning for that purpose, he 
observed the veteran was also gazing upon the 
spot from which it issued, with an earnestness 
expressive of the strongest degree of suspicion ; 
while almost at the same instant, the havildar 
commanding the advance raised his fusee high in 
air to a perpendicular position, as a signal of 
alarm, a movement that was quickly followed bj 
some fifteen or twenty vivid flashes, which suc- 
cessively parting in apparently quick, but deliberate 
aim, terminated in a voUey of matchlocks, the 
leaden shower from which came crashing and 
tearing among the main body of the detachment. 
Close, and well-directed as the fire had been, it was 
not so deadly in its e£fects as might have been 
anticipated, though the reason of this was very 
speedily explained in every one of the carriage 
bullocks being at once struck to the ground, the 
evident intention of the hidden assailant being, to 
arrest the progress of the treasure and prevent its 
escaping in the meUe. 

" Close up, my lads," shouted the young lieu- 
tenant ; " bugles, recal skirmishers." 

The shrill blast of the instrument had scarcely 
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given forth the order, and the men ftom front and 
rear had barely hurried up in breathless haste to re- 
join their ranks, when the jungle seemed to be alive 
with armed men, and the levelled lance blades and 
gleaming sabres of at least three hundred horsemen 
flashed out, as issuing forth with loud shouts, they 
rode full speed towards the devoted little band, 
scarcelynumbering five and forty bayonets. Silent 
and steady they stood, their eye glancing alter- 
nately from their advancing enemy to their leader, 
who had only time to whisper the old soubahdar, 
" Our chance is indeed desperate, but our only plan 
is to keep them from closing, for, if I mistake not, 
these men are something more than ordinary 
Decoits."* 

The assailants had ranged up to within eighty 
yards of their adversaries, when the word " Fire ! " 
rung out from the British detachment, the prelude 
to a sheet of flame, the force of which told with 
fearful effect upon the former. Upwards of twenty 
saddles were vacant ; some of the party came to a 
dead halt, while the speed of the rest was materially 
diminished. But a tall, commanding figure sprang 
with the rapidity of lightning from his dead 
charger, which had fallen pierced to the heart by a 
musket shot, and vaulting upon another that had 

• Robbers. 
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lost itB rideTi he waved his men (mwardaL There 
was a tremendous rush, a fearful craah, another 
vollejy aiid then the sabre and bajronet came into 
active and deadly play. 

The Seapoys fought with all the vigour of des- 
peration, animated by the example of their young 
leader, who was evidently beloved by his men, as 
more than one was cut down in endeavouring to 
save him, instead of attending to his own immediate 
adversary; but the odds were too great to hope 
for either safety or retreat^ and the £Edl of their 
commander, who, after gallantly sabreing with his 
own hand two of his assailants, was unhorsed and 
severely wounded by a lance, induced the few 
remaining men of the detachment left unwounded 
to listen to the voice of the leader of their 
assailants, who repeatedly called on them to cease 
a useless resistance, and save their own lives, at 
the same time shouting to his own followers to 
forbear. 

A single glance was sufficient to show that a 
further continuance of the conflict was absolute 
madness, not fifteen men of the whole detadiment 
remaining standing. The lieutenant was bleeding 
proAisely from a wound in his side, his features in 
their pallor almost leading to the belief that his 
young days were nuihbered ; the white locks of the 
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old soubahdar were Btained with blood, as he lay 
seiiBeless bom a severe sabre cut ; two of the non- 
ccmmissioned officers had fidlen, and, with the 
exception of the number above specified, the rest 
of llie detachment lay around the charge they had 
so well defended ; while of their adventaries, thongh 
they had suffered severely in their first onset, firom 
the moment the conflict had assumed its more 
deadly and close character, scarcely a man had 
fallen, and they now stood forth, at least two 
hundred and fifty well-equipped and well-mounted 
men. 

Slowly and reluctantly the survivors recovered 
their arms, the which they were not called upon to 
surrender, and leaning sullenly upon them observed 
the actions of their foes, which they no longer 
possessed the power to oppose. They were prompt 
and ready, evidently expressive of the whole affair 
having been as skilfully and deliberately planned, 
as it was boldly and daringly executed. A single 
horseman rode from the party back into the jungle, 
and a few minutes afterwards twelve horses in 
artillery harness issued from it, six of which were 
speedily attached to each of the tumbrils. During 
this period, the chief of the band, and several of his 
followers, had dismounted, and were occupied in 
rendering what service they coidd to the wounded. 
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the young officer in partienlax being the object of 
especial care to the former, who, raising him from 
the ground, placed him in a half sitting position 
against a dead horse, and then unfolding his own 
cummerbund,* wound it tightly round him, over 
his wounded side. 

On this being accomplished, the assailants, at 
a signal from their chief, formed up round the 
tumbrils, and as if careless of, or defying pursuit, 
set off towards the jungle at a slow and deliberate 
pace, carrying their killed and wounded with them, 
he himself turning towards the detachment previous 
to following them, and calling out in a fine, clear, 
manly voice, "In three hours you will receive 
assistance from your own people ; remain, there- 
fore, tranquilly by your fallen comrades till it 
arrives. On the head of the despoiler and oppressor 
rest the blood that has been shed this day, and 
not on mine ! " 

The fame of this daring exploit soon became 
noised throughout the whole of northern India; 
the natives everywhere spoke of it as one of many 
acts embodying a just retribution; Europeans 
alluded to it with astonishment, and, spite of anger 
and prejudice (especially among the military) 
strongly intermingled with admiration, while in 

* A fold of cloth wound round the body similarly to a sash. 
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speaking of the author of an enterprise executed 
with so much courage and intelligence, all parties 
united with one voice in exclaiming, ^^ Omeer 
Singy 

And who was the being whose name had acquired 
such extraordinary celebrity as a subject for terror 
and wonder throughout the country, and who 
treated with scorn and defiance alike the mandates 
and the strength of that all-absorbing and won- 
derful power, before which the mightiest princes of 
Hindostan had been compelled to succumb ? 

Omeer Sing was the petty !Rajah of a tract of 
territory bordering upon the Province of RohUcund, 
inhabited by a fierce and warlike race, devoted to 
his interests. During the campaigns of Lord Lake 
against the Mahrattas in 1803, he had served 
against the British . forces, though, as it was as- 
serted, if not with reluctance, at least not with the 
enterprising spirit which might have been expected 
from his character, and most assuredly not with 
the fierce and daring energy that he had recently 
displayed. It was, indeed, very generally believed, 
that like many of the Bajapoot chieftains, he was 
not over friendly to their rulers of Northern India, 
and if he acquiesced in their sovereignty, it was 
more from policy, and the inability to maintain a 

D 
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sacoefleM lesistanee, thftn anj other motive; & 
mippoeitioii that wad more than cortoboiaAed hy 
Ae alacrity with which he gave in his a^esion to 
the British govenmient, on the conclusion of the 
brilliant and successfbl campaigns that tenmnated 
in the expulsion of the Mahiattas. 

How he subsequently first bteame embroiled 
with the former power it is difficult to say, though 
rumour ascribedit to claims on the-psrt Ci[ mn-disant 
distant relatives, (of whom till ihat moment the 
chieftain had never heard,) upon the extensive 
Zemindarry which he held, the which Was followed 
tip by whispered insinuations of the discovery of 
secret and treasonable correspondence by the En- 
glish authorities, with the Mahratta confederacy^ 
even then preparing for a renewal of the desperate 
struggle by which they sought, at a later period, 
to regain the supremacy they had lost. 

Whatever degree of truth may have been %U 
tached to the reasons asserted, one thing waa 
certain, and this was, that the Bajah was suddenly 
deprived of the whole of his extensive estates, the 
which were assigned to the various claimants pre* 
viously mentioned. Of this decree there seemed to 
be but one opinion (except among the clique of Bed 
Tapists in whom it originated,) in regard to its im* 
policy and indecent haste, if not positive injustice ; 
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and seTeral among tbe Britush authorities, whose in- 
fonnation was deemed the Bluest in rQga]:d to its truth 
and aocuiacj, remonstrated in the strongest terms 
against the measure. As usual their representations 
were unheeded, and when they were succeeded 
hj intimations of the evils which w^e likelj to 
prove the result, and which very speedily followed^ 
haughty reproof was the sole answer condescended 
to be given in reply; the which was the more paorti- 
cularly administered to the gentleman who exercised 
the office of Assistant Political Agent of the district, 
and was the Commanding Officer of the regiment 
of irregular horse quartered on that part of the 
frontier ; who, from having been employed there for 
a series of years, and being very generally supposed 
to be be^tter informed upon the subject than any- 
body else, was, as a natural consequence, deemed by 
the Calcutta officials to be wholly tmacquainted 
with it, glossing ov» their own ignorant foUy, and 
the mischiefs arising from it, by the declaration, 
that it appeared to them the intimacy subsisting 
between the deposed chieftain and Major Treton, 
the officer in question, had contributed greatly 
to influence his opinion upon the question. 

At first the prosecution against him was met on 
the part of the Bajah with respectM remonstrance, 
but this being totally unheeded, resistance quickly 
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succeeded, at first passive, but speedily followed by 
opposition of so vigorous a nature, that on the 
decree for his deposition being issued, the presence 
of a strong military force, with a battery of artilleiy, 
was deemed requisite to enforce it. 

Beloved by his retainers and dependents, as the 
Bajah departed from the fort of his ancestors they 
quitted their fields and villages. Sabres, lances, 
and saddles were very quickly brought into vigorous 
requisition, and the whole territory soon became an 
absolute desert, for whoever settled themselves upon 
it were either driven off by bands of horsemen too 
numerous to be resisted, or their crops were laid 
waste and destroyed. Detachments of the militaiy 
were ordered out, among them Treton's brilliant 
horse; their leader, — stung, perhaps, by the innuendo 
conveyed in the last communication addressed to 
him ; or no, — actuated by that true spirit which 
distinguishes the British soldier, which impels him 
under any circumstances to fulfil his duty, straining 
every nerve to put down his former friend and his 
daring followers. All was, however, unsuccessfid ; 
matters proceeded from bad to worse, — ^the chief- 
tain had been outlawed, and a large price set 
tipon his head ; but so far from being crushed, his 
followers seemed every day to increase in numerical 
strength and courageous resolution ; valuable con- 
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voys were captured, treasure detachments attacked, 
and at length, on the snecessful issue of the daring 
enterprise the relation of which opens our present 
chapter, becoming known to the Goyemment, the 
which cost them upwards of ten lacs of mpees, or 
more than 100,000^ sterling, a large corps darmie^ 
in different brigades and regiments, were ordered 
out against the outlawed Bajah, with orders to 
otptuie or destroy himself and foUowers at every 
xisk« 

This, however, had now become a task much 
easier ordered than carried into effect ; the cotrntry 
people had evidently entered into the chieftain's 
cause, the impression being everywhere prevalent 
that he had been treated with a harshness and in- 
justice without example* In his various forays, 
too, the peasantry had never on any occasion 
experienced the remotest injury fix^m his men 
(save the intruders upon his own territory), while 
they had often received the most abundant proof 
of his liberality and kindness for any service 
rendered or information imparted to him. Even 
towards his British adversaries he had displayed a 
humanity, forbearance, and chivalrous courtesy, 
that rendered his name a theme for wonder and 
admiration, and frequently were feelings expressive 
of sympathy and regret manifested by those serving 
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against him, conjoined with the sincere hope that 
something would hereafter occur to terminate the 
straggle, and restore the gallant exile to his rights ; 
for, as the redl facts of the histoiy became more 
generallj known, the injostiee whieh had been 
rendered him appeared more glaringly manifest 

The rising son of a clear, sharp, iaosty morning 
in the month of December fell upon an encampment 
of horsemen, situated near a beautiM tope,* upon 
the borders of an extensive tank, large enough 
almost to have been taken for a lake. Before a 
tent, pitched conspicuously in rear of the centre, tiie 
folds of the broad banner of England waved in the 
breeze, a signal expressive of the station of the 
commander of the corps, as well as of the soldiery 
it embodied belonging to the British servioe. But 
of the regiment at least two-lhirds were now absent, 
the head-stalls and heel-ropes of the horses laying 
upon the ground, in the lines of Iheir respective 
troops and squadrons, marking tiie places where 
they had been picketed. The green alkaliks or 
tunics, and red caftans and turbands of the men, 
marked them as belonging to the irregular cavaby. 

In the lines themselves a few horses were to be 
seen, with some six or eight sentinels slowly 

• Qrove. 
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parading their reepecliye posts; but about fifty 
paces in firont of the encampmenty some s!vsij 
men, folly anned and aoooutied, lay beside their 
horses, evidently prepared to act on the instant* 
while on every rising ground in the vioinily, 
videttes were posted, keeping a vigilant look out 
around. A little in advance of the sleepers were 
two persons on horseback, one of whom, from the 
jnstnunent in his hand, was the trumpeter ; while 
the second, from the richness of his costume, and 
the splendid animal he bestrode, was evidently the 
native officer c(»nmanding the party, and who 
frequently swept the scene before him with a field 
glass, as if in the expectation of some person or 
pejrsons appearing. 

A fiiint sound bursts upon the ear, at first 
indistinct, and scarcely audible even to the keenest 
sense of hearing ; but jG»int as it was, the watch. 
M partisfm bad caught it, and his keen gaze, and 
that <^ his followers, was at once turned in the 
direction from which it issued. It died away,— 
all again was still. Gould h^ have been qiistaken? 
Hark I once more it rings upon the ear, and this 
time with a distinctness that makes its fiuniliar 
tones manifiBStly evident. It is the dear, sharp, 
ringing notes of a trumpet, the which, at a sign to 
his followers, is immediately answered by a blast 
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that rolls in prolonged echoes throughout the entire 
scene. The sleepers started from their slumbers, 
and with the rapidity of lightning were in their 
saddles. 

In a quarter of an hour a large body of horse- 
men were seen riding towards the encampment, 
who were at once recognised as belonging to their 
own regiment, headed by their commander, who 
had departed upon a secret expedition the previous 
evening. Whatever was the service upon which 
they had proceeded, it had evidently proved un- 
successftd, men and horses being dead beat with 
fatigue, — the former scarce able to keep their 
saddles, and many of the latter actually reeling 
under their riders, — ^an incident not to be wondered; 
at, considering both had been in constant and 
incessant movement, without halt or refreshment 
of any kind, for nearly seventeen hours. 

" Dismiss the men to the lines at once, Russul- 
dar,"* said Major Treton, a tall, fine, soldier-like 
looking man, about three or four and thirty years 
of age, addressing the native officer we have 
previously alluded to, as he rode towards him. 

* A rank in the regiments of the irregular cayaliy in India, 
difficult to define in relation to English European corpSy but 
very nearly answering to that of Adjutant Major as existing in' 
the French service. 
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"Nothing," he continued, in answer to his glance 
of inqniij ; ^' nothing, as nsoali We have half 
killed onr horses for no purpose whatever, if indeed, 
as I suspect, we have not been well fooled into the 
bai^ain." 

He flung himself from his jaded charger as he 
spoke, and entering his tent, within a quarter of 
an hour afterwards the deepest stillness stole oyer 
the whole encampment, the greater part of its 
inmates being buried in profound slumber. 

It was about two hours after midday, that, while 
scanning a rough chart of the country in which he 
was encamped, Major Treton's orderly entered the 
tent, ushering in a yillager, the bearer of a despatch 
which had that moment arrived. The super- 
scription was in the Persian character, and as the 
Englishman laid the letter on the table, he care- 
lessly inquired whence it came. The man in 
reply stated, that it had been given him by a 
horseman about two miles off, who called to him 
as he was at work in the fields, and gave him two 
rupees to proceed and deliver it to the British 
Commandant, promising him a similar reward if 
he quickly returned with an answer. This infor- 
mation seemed in some measure to excite the 
officer^s curiosity, and he was about opening the 
letter, when his eye fell upon the seal ; for a moment 



42 BOMANCE OF MIUTABT LIFE. 

he gazed as if doubtM of the realily of what he 
hefaeldy then bnistiiig it open, found a full con- 
finnation of what he had deemed impoasible. 

It waB the signet of the outlawed chi^UiB, 
Omeer Sing, and the communication from no leas 
a perBon than the Bajah himself I Afber the nsnal 
compliments, ihe letter adverted in terms of raiUeiy 
to the Major's ummcoessful chase the pieeeding 
night, and conclnded with mentioning, that as he 
seemed so desirous of meeting him, if he would 
pledge his word of honour, as an officer and soldier, 
that no injury should be attempted towards him 
for a given period, the Bajah would do himself the 
pleasure of waiting upon his former friend and 
present adversary, when they might have the 
pleasure of a little chat together t 

For a moment the Englishman seemed almost 
paralysed with the cool assurance the billet das* 
played^ He was at first half disposed to believe 
the whole to be an attempt at a practical joke on 
the part of some of his brother officers ; but on 
questioning the villager who brought the letter, 
his story was ao plain and straightforwaxd* and 
his evident impatience for an answer so great, that 
he might not lose the remainder of the reward 
promised him for his services, that he could no 
long^ doubt tbe authentidly of the extraordinary 
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document that had been placed in his hands. 
Then occurred the thonght, what motiTe conld 
induce the chieftain to seek an interview? Was 
it with anj intention to surrender? A smile 
crossed his features at the absurdity of the sup- 
position, as he recalled to mind the chieftain's 
recent successful exploit, and the courage and 
ability with which he had baffled every attempt 
to put him down. Could it be, that, wearied with 
bis present mode of life, be wished to ascertain if 
bis reconciliation could not be accomplished with 
the English authorities, and was anxious to trans- 
mit, through himself, proposals to that effect? 
Tbe idea, though not veiy probable, was not 
wbolly impossible, and if so, he felt he should be 
acting right in acceding to the Bajah*s demand, 
not only from the opening it would afford for 
patting an end to the harassing warfare in which 
the troops were engaged, without any apparent 
prospect of ever attaining a successful result, and 
which entailed the severest losses, and yeiy little 
credit upon the Government itself; but from the 
sinceie friendship he formerly, — shall we say, at 
the present period, — ^felt for the bold chieftain, and 
the inward conviction he could not but entertain of 
the injustice with which he had been treated* 
His resolution was soon taken, instigated, per* 
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haps, in no slight degree by a lurking curiosity he 
vainly endeavoured to disgoise; and seizing the 
writing materials which lay on the table before 
him^ an answer was at once penned and de- 
spatched, granting a truce from the time at which 
it was sent off, till the conclusion of five hours 
after the period when the interview should ter- 
minate. 

Lost in thought, Major Treton remained gazing 
for some time in the direction his messenger had 
taken ; he then re-entered his tent and sat down ; 
but it was evident the nervous impatience which 
pervaded him rendered any occupation out of the 
question. The chart was allowed to roll itself 
up ; papers were glanced at and then flung aside ; 
books, after the perusal of a few lines, sharing the 
same fate I An hour only, however, had elapsed 
since the departure of the villager, before three 
horsemen rode up to the encampment at a hand 
gallop, and proceeded direct towards the tent of its 
commander. 

^* Salaam Treton Sahib, my friend,'* said he 
who seemed to be their chief, as he fltmg himself 
from a high-blooded, powerful, bright bay Arab, 
and gave the reins to one of his attendants. 
'' Salaam Captain Holroyd Sahib," iiddressing the 
second in command, who was standing by, and 
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who started in utter amazement as the Yoice reached 
his ears ; ^' Salaam Nuwuab Sahib," he continned, 
taming to the Eussuldar, who was also present. 
The stately old Mussulman was as brave as a lion, 
and moreover possessed in an eminent degree that 
calm gravity and placid dignity so characteristic of 
the higher orders professing the doctrines of the 
Faithfdl ; but the words, uttered in clear, ringing 
tones, simple as they were, had no sooner reached 
him than he hastily stepped back, with an ex« 
pression of positive dismay in his countenance, 
and in a twinkling, his legs catching the tent 
ropes, his tall, portly figure was sprawling on the 
ground, with his heels most ingloriously in the 
air, to his great discomfiture. ^' By your fiivour, 
Treton Sahib, I will tell my servant to prepare my 
hookah ; its fames are ever gratefol alike to the 
wearied, or the vigorous and active." 

Bold, calm, and self-confident, there was that in 
the demeanour of the Bajah which indicated either 
a sense of security, or indifference to danger, and 
the which imparted a tone and bearing to his 
mien that was evidently expressive of a naturally 
joyous natmre, as he frankly advanced towards his 
enemies. Major Treton courteously extended his 
hand, and entering the tent they sat down together. 

For a few minutes, each gazed upon the other 
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with a lurking smile. The Englishman's coun- 
tenance boie evident traces of the hard work and 
harassing dtctj of the preceding night, bat on that 
of the Chieftain, no signs whatever of his having 
undergone the least degree of fatigae were in any 
way visible. He wore a snow^-white quilted cotton 
vest, girt round with a rich shawl, in which rested 
a diamond-hflted dagger, while in his hand he 
carried a long basket^hiUed backnsword, his whole 
appearance being expressive rather more of some 
powerfol and opulent noble proceeding to the 
Durbar,* than a careworn, toil-hunted outlaw, 
fighting for existence, on whose head a price was 
set, and who was beleaguered with active and 
vigilant enemies. 

The carpet for the gorgeous hookah had been 
spread, its curling fumes arose in the tent, im- 
parting a delicious fragrance around, but some 
time elapsed before Major Treton had sufficiently 
recovered from his surprise to inquire the object of 
the Bajah's visit. 

^'Nothing of any moment," was the prompt 
reply. '' Knowing that you would be detained 
here for some hours, I was led to believe the huce 
of an old &iend, and a talk of past times, would, 
perhaps, not prove wholly unacceptable.*' There 

• Court 
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was a diglit touch of iionical malioe in Ae 
Chieftain 'fl tonea, in alluding to Ae v^iment'a 
delttition, as if he was well aware of its cause, — 
at least the Englishman thought so, as he bit 
his Mp at the ohservatbn. 

''I entertained some hopes,*'' said the latter 
gniTslj, ^' that other reasons had actuated you in 
seeking me; this struggle cannot last foJr eTsr, and 
while there is yet time, and the door of recon* 
dliation may not altogether he closed, is it not 
better to enter upon some path more calculated for 
your interests and safety, than following up a 
pursuit which must eventually terminate in unmiti-^ 
gated evil?" 

The Bajah listened attentiyely as the English* 
man spoke, and then fixed his eye steadily and 
keenly upon him as he replied, " What evil have 
I to look forward to, should it continue ? In the 
intolerable oppression and injustice in which it 
originated, no one knows better than Major Treton, 
where, and to whom the blame is to be imputed* 
Scarce eighteen months have elapsed since I was 
driven like a fdon firom the home where my fathers 
and forefathers before me had dwelt for centuries in 
honour and security, unmolested in their rights by 
either Turk, Affghan, or Mogul, as each successive 
tide of conquest rolled over the land. It was for 
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a Goyemment to do this, which prided itself ufoa 
its even-handed justice," he continued with intense 
bitterness; ''bat what have either thej or their 
minions gained bj it?" 

'' It does not behove me as a soldier," replied 
the Englishman, *'' to question the acts of my 
superiors; my duty is simply to receive orders 
and obey them. . That the Government have met 
with severe and heavy losses from your followers 
I freely admit ; but how long have you the capa- 
bility of maintaining further resistance? Troops 
are everywhere assembling around you, and you 
will eventually be hemmed in beypnd the possibi- 
lity of escape : Colonel Smith's brigade has been 
ordered forward, and is already in the field " 

'' Bah," said the Kajahpoot, in his usual joyous 
tones ; '' I am well aware of that, he always gives 
me due notice of his movements by his bugles." 

'' Then the force under General Poggleson has 
received an addition to its numbers of nearly two 
complete regiments, and " 

'' Oh ! confound the old ass," said the chieftain, 
with a yawn, ''whenever I am near him, afiber 
hunting your detachments through the night, he 
not only fires Mb morning and evening gun, but 
makes such an uproar with his infernal drums and 
trumpets, that it is impossible for me to sleep : if 
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he does this with the intention of apprising me 
where he is encamped^ or in what direction he is 
moving, he might save himself the trouble, for 
every action or movement on his part is made 
known to me the instant it has occurred. Briefly,'' 
Qontinued the Chieftain in a graver tone ; ^'. there 
is but one adversary whose energy and activity 
I have reason to fear, and although I could, if so 
disposed, more than once have crashed him, I have 
for many considerations preferred the milder, and 
certainly to me the more amusing task of baffling 
and outwitting him." 

The Major started, the Bajapoot smiled : ^' You 
are doubtfiil, Treton Sahib," he said, '^ Ya Allah 
il Allah, Mahomed resoul Allah ; " and the voice of 
the high caste Hindoo chieftain became so changed 
into that of the Mahomedan faquir,* that even the 
sharpest among the ears and eyes of the Faithful 
could never have detected the deception; the 
Englishman struck the table with his clenched fist, 
as he shouted, with an oath, " You, then, were the 
old faquir that led us the dance we have been 
engaged in throughout the whole night, and so 
suddenly disappeared among the bushes when we 
were led to believe you had brought us upon our 
prey?" 

* Religious mendicant. 
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The Eajah nodded; and, scarcely able to suppress 
his anger and vexation at the facility with which 
he had been duped, the Major was about to reply, 
when a horseman rode up at full speed, and dis-- 
mounting at the tent, deliyered in a large official 
letter. The Major glanced at the superscription, 
and then flung it upon the table, his present chafed 
mood aj^arently but little disposing him to open 
a communication that had reference, in all pro- 
bability, to some dull routine of bureaucratic 
stupidity. 

The Rajapoot chieftain drew a long breath at 
his hookah, and the water gurgled with a pro* 
longed, loud, and clear echo through the tent. He 
slowly blew the cloud of fragrant smoke into the 
air, and said quietly, "You do not read your 
letter, Treton Sahib, though for the matter of that 
you may save yourself the trouble, as I can tell 

you its contents — ^it is from the Besident at L , 

and intimates for your information, that at the 
period it reaches you, the outlaw Omeer Sing will 
be with you, under a guaranteed truce, in the which 
case, the solemn and pledged word of honour of a 
British Officer is not to be held binding when 
given to a proscribed enemy of the State: you 
are, accordingly, peremptorily enjoined to dis- 
regard the oath you have plighted, and cause 
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the said Omeer Sing to be seized, and given up 
to justice," 

The Eajah delirered this intimation without in 
the least deviating &om his usual composure, and 
at its conclusion veiy quietly resumed his hookah ; 
but the Englishman, clutching the letter, broke 
open the envelope, and as he perused its contents, 
his countenance became pale with suppressed 
passion. He tore the paper to pieces as he finished 
reading it, and dashing it on the groimd, trampled 
upon the fragments with his heavy boot 

^' You, at least," he said, addressing the Kajali, 
" never believed me capable of such baseness?' 

" I should have done my friend injustice," re- 
plied the Chieftain gravely, " could I have deemed 
the subject worthy even a moment's thought ; and 
deep and bitter as the enmity may be subsisting 
between your people and myself, and whatever I 
may think of them in other respects, I will at least 
do them the justice to say that not one in a thousand 
wotdd have acted otherwise than you have done 
in the present instance. But you are, doubtless, 
anxious to know," he continued, resuming his usual 
tone and manner, '^ how I became acquainted with 
the information I have imparted to you ; and I wiU 
frankly tell you, that I myself apprised your re- 
spectable Political Chief of my intended interview, 
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receiying fixxm a £riend at the Durbar a hint of 
what I full well felt assured would be his course of 
pfo<»edidg on the intelligence reaching him." 

" It must cut short our interview," said the 
Major, after a moment's reflection, '' as I know not 
what other measures he may have taken which 
may compromise the truce I have giyen of five 
hours after jou have quitted our encampments." 

*' Set your mind at rest on that question," re- 
turned the Bajah ; " within half an hour from this 
time you are a free agent, to act in any way yoa 
think proper." 

He resigned his hookah as he spoke to his 
attendants, whom he desired to bring round the 
horses, and rising, proceeded to the door of the 
tent, followed by his host. Loitering near were 
many of the soldiery, including a number of their 
officers, who ga^ed upon him with wonder, cuiioeily, 
and respect. He courteously waved towards them 
the usual salaam, and as his gallant charger came 
up, once more tendered his hand to the Major, as 
he said, " Farewell, Treton Sahib, may we once 
more meet, under happier and better auspices than 
the present" 

The Englishman clasped the hand extended to 
him, inwardly repeating the wish expressed with 
hearty good wilL The Bajah vaulted into the 
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saddle, and again saluting those around, rode^ 
leisurely and quietly, followed by his attendants, 
in the direction £rom whence he came. Major Tieton 
and his horsemen gazing after them till their 
«gures were no longer visible. 

The place was surrounded, and the Outlaw 
Chief had been tracked to the fortress of Sha- 
poora, which for centuries had formed the strongs 
hold of his family. Five complete regiments of 
British cayalry were around, only awaiting the 
arriyal of their guns and infantry, expected the 
following morning, either to carry the place by 
assault, or to open a regular siege. The former 
course was thought the most probable, since, stiong 
as the fort undoubtedly was, it was known to 
be wholly unprepared for a prolonged resistance, 
being destitute of magazines, and its ramparts 
scarcely anned; while, however resolute the garrison, 
they were known to be but few in number, and 
could scarcely be deemed to have been reinforced 
by the body of brilliant horsemen that entered the 
gates with the Rajah, who were wholly unfitted for 
such a service. 

On two sides the fortress opened upon an ex« 
tensive plain, covered with fertile fields, and dotted 
with flourishing villages. On the third the broad, 
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deep river ran under its very walls ; while on tbe 
fourth was a dense, thick forest, some of the trees 
of which seemed almost, in their closely spread 
foliage, to overshadow the ramparts, as since the 
decay of the Mogul . empire, from the commence^ 
ment of the last centuay, when the utility of the 
fort as a strong military post and place of refuge 
had comparatively ceased to exist, the jungle had 
been permitted to increase, from its forming a large 
and excellent rumna* for the sports of the field, to 
which the rulers of the country, like others of their 
race, were passionately attached. 

On the open space we have mentioned as forming 
two sides of the fortress, a regiment of dragoons, and 
two corps of regular Native cavalry were picketed, 
a short distance beyond gun*shot range of the place. 
A third, with a party of Skinner's Horse, skirted 
the borders of the, forest, while the remainder of 
the latter were posted along the opposite banks of 
the river, though there was little probability of 
anything being attempted in that quarter, from the 
strC. ft this time, in addition to its grJat depth, 
running with extreme violence. 

The out and in-lying pickets were placed, and 
outposts thrown out connecting the different corps 
with each other ; but throughout the force, though 

• Preserve. 
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the bits were withdrawn from the horses' mouths, 
to enable them to feed, and the girths were slack- 
ened, the saddles still remained upon the animab^ 
backs, a measure of precaution which the resolute 
and energetic character of their daring enemy, now 
brought to baj, had perhaps suggested might not 
be wholly unnecessary. 

On the extreme left front of the dragoons, in 
the direction of the jungle, was a party of twelve 
of the regiment, commanded by a Serjeant, who 
were seasoning a hasty eyemug meal, certainly not 
of the most plentiful description, with anecdotes 
of former campaigns, fun, and adventurej some 
of which elicited no slight merriment among its 
hearers. 

- "And by the powers, Mike," said Pat Donoyan, 
the Serjeant, addressing one of the youngest 
troopers, "you're not fiu: wrong there; in cam- 
paigning, as elsewhere, some people contrive to 
carry the silver spoons in their mouths along with 
them, and in one instance, at least, I must say it 
Occurred to myself." 

"Ay, indeed, Serjeant," said the whole party 
with one voice, and in a tone of the most eager 
curiosity, "do let's hear it" 

" Well, boys," said Mr. Donovan, leaning on his 
sabre with an air of the most patronising con- 
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descension, " You must know {hat I first eaine to 
this conntiy in the 14th Foot, in which I served 
two years previous to being transferred to ' Oars/ 
We were at AUighnr, and tough woA. we had of 
it before the phice was taken fix>m the stout-hearted, 
one-armed old Frenchman who held it* A few 
days before the storming took place, Colonel 
Skinner's Yellow Jackets — ^those in the jungle 
yonder — entered the British service ; a good thing 
for us, it was said, at the time, not only from our 
enemy being minus such a splendid body of dashing 
fellows, but from our then being desperately badly 
off for cavalry, in consequence of which, and the 
clouds of the enemy's horse, which hovered round 
us, cutting off our commissariat supplies, short 
commons was too often the order of the day. Well, 
the storming took place, and the light company to 
which I belonged was one of the first in,-— hard work 
it was by the same, but once over, it was— 
'Gentlemen, help yourselves!' — the which our 
fellows did pretty freely. I had well stuffed my 
haversack with gold pieces, and had shoved several 
gold banglesf and other ornaments into my cap ; 
so with a large bag of rupees upon my shoulder, I 
thought I might as well cut, and stow it away in 

* QenenJ Penron. 

t A description of heayy, massiye bracelet. 
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a place of safety. I accordingly made my way to 
the gates, into which camp followers and rascals 
of every kind were now pouring in crowds, some 
of whom looked hardly at me as I passed out. — 
Somehow their looks did not *j>lease me, and I had 
hardly got i£ty yards from the fort, before mis«- 
givings came over me ; so I looked aronnd to see if 
none of onr fellows, or indeed any red coat, was in 
view, to whom I conld offer to go halves if he 
would accompany me to camp, and take an equal 
chance of our having onr throats cat« Not one, 
however, conld I see, and I had just sprang my 
musket with the ramrod to see that the cartridge 
was well home, and had looked to my flint and 
priming, when I saw one of the Yellow Jackets, 
our newly enlisted troops, sauntering leisurely 
along. * Hallo, comrade,' said I, * you're all too 
late, if you expect to get anything where you are 
going; aU's up by this time, I can teU you; but 
you may see I'm not empty handed, and if you'll 
just give me your escort to camp, for better for 
worse, as they say, we'll go shares in the booty.' 
' With all my heart, my man,' he replied, in such 
perfect English as made me stare ; ' you incur great 
risk in proceeding, but rest assured I will stand by 
you.' I looked at my new comrade as he spoke, 
scarcely able to make him out; he was dark, and 
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swarthy, dressed exactly as I had seen all the other 
Yellow Jackets, but he had an eye like a hawk, 
with a something ahont him which gave me the 
idea of his being a fellow well up to his work, 
and pluck to the bone. We moved on, and sure 
•enough what I had anticipated, and the stranger 
foretold, very soon came to pass ; for within two 
hundred yards of our camp, no less than seven 
fellows well armed rushed at us. I dropped the 
heavy bag of rupees at my feet, and let fly at the 
foremost, who gave a tremendous spring and fell 
for'ard, the shot having gone slap through his 
brain ; a second received my bayonet in his heart, 
but whether owing to its not having been greased; 
or to its having carried along with it some of the 
fellow^s cotton jacket, it stuck £a^t for a minute, 
and before I could withdraw it, the sabre of a 
third glanced across my eyes, uplifted to cut me 
down ; but just as I thought it was all ' Dickey* 
with me, another flashed between us, and the head 
of my friend, like a spent cannon ball, whisked 
past me, having been promptly dismissed from its 
shoulders by my new comrade, whom I now turned 
;to assist, a desperate tug having enabled me to 
release my bayonet. — Ochl by the powers, it was 
but little assistance he needed, — heads with him 
seemed like cabbage-stalks : the whole business, 
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long as I haye been relating it, was scarcelj the 
affidr of a minute; it was just so, — so, — so, — " 
continued the Serjeant, describing with the minu- 
test accuracy the first cuts of the sword exercise, 
*^and three other heads dropped with all the 
rapidity and fecility of the first, the owner of the 
one remaining taking to his trotters as if the very 
divil was after him. Well, my yellow jacketed 
friend having carefully wiped and cleaned his 
sword, the which he did with as much coolness and 
composure as if he had been eating his breakfast, 
I again took up the heavy bag, and we reached 
our lines without any further attempt being made 
upon us. Arrived in camp, I flung the bag and 
everything else along with it upon the ground, 
and said, * I'll tell you what it is, brother, I'm blest 
if it isn't you to give me what you like, instead 
of my sharing with you, as but for your help 
I should not only have lost everything, but have 
stood a pretty fair chance of being in kingdom 
come into the bargain.' ^ Keep all you have got, 
my good fellow,' he replied, in the same perfect 
English as before, ^^ I am happy in having had the 
opportunity of rendering you so slight a service, 
and only request you to drink ypur next glass to 

the health and prosperity of " 

" Who?" was the general query, in tones of the 
most eager and impatient curiosity. 
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" Who flhould you think, boys ? " said the 
Serjeant, as if he enjoyed the excited attention of 
his auditory. 

'^ Not ould Nick, please the saints I " said Mike 
Calhighan, doubtfully. 

** Sure it was no other than Colonel Skinner 
himself! — but hallo," continued the Serjeant, "talk 
of the devil, — ^here come the Horse themselves, — 
where can they be going to?" 

As he spoke a body of cavalry in the well-known 
yellow tunics, and red turbands, and cummerbunds 
of Skinner's Irregular Horse, issued from the wood, 
and forming up in twoUnes, proceeded at a sharp trot 
towards the spot where the dragoons were picketed. 
^The sun had set, and the evening was closing in 
as the horsemen were about midway between the 
fortress and the Europeans. 

" By Saint Patrick," said Mike Callaghan, in 
tones of unrepressed admiration, " thim fellows are 
well mounted, serjeant, the pick of our whole 
regiment would nivir come up to them, — bother- 
ation I but this is a queer sort of ia manoeuvre." 

The inteijection of Mr. Michael Callaghan had, 
undoubtedly, some grounds for its assertion, and 
was quickly followed by the voice of their com- 
mander shouting out, " Stand by your horses." 

The phenomenon which had caused this dtir 
was, certainly, of a most puzzling and perplexing 
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n&ture. The horsemen wha had debouched from 
the wood were within mnsket shot of the dragoons, 
the usual challenge being answered by the antici^ 
pated reply of " Skinner's Horse," given in a loud, 
clear, ringing voice. It had, however, scarcely 
issued from the mouth of the speaker, before a 
second body of cavalry, in which were distinguished 
the sky blue uniforms of the regulars, intenningled 
with yellow tunics, and red turbands, came tearing 
round the verge of the wood, as if in hot pursuit. 
It was the singularity of this sudden appearance 
which produced the sensation adverted to, and 
which seemed the more particularly to impress 
those moving in their front, as increasing their 
pace to a sharp gallop, they ultimately terminated 
in a farious rush in closing upon the line of the 
dragoons, when all at once the same ringing voice 
was heard in the cry of " Shumsheer be dust."* 
.With the rapidity of lightning the yellow costume 
disappeared, each rider appearing clad in complete 
mail, as they rushed like a whirlwind through the 
Tanks of their unsuspecting opponents, who were 
knocked over, and ridden down before the greater 

. * A PerBian expression, the literal translation of which is, 
*'By force of the Sword,'' but among the natives of India is used 
as a signal of conflict, equiralent, perhaps, to the old Knglish 
phrase of TaU on.* 
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part even could spring into their saddles. — Through 
and through they went, dashing along with a force 
that nothing coold withstand. The native regular 
cavalry, in rear of the dragoons, were somewhat 
better prepared, hut before their horses could gather 
into anything like the impetus of speed requisite 
for a charge, their adversaries were upon them' 
with the force of a thunderbolt, bearing down ail- 
before them, and in another instant were far — ^far 
away ! 

A hot pursuit was ordered, and for some time 
continued, but fatigued with the long march they 
had undergone previous to the investment of the 
fortress, the horses became incapable of further 
exertion, and the trumpets blew the recal I Their 
active enemy had escaped, and once again the 
harassing, and it would appear futile efforts for 
crushing him would have to be renewed, with, in 
all probability, little better success than those- 
already attempted. 

Joy and gladness reigned throughout Shapoorar ; 
the bazaars were brilliantly illuminated, cannon 
thundered, and musquetry rattled; myriads of 
rockets flew into the air, the signal for a gorgeous 
display of fireworks, throughout the entire range 
of the old fortress ; troops of dancing girls dis- 
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played their light and graceful movements to 
crowds of spectators, the immense numbers of 
whom would seem to intimate that the whole 
population of the Jaghire had rushed to the place, 
to participate in the exultation and rejoicing caused 
hy the restored rank and dignities, and honourable 
return of the gallant and well-loved chieftain, their 
hereditary ruler, the Bajah Omeer Sing Bahadoor! 
no longer the outlawed and. hunted fugitive, but 
the trusty and highly esteemed tributary of the 
all-powerful British sovereignty. 

How this desirable and equitable, though cer- 
tainly wholly unexpected event had occurred, was 
owing to one of those providential checks which 
Bed Tape occasionally receives before its proceed- 
ings have altogether terminated in irrevocable 
disgrace or disaster to the State it professes to 
serve, and which, in this instance, its imbecility 
and folly had already created in a sufficient degree, 
to attract in a particular manner the attention of 
the then head of the Grovemment. 

The able, accomplished, and estimable nobleman, 
who then ruled over our Eastern empire, (alas! 
when will India see his like again !) had not very 
long previous entered upon his high office. With 
his usual profound sagacity and far-seeing wisdom, 
he already discerned the clouds gathering in the 
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distance, which foreboded the storm whiiih, three 
years later,* burst forth oyer the whole of India, 
from the northernmost frontier to the most southern 
provinces ; and while silently and surely collecting 
his strength to be prepared for the shock, he cast 
a glance of anxiety among the natire princes and 
tributaries of the British Government, to ascertain 
upon whom among them he felt assured he could 
place implicit reliance* 

The daring courage, skilful and enterprising 
conduct, united to. the forbearance and humanity 
displayed by the fugitive Eajah, Qmeer Sing, in 
his various forays and expeditions against the Bri- 
tish forces, had for some time past attracted his 
attention; and, coupled with the devoted and un* 
shaken fidelity of his adherents and the peasantry, 
gradually instilled doubts into his mind 88 to 
whether the circumstances of the case as reported 
to him had been diligently and searchingly in- 
quired into. Doubt once engendered, in spite of 
Bed Tape assurances, and positive assertions as to 

* The Maliratta Confederacy and Pindaree War, the excesses 
committed in which by the enemy were frequently too hideous 
and revolting to be even mentioned. It was during this war 
that terrible scourge the cholera first made its appearance, and 
broke out in the Marquis of Hastings's camp in 1818, creating a 
horror and panic which only those who remember it can suffi- 
ciently portray. 
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everything being right and proper, the Governor- 
General thought fit to make inquiries himself, and 
those of BO keen and scratinising a nature, that 
the real truth of the history became very quickly 
divulged, and rendered it clearly evident, that if 
Omeer Sing had been a rebel, a traitor, and a robber, 
as his enemies had described him, it certainly was 
only after unwearied and unceasing exertions on 
their part that he had become so, since in all the 
annals of spoliation and injustice with which Bri- 
tish Indian history has too frequently been stained, 
a more flagrant example than that manifested in 
the present instance had rarely, if ever, occurred. 

Convinced by the information which reached him 
on all sides, now that the channel for obtaining it 
was fairly opened, of the vindictive oppression to 
which the Eajahpoot chieftain had been subjected, 
the Governor-General, with his usual promptitude, 
immediately entered upon measures for repairing 
it. Orders were first of all sent to the difierent 
military conmianders to stop fiirther hostilities, 
and march the troops back to their respective 
stations and cantonments. This measure accom- 
plished, to the constematibn of the Bed Tapists, 
overtures were made to the chieftain, commencing 
with an expression of the deepest regret for the in- 
juries he had sustained, from the false accusations 

F 
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brought against him, to which too much credit had 
unfortunately been attached, but the true nature of 
which had since been most satisfactorily established ; 
and that as the Government were now made aware 
of the wrong they had committed, they would 
repair it to the utmost of their power by the Bajah's 
yestoration to all his former authority, honours, 
and estates, only stipulating that he on his part 
should renew his oath of fealty to the British power, 
and restore to a certain extent the large amount, 
of treasure captured by his horsemen, during the 
period hostiUties prevailed. 

As the character of the noble ruler of India was 
well known, and these proposals were transmitted 
through Major Treton, the Bajah at once as frankly 
and honourably acceded to them ; and when true 
and loyal intentions are entered upon in all truth 
and sincerity, but little time is lost in carrying them 
into execution. The result we have told ; and if 
anything could add to the satisfaction of the Eajah 
on the occasion, it was the resumption by his old 
friend of his former political duties. By him on 
the night in question was he invested with the 
Khelaat,* in the name of the British Government, 
and by him was presented, in that of its illustrious 
head, with a beautiful sabre of great value, which the 

* Dress of Honour. 
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cliieftain, with every mark of gratitude and reve- 
rence, pressed to his head and heart. 

It only remains to be added, that in the Pindarree 
war, which the great statesman and soldier had 
80 truly foreseen, hia poUcy, dictated by justice and 
good faith, was well rewarded in the ally it secured ; 
for, led by their active and enterprising Prince, few 
troops under the British standard were so dreaded 
by these marauders, from the terrible havoc they 
made among them, as the brilliant horsemen of the 
Eajah Omeer Sing. 



TOUR THROUGH THE DECCAN, 

BT 

THE RUINS OF BEEJAPOOR, BEEDER, AURUNGABAD, 

ROZA, AND ELLORA. 



There are, perhaps, few subjects possessing 
so much interest to the trayeller in India, as the 
magnificent remains of former Moorish grandeur 
visible in the decayed or ruined capitals of the 
Mahometan sovereigns of former years. The vast 
and colossal monuments of Hindoo or Bhuddist 
architecture will remain, in all probability, like 
their prototypes in Egypt, objects for the curiosity 
and wonder of future ages, long, perhaps, after 
the British rule will have ceased in India; but 
the traces of the Mussulman sway, strong and 
durable as many of them are, even in their gor- 
geous elegance, seem destined to follow in the 
track of their former power and greatness, and 
wholly pass away. In no instance does this 
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observation so particularly, I may say go painfully 
apply, as to the unrivalled and picturesque scene 
presented by the city of Beejapoor, as the splendid 
ruins of that once extensive capital, on approaching 
from the south, burst as it were upon the view. 
It stands upon the bottom of a long range of 
undulating ground, of no great magnitude in point 
of height, but which entirely conceals the whole, 
from the abruptness of the ascent on the other 
side. 

It was about sunrise that our party, consisting 
of three brother-officers and myself, gained the 
crest of the ridge, and beheld the vast piles of 
innumerable buildings that seemed to rise almost 
by magic before us, — domes with their gilded 
crescents, minarets, towers, and palaces, intermixed 
with lofty trees, extending everywhere, and on 
every spot where the eye could rest; the whole 
presenting a picture which fancy at the moment 
could have imputed to the effect produced only by 
mirage * on the disordered vision. As if actuated 
by the same feeling, each on the instant reined up 
his horse, and sat gazing on the scene before him. 

* '* Kot the ruins of Palmyra itself were equal to the fantastic 
viaonsof splendid cities, fertile groves, and magnificent rivers, 
which, owing to mirage, a species of miat produced by the 
extreme heat, seemed constantly presented to view in our journey 
across the desert." — I/HerhdoU 
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It seemed that some of the fabled descriptions of the 
Arabian Nights were about to be verified, and we 
could almost, at the moment, have placed reliance 
upon that part of Schehezerade's history relating to 
the diamonds, wealth, and merchandise, as well as 
power, extent, and magnificence of this once cele- 
brated city! There is but one drawback to the 
romance of the picture thus pourtrayed, which is, 
that long before you even reach the gates admitting 
you to its interior, you are well apprised of the 
difference between what it was, and what it w A 

This melancholy truth every instant forced itself 
upon our minds with the greater degree of con- 
viction, as we pursued our way through its desolate 
and noiseless streets, once resounding with the 
busy hum of countless multitudes, to our quarters 
at the Jumna Musjeed, or mosque, a building, 
with its vast and spacious dome, (the third in the 
world,)* which, from the powerful and massive 
materials of which it is constructed, will in all 
probability stand for centuries longer. From the 
upper gallery of this magnificent structure you 
have a full and complete view, not only of the 
entire city, but the surrounding country; the whole 

* They stand as follows: — Saint Sophia's, Constantinople; 
Saint Peter's, Rome; the Mosque at Beejapoor; the fourth is 
Saint Paul's, in London. 
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of which to the northward exhibits a melancholy 
state of barrenness and desolation, owing to the 
reservoirs and wells of the capital, from which all 
its supplies of water were drawn, being choked 
up and destroyed. 

The breaches made bj the cannon of Aurongzebe, 
when he besieged the city in 1689, are still the 
same as when he drew off his army to Upper 
Hindostan ; the various powers into whose hands 
Beejapoor has since then fallen, whether owing to 
the uncertain nature of their tenure or other causes, 
never having repaired them. Though the wall 
itself is of immense strength, being composed of 
the most solid masonry, from constant neglect it 
has fallen in many places, and even some of its 
strong %knd massive towers have served, in more 
instances than one, to fill the ditch which surrounds 
the whole circuit of the fortifications. On every 
side the eye rests upon the same picture of 
desolation; nor could I, from the spot where I 
stood, discover one single building, with the excep- 
tion of some few mosques and mausoleums, that 
bore any impress of what it had been, unless from 
the extent of its scattered ruins. 

As there was no sporting of any kind in the 
neighbourhood, the whole of the period of our stay 
was given to rambling through the ruined city, and 
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had either of us been possessed of a proper degree 
of antiquarian research and enterprise, I have no 
doubt the result would have been sundry learned 
and eloquent disquisitions, which would have proved 
of considerable benefit in enlightening all genuine 
lovers of the antique. Unfortunately, however, 
(if the truth must be told,) the moments of our 
intermediate time, instead of being devoted to 
study and reflections upon the data, strata, or any 
other kind of ^' ata" of what we had a few minutes 
previously witnessed, were chiefly devoted to the 
discussion of sundry viands of cold meat, and a 
highly refreshing liquid, composed of Hodgson's 
pale ale, slightly intermixed with spices, and a 
proportion of good old Madeira, and generally 
known by the classical denomination of "Alug; " 
a beverage, with which as I suppose most of my 
readers are pretty well acquainted, I need not 
trespass upon their time by entering into any 
further discussion regarding its merits. 

The fort exhibits considerable strength; its 
interior was exclusively devoted to the palaces of 
the sovereign and the nobility of his household. 
Most of them were evidently constructed of the 
most massive material; notwithstanding which, 
however, the workmanship invariably exhibits that 
minute elegance belonging to the Saracenic order 
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of architecture, intermingled with the richest mosaic 
and enamel painting ; but the whole is at present 
such a mass of heterogeneotis ruin, that even the 
site of one building is scarcely to be distinguished 
firom another. The most singular object of curiosity 
in this part, is a representation (frightfully resem- 
bling the reality) of the head of the unfortunate 
Bam Rajah, the last Hindoo sovereign of the 
neighbouring kingdom of Beejanuggur, whose 
territories were invaded, and subsequently divided 
between the four Mahomedan Sultans of the 
Deccan,* the unfortunate Hindoo losing his life in 
the contest. This peculiarly Asiatic ornament is 
placed to the right of the gateway as you pass 
over the bridge into the citadel. It exhibits the 
appearance of being newly severed from the body, 
still distilling gouts of blood, and the tout ensemble 
of so ghastly a character, that had I been alive in 
those days, I am pretty certain I never could have 
passed the spot without feeling my head wag on 
my shoulders. 

In a small mosque, built, I believe, by Ali Adil 
Shah, is a relic of the very highest order, being 
nothing more nor less than a hair of the Prophet's 
whisker ! Drapery of our Lady of Loretto — (I have 

* The kings of Beejapoor, Golconda, Dawlutabad, and Ahmed- 
nuggur. 
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omitted terming it hj its proper name, as I be- 
lieve it is considered indelicate to mention ladies' 
wearing apparel hj their own especial cognisances,) 
Saint Laurence's gridiron, or Saint Dnnstan's tongs, 
hide your diminished heads ! In what consist your 
claims to sanctity in comparison with this? To 
the extreme mortification of my companions, as 
well as myself, we found that no Giaour could be 
favoured with ocular demonstration of this most 
precious and revered relic. Considerably disap- 
pointed and by no means pleased at this declaration, 
in a fit of spleen I hinted my belief that the relic 
in question had its origin in the visionary districts 
of the brain of the old MooUah who acted as 
cicerone on the occasion. In a rage he replied 
that no mind but that of a Christian could have 
entertained so impious a thought, adding that the 
Holy Prophet, (to whom all praise be due !) on the 
occasion of having his beard trimmed, had be- 
queathed the hair in question to one of his most 
zealous followers, by whom it had been brought to 
India, and at length subsequently found its way to 
the immortal city of Beejapoor. 

The mosque and adjoining tomb of Ibrahim 
Adil Shah are still in considerable repair, notwith- 
standing the ravages of the Mahrattas. This 
magnificent structure, which these hordes of plun- 
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derers wantonly endeavoured tq destroy, is built 
of stone, in a style of the very first order of 
oriental architecture. It is asserted, (for I was 
not scholar enough to ascertain myself,) that the 
whole of the Koran, from the commencement 
of the first chapter to the last, is cut on the 
exterior of the building. It certainly is covered 
with Arabic characters, and beautifully executed. 
One of the pillars is nearly destroyed by an 
enormous shot, which the Mahrattas fired from a 
short distance into the building ; in all probability 
they would have completed their work of destruction 
had they not been compelled to retreat. 

Perhaps the greatest curiosity in Bejapoor is the 
immense gun, said to have been cast by Aurungzebe 
to commemorate his conquest of the city, which 
Ues on one of the ruined bastions on the western 
pide. This tremendous piece of artillery is upwards 
of one-and-thirty feet in length, with a diameter at 
the muzzle upwards of nine. On inquiring of our 
guide if it had ever been discharged, he pointed to 
the ruined bastion, which, he assured us, tradition 
said had fallen beneath the shock, while the waters 
of all the neighbouring wells and reservoirs from 
the same reason had fled, never to return ! Our 
communicative cicerone was proceeding with a 
further detail of marvellous circumstances connected 
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with the incident in question, when an nproarions 
shout of laughter from the whole of his assembled 
audience caused him to pause; upon which ob- 
serving, from the distended mouths and other 
unequivocal signs of the mirth of his hearers, that 
the valuable knowledge he was imparting had 
merely afforded food for their heretical ridicule, 
with an air of offended dignity, as a punishment 
for their disbelief, he resolved that all farther 
information he was possessed of should be confined 
to himself, and in no way given towards enlight- 
ening persons who had treated the records of history 
with such sceptical rudeness ! 

In the Laul Baugh, or Red Garden, lies buried 
one of the younger sons of the emperor Aurungzebe, 
who died of a fever during the period his father 
was engaged in the siege. The spot is merely 
marked by a highly polished slab of red porphyry, 
surmounted by a smaller one of white marble ; that 
able, though unprincipled despot, whatever may 
have been his passion for pomp and parade in life, 
having always expressed the utmost contempt for 
funereal pageantry. 

After a stay of nearly three weeks, we moved 
forward on our journey to Aurungabad, taking 
the cities of Kulburga and Beeder en route. The 
former exhibits but few traces of having been 
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the capital of a kingdom, with the exception of the 
walls, which are of considerable extent, while the 
population does not exceed that of a large village. 
The latter still retains several very handsome 
mosques and other buildings, both in the suburbs 
and in the city itself, the architecture of many of 
the former being of the first order, Beeder still 
forms a nominal Soubadarry, or viceroyalty, but 
the efforts of this fiinctionary to uphold the 
dignity of his office by occasionally surrounding 
himself with all the rabble of the neighbourhood, 
in lieu of the gay Suwarree* that formerly apper- 
tained to his high station, form a picture painfully 
ludicrous. 

On the 13th we arrived at Aurungabad, whose 
splendid tomb, as a Mussulman truly said, when 
contrasting the state of the city at the present 
period with its former flourishing prosperity under 
the sway of the Mogul sovereigns, " stood like a 
blooming rose in the midst of a desert;" and 
never, certainly, was the figurative though energetic 
description of the Asiatic more happily applied 
than in the present instance. On emerging from 
clouds of dust, amid long, dirty, narrow streets, 
abounding in every description of squalid filth and 
misery, you find yourself opposite the magnificent 

* Retinue. 



78 BOMANCE OF MHJTABT LIFE. 

gateway forming the entrance to the garden in 
which this snperb building is situated. 

Tmly indeed might VitelK, an Italian artist, 
say when he beheld it, " that a glass case to cover 
the whole was only wanting to complete it." 
Instead of gravel yon tread npon a pavement of the 
most highly polished porphyry, of which costly 
material the walks of the garden are composed, the 
various orange-trees, shrubs, and flowers being par- 
titioned off by screens of a highly wrought descrip- 
tion. Down the centre of each walk are white 
marble fountains, the play of which, however, is 
silent now, the pipes and communications leading to 
them being either choked up or destroyed. Passing 
up the middle one, you approach the mausoleum, 
the whole of which, with its lofty minarets, is of 
white marble. The central arch forms the entrance, 
and by a small flight of steps you descend into the 
interior, and then behold a picture well qualified 
to strike the spectator with astonishment and admi- 
ration ; for of so exquisitely wrought and highly 
finished a character is the architecture, that, coupled 
with the dazzling purity of the marble, you can at 
the moment almost fancy the entire fabric to be 
the produce of the loom instead of the chisel ! 

Enclosed within a richly fretted screen, of a 
character, if possible, of even a higher order than 
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the rest, and covered with crimson velvet, is the 
spot where lie the remains of a favourite daughter 
of Aurungzebe, who died during the period of the 
Emperor^s expedition to the frontiers of Cashmere, 
and over whom this superb edifice was erected by 
the Viceroy of Aurungabad ; who, in adopting the 
measure, however, met with the severest reprehen- 
sion from his sovereign for this pompous but 
useless expenditure of the public treasure. It is 
singular the resemblance the whole bears to the 
sarcophagi of the Medici at Florence : * that monu- 
ment of the power of the merchant princes is still 
unfinished, but were it otherwise, its classic beauty 
and its costly material would be alike secondary 
to the noble pile before you. 

* " Beautiful as it is," says Major Scherer, in his Tour through 
the North of Italy, in allusion to this beautiful specimen of 
Florentine sculpture, ** yet I have seen others of a far nobler 
and richer character; need I say that I allude to those splendid 
monuments of former grandeur left by the Mogul emperors in 
the plains of Hindostan P " 

There are many who assert that both the tombs at Agra and 
Aurungabad must have been built under the superintendence of 
Italians. Though this admits of probability, it by no means 
amounts to a certainty. For the supersession of the Gothic, and the 
introduction of a lighter and more graceful order of architecture, 
Europe was indebted to her Saracen invaders; and, with the 
exception of Saint Peter's at Rome and a few others, it may be 
doubted if any buildings of a subsequent period will bear 
comparison in elegance and beauty with the splendid remains of 
Oriental structure still visible in Sicily and the south of Spain. 
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On each side of the garden are serais, or public 
places, devoted in former days to the use of the 
followers of the Prophet for their rest and refresh- 
ment; two of them are floored with red marble, 
each slab having an alternate line of red and black 
around it, which produces a very singular, though 
not unpleasing effect. 

Though no less than fifty thousand rupees are 
annually given by the Nizam's government towards 
keeping the establishment in repair, the whole is 
fast going to ruin. The garden exhibits but one 
continual scene of waste and desolation ; the trellis- 
work and screens being on every side defaced and 
destroyed, the shrubs and flowers torn up, and the 
trees decayed. We were told, I know not with 
what truth, that of the sum allowed for maintaining 
the grounds and building, not one rupee was ever 
appropriated to that purpose; that the Nizam, piqued 
at the refusal of the British minister at his court 
to concur in his project of pulling down the whole, 
and transferring the materials to Hyderabad, for 
the purpose of erecting a mausoleum for his own 
family in the capital, had allowed the sum in 
question to be embezzled by those to whose charge 
the care of the buildii^g was entrusted, without even 
instituting any inquiry as to how it was applied. 
It surely would not be any stretch of arbitrary 
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power on the part of the British Government, no* ' 
be deemed an tmjnst interference, were their 
representative instructed to hint their wishes that 
this noble structure, the second in India, should 
not be left to fall a sacrifice at the shrine of 
ignorance, caprice, and avarice. 

On the 24th we restuned our route to Doulutabad, 
which celebrated fortress, from the kindness of the 
British resident at the Court of the Nizam, (who 
forwarded us a pass for the occasion, without which 
no one is ever permitted to enter the interior,) 
we had every faciHty afforded us of viewing. This 
old form is still strictly adhered to, and originated 
in former days in the place having been the 
deposit of immense treasures, from the consideration 
of its being regarded as completely impregnable. 
Its greatest curiosity is the extensive (Subterraneous 
passage, which winds round the whole of the 
fortifications, nearly to the summit of the rock, 
a work of unparalleled, almost superhuman labour. 
The gratification, however, derived from an in- 
spection of this wonderftd work of art is not without 
its alloy ; as, what with the heat of the sun, which 
playing constantly upon the rock from which the 
passage is excavated, renders its temperature not 
unlike that of an oven, together with the smoke 
and smell from the torches, which you are 

G 
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necessarily compelled to take with you, the effect 
almost amounts to actual suffocation ; and never 
shall I forget the feeling as it were of new life that 
shot through the whole frame on our onoe more 
emerging into the light of day. 

The town, situate.d at the base of the rock, was 
formerly of considerable extent, and possessed a 
large population ; indeed, one of the Mogul emperors 
passed a considerable part of his reign there, and 
once contemplated, it is said, making it his capital 
in preference to Delhi. It is now entirely in ruins, 
jthe only object worthy of observation being a 
minaa^et of immense height, erected by Auranzebe 
afber the surrender of the place to the Imperial 
arms, but of which, from its rickety state, it is by 
no means deemed safe to attempt the ascent. 

From thence we moved on to the small though 
beautifully situated town of Boza, a spot held in 
the highest degree of reverence by the Mussulman 
population of the coimtry, from the number of 
saints and holy men of that religion who are buried 
there, and whose tombs, rising in the midst of the 
bold and picturesque scenery around, form a tableau 
at once striking and pleasing. The object that 
most forcibly claims the attention of the passing 
traveller is the plain red marble slab, which, 
fiituated close to the rich shrine of one of the 
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holiest of the Imaums, maxks the spot which 
forms the last resting-place of Anrunzebey the 
simple monnnient of that fearful and all-powerfal 
sovereign; forming a striking contrast to the highly 
wrought marble screen, inlaid with JAsper, agate, 
and cornelians, which surrounds the remains of the 
being who, during his life-time, was as great an 
object of ridicule and indifference as the former 
was of dread, admiration, or terror. 

The air was cold and bracing, and breakfast 
over, we took our guns, resolved to range the 
adjoining jungles till dinner-time, as game of 
every description abounds here, though some of 
a kind we by no means felt disposed to encounter ; 
as sometimes, in pursuing a hare, the sportsman 
should be on his guard lest he by chance stumble 
upon a tiger — ^an incident in this part of the world 
by no means of uncommon occurrence : however, 
we sallied forth, and after several hours^ prosperous 
sport, without meeting any forest adversaries dis- 
posed to interfere with our pastime, we returned 
to the old mosque, which we had constituted our 
head-quarters and sitting-room, and around which 
our tents were pitched. 

After dinner we again moved out, though taking 
a different route to that pursued in the morning. 
We had arrived at a drcular sheet of water, — ^whicb 
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had secured the classical designation of the " Punch 
Bowl," from the circumstance of its being entirely 
enclosed by a circle of small hills, — when up sprang 
two uncommonly fine large pea-fowl ; — crack 1 
crack ! went every fowling-piece on the instant ; 
but, whether owing to the advance of evening, or 
an optical delusion caused by the vigorous dis- 
cussion during our recent period of mastication of 
a more than usually excellent batch of Lafitte, or 
some other cause which I cannot determine, certain 
it is that everybody missed with the exception of 
one of the party, who was Bome fifty or sixty yards 
behind the rest, and of whose accuracy of aim we 
soon received ample proof in the exclamation of 
" Oh, Lord ! my ! " which, roared with sten- 
torian energy, proceeded from my nearest neigh- 
bour, who, with his hand applied to that part of 
the human frame generally expressed by a very 
simple, but somewhat anti-euphonious term, which 
modesty compels us to leave blank, was executing 
a variety of pirouettes and demivoltes, sufficient to 
have excited the admiration and envy of the ablest 
terpsichorist upon record. 

It appeared that the sportsman from whom the 
^hot proceeded, who on most occasions bore great 
reputation on the score of missing, had been left, 
as before-mentioned, considerably behind. He 
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was enlivening the monotony of his walk by an 
occasional hiccnp, when the rapid and successive 
discharge of so many fowling-pieces bursting upon 
his ear, resolved him not to be behind-hand with 
liie rest in the exhilarating noise that added so 
much to the interest of the scene: accordingly, 
without losing time in going through the unmean- 
ing ceremony of taking aim, he let fly both barrels, 
which occasioned the forcible invasion of the system 
t)f osteology of the sufferer previously alluded to, 
the attack being aggravated by the circumstance 
of the part in question being of a size and calibre, 
that would have even experienced some, difficulty 
in introducing itself into the capacious unmention- 
able part of the wearing apparel of Hendric Hudson, 
or some other equally celebrated Dutch navigator 
of the North Atlantic, which was usually devoted 
to covering that respected portion of the human 
frame. Fortunately, however, the distance being 
so great, little or nothing was the consequence, be- 
yond the pain inflicted by the application, which 
the person best qualified to judge declared he could 
liken to nothing else but a huge bunch of thistles 
in full, continued, and vigorous play! 

For several days after this we were occupied in 
viewing the far-famed Caves of Ellora, which are 
excavated from the bottom of the range of trap 
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and granite hills upon which the town of Soza is 
situated. These stupendous works of human art 
and ingenuity (which Bishop Heber, in his inte* 
resting Journal, has so truly termed as descrying 
the first place among the Wonders of the world, 
and a sight of which alone was in itself induce^ 
ment enough for a voyage to the Indian shores), 
presenting so great a similarity to the architectural 
monuments and colossal figures of Egypt, and 
remarkable for an equal degree of remote antiquity 
attached to them, afford an inexhaustible field 
for the research of the enterprising antiquary and 
historian. 

Their history, the period when made, and the 
object of such a work of superhuman labour, are 
buried in the deepest obscurity, where it is to be 
feared they must ever remain ; for no sooner does 
the traveller arrive at what he deems, in his own 
mind, satisfactory conclusions as to what he wit- 
nesses in one part, than all his preconceived opinions 
are at once thrown to the ground by what meets 
his view in another ; for, singular as it may appear, 
it is no less true, that in the very same excavated 
chamber you. will alike find emblems of the jarring 
and conflicting religions of Brahma and Boodh. 

The range eictends for nearly a mile and a half, 
the two Caves most remarkable being those of the 
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Temple of Keilas, and the Carpenter's Cave. The 
former is a complete building, standing by itself, 
hewn out of the entire rock, of Hindoo origin, 
and exhibiting sculpture of the veiy highest order, 
with two colossal pillars of the most finished de- 
scription, standing bj themselves in advance of 
the main body of the work. The latter, of an 
inferior kind, causes however greater astonish- 
ment in the mind of the western beholder, from 
its being, in some degree, similar to the Gk)thic, 
and its singular resemblance, in many points, to 
the nave of a cathedral. 

The Brahmins of the neighbourhood have so 
many astonishing narratives connected with the 
whole, that I cannot bring myself to publish even 
one, lest the reputation of our own historic narrator 
and traveller. Baron Munchausen, should be in- 
jured by the recital ; his wondrous adventures being 
ordinary and everyday occurrences when placed in 
comparison with those related by our Indian in- 
formants. 

A disagreeable adventure occurred on the even- 
ing of the last day of our rambles among the caves, 
that by no means tended to enhance the pleasure 
of our excursion. We had all retired for the 
night and, heartily fatigued, were buried in pro- 
found sleep, when the most tremendous uproar 
that ever burst upon mortal ears effectually 
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aroused us from our slumbers. The shouts of 
the servants, the bellowing of cattle, and the 
yelping of curs, all forming an united chorus 
better conceived than described. 

I started up, and by the light of the moon, 
which shone with considerable briUiancy, per- 
ceived within fifteen, yards of the tent a tiger of 
the largest size, which had seized upon one of the 
bullocks ! A shot struck him, and I pulled with 
all the energy of desperation to the triggers of my 
double barrel, in perfect agony at its singular 
obstinacy in refusing to go off, a circumstance 
which was afterwards accounted for in its not 
being cocked. Fortunately, however, the wound 
he had received, the full stretch of so many voices 
joined in such tremendous yells, with a huge flamci 
which suddenly shot up from the embers of a large 
fire, originally kindled by the servants to defend 
themselves firom the cold of the night, all united 
so completely to startle the monster, that he let go 
his hold, and to our great relief scampered off, 
apparently as much frightened as ourselves. 

A few days more, occupied entirely with our 
field sports, and marked with no further incident 
deserving of any paxticuLir notice, terminated our 
excursion, and found us again with our respective 
regiments. 



THE BHEEL. 



AN INCTOBNT OP C5IRCUMSTAifl^TIAL EVIDENCE. 



In the month of June, 1826, a young officer of 
the regiment I belonged to was murdered under 
circumstances of peculiar atrocity, at the village of 
Nawur, in the northern part of the Deccan, only 
eight miles distant from camp. An event so 
unusual, — for a circumstance of the kind had not 
occurred within the last five or six years, and the 
country was at peace, — excited the highest degree of 
astonishment and horror ; and never shall I forget 
the dreadful appearance the body of the unfortu- 
nate young man presented when it was brought in. 
The neck and back of the head were laid open by 
a fearful gash ; the blade-bone was bare, and that 
of the right elbow almo^t cut in two ; there were 
several other cuts also upon the back and arms. 
He was still living when he arrived, borne on a 
litter by some country people, but expired shortly 
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afterwards, without iDCing able to give one word 
explanatory of the dreadful event. 

A party of mat-makers, consisting of five men 
and two women, whose small tents were pitched 
only twelve or. fourteen yards firom where the 
murder took place, were arrested on suspicion and 
brought in for trial. 

A court-martial assembled, and proceeded to 
investigate the affair, the members of which sat 
for some days, but were imable to obtain any 
clue to unravel the mystery. A number of sus- 
picious circumstances tended greatly to criminate 
the accused persons, but others again intervened to 
Tender it more than doubtful that they were the 
murderers ; their peaceful habits, the general timi- 
dity of all persons of this description, the absence 
of a weapon of any kind, save a small crooked 
knife used for the purposes of cutting bamboos for 
their mats, were all urged in their favour. But, 
on the other hand, blood was found on their 
clothes in more places than one, even also on 
one of their knives, and not a single human being 
except themselves had been seen near the place 
throughout the whole day. But what told against 
them more than anything else, was the deposition 
of the surgeon of the regiment who examined the 
body, a gentleman of the highest judgment and ex- 



THE BHfiEL« 91 

perience, who stated, that although in his opinion 
the blow on the head, with the greater part of the 
others, were inflicted hj some sharp instrument 
similar to a sabre or cutla£», and as certainly dealt 
hj no inexperienced hand, still he was convinced 
that the gash on the arm was caused by one of the 
knives, or by one similar to those found in possession 
of the accused. 

He had, in presence of another officer, one of 
the members of the court, applied one to the 
wound, and found it to correspond in every respect; 
a part of the arm was jagged and bruised, par- 
taking more of the nature of a violent dent than 
a cut ; and this fitted the lower part of the knife 
exactly, it being merely a piece of iron, and never 
sharpened. 

The only evidence of any importance in addition 
to this was that of the deceased officer's servant, 
which went to involve the afbir in still greater 
mystery. ,He deposed that his master had the 
evening previous sent o£P his baggage and atten- 
dants to the next stage, retaining only a small 
sleeping tent and camp bedstead, with one servant, 
himself intending to follow in the morning. About 
three o'clock he was aroused by a volley of stones 
being thrown apparently at the tent. He listened, 
but heard nothing, and his master was still fast 
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asleep. He had agaia composed himself to rest, 
whea he was aroused by a loud cry. On staxtiiig 
up he beheld the tent filled with armed men, and 
his master covered with blood lying on his bed; 
he shouted for help; the wounded man made an 
attempt to reach the door, but fell quite exhausted. 
What f mi;her occurred he could not remember, as 
he himself was at that instant knocked down and 
wounded; and when he recoTered his senses, he 
found his master surrounded by the village people, 
with the mat-makers in their custody. 

When asked if he could identify any of them, 
he closely examined the countenances of all, and 
at length declared he could not. This rendered 
it more difficult than ever to sift the affair, since 
whatever actuated the murderers to the deed» it 
was very evident plunder was not their object. 

When called upon for their defence, the prisoners 
protested their entire innocence of what they were 
charged with ; that they saw the tent .surrounded 
with armed men, but were too much frightened 
even to move from where they were; that the 
blood on their clothes, as well as on the knife, 
proceeded from a sheep they had killed the pre- 
vious evening ; and, finally, they appealed to the 
Court to ask what motive could have induced them 
to commit such a crime? After long deliberation, 
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a verdict of " Not QuiUyP'* was returned, whicli 
excited a great degree of dissatisfaetion at the time, 
and the Commander-in-Chief, having severely ani* 
madverted upon the conduct of the members, as 
not having discharged their duty, dissolved the 
Court. 

Proclamations were issued, and large rewards 
offered for the discovery of the murderers, but in 
vain. Months roUed on ; by degrees the circum* 
stance which caused such a sensation at first, like 
all events in a military life, became less talked of, 
and at length almost forgotten. 

Before resuming my narrative, it will not per- 
haps appear misplaced to offer a few observations 
on circumstantial evidence. A learned judge, who 
has been esteemed one of our ablest lawyers, pre- 
vious to his elevation to the bench once declared, 
that where any doubt existed, he preferred entering 
into and sifting its minutiss, valuing it in its bear- 
ings upon^a case much more than testimony of a 
more direct character; and I myself have heard 
two or three military men, filling the office of 
Judge Advocate Greneral, persons of no ordinary 
talent, declare the same. Surely this is erroneous, 
or, at least, ought to be observed with considerable 
reservation. I may be wrong, not being con- 
versant with law theories ; but when I reflect upon 
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die mauy innocent persons consigned to an nnjtlst 
sentence, convicted solely upon circumstantial evi- 
dence, I cannot refrain from a wish that, shonld 
these pages ever be perused by one who at some 
friture period may be called upon to serve on a 
jury, or sit as member of a court-martial, he may 
weU deUberate in his own mind before he gives a 
verdict that may consign to an irrevocable doom 
an innocent person, and to remember the saying 
of that inestimable man who declared, — '^ If there 
is a doubt, let the prisoner benefit by it ; for better 
is it that a hundred guilty beings should escape^ 
than 6ne innocent person should suffer." 

The mountains and thick impervious jungles of 
Kandeish were at this time chiefly inhabited by 
Bheels, a wild, savage, ferocious race of robbers. 
Formerly they used to issue from their fastnesses 
in considerable numbers, spreading terror and de* 
vastation wherever they came; but of late years, 
by the attempts of the Bombay Grovemment to 
civilize them, aided by several strong examples 
made of the ringleaders, their depredations are 
seldom heard of. Many have been enlisted in the 
Bheel corps which have been raised ; several have 
turned husbandmen ; and numbers have left their 
old haunts and habits, and, dispersing themselves 
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in the cities and towns of the various provinces 
a^acent, have become peaceful inhabitants of the 
places where they have settled. 

A few small gangs, however, still issue from 
their hiding places, (to which none can follow, as 
the pestUental air of the jungles renders it almost 
certain death to any but a Bheel to pass a night in 
them,) kjing the adjoining country, both Nizam's 
and British, under contribution; these axe, how- 
ever, becoming more rare, from the vigilance of 
Ihe irregolar horse, whose sabres generally make 
short work among the depredators, whenever they 
fiedl in with th^n. 

To partake of the annual ieast held by his tribe, 
a Bheel left the city of Aurungabad, where he had 
resided for several years, and proceeded to a small 
village about fifteen miles distant, Ihe place ap^ 
pointed for the rendezvous. During the day he 
remarked a handsomely wrought ivory-handled 
dasp knife of EngUsh manufacture in possession of 
one of the party ; and, somewhat surprised at the 
circumstance, he questioned him as to where he 
had obtained it. 

'* Oh ! " replied the other, carelessly, either 
thrown off his guard by the suddenness of the 
question, or in the supposition that he was address- 
ing a friend from whom no danger was to be 
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apprehended, '^ I was one of those who assisted 
at the murder of the British officer at Nawnr two 
years ago, and found this in the tent/' 

*^ Is that all?" said the other with indifference, 
and the subject dropped. 

That very night he posted back with all speed 
to the city, and demanding an interview with 
the firitish officer commanding the Nizam's force 
stationed there, laid before him what he had heard. 
No time was to be lost ; a party of the horse, 
taking the Bheel with them as a guide, rode off, 
and reached the village as morning dawned; the 
man was pointed out, seized, tied on a horse with 
saddle-girths, and brought in. For some time he 
was sullen and obstinate, asserting that the charge 
against him was a fabrication on the part of his 
accuser to ruin him ; but threatened with death on 
the one hand, and a handsome reward and firee 
pardon for the share he had taken in the transac- 
tion, if he divulged all he knew, on the other, he 
at length made the following confession. 

Formerly he belonged to a gang headed by 
a Bheel, who for many years had undergone a 
rigorous confinement by order of the viceroy of 
Aurungabad, in that city. This he imputed to 
Mr. Canning, the then Resident British Commis- 
sioner ; and, as his punishment had been aii unjust 
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one, lie vowed to be levenged. Two years ago 
the greater paxt of the gang, led by this maa, had 
proceeded to the village of Nawur for the purpose 
of plundering some merehaols, who were proceed- 
ing with a large quantity of grain to the city of 
Hyderabad. On their arrival, late at night, they 
discovered that it had been lodged inside the 
village,^ consequently their intention to plunder it 
was rendered abortive* They were returning from 
the place when they saw a light at a small dis- 
tance, on moving towards which they found it 
proceeded from a small open tent, in which a 
British officer was lying asleep. The leader wa$ 
some paces in advance of the rest, when several 
of the gang called out to him to keep back, as 
there was nothing to be plundered. He still, 
however, went forward, they following, till he 
reached the door of the tent, when turning round, 
and merely saying, ^^ All Europeans are alike ; I 
have suffered from one, and now will have my re- 
venge,' ' he advanced towards the bed of the uncon- 

* All villages in the Deccan, in fact almost throughout all 
India north of the Kistna, are surrounded with a mud wall, 
having a tower at each angle, forming, during the troublesome 
period that preceded the British Empire in the East, a tolerable 
security against petty freebooters and predatory horse, numerous 
bands of which had spread themselvea over, and devastated the 
whole country. 

H 
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scions sleeper. In the next instantdiis sabre flew 
from the scabbard, and he aimed a violent blow 
at the unfortunate youth, intending to sever his 
head from his body : it encountered, however, the 
back of the skull, — ^the officer started up, — ^a second 
blow was more fatal, and he simk down again. 
The whole of them now fell upon him, but he 
struggled still, and at length succeeded in reaching 
the door of the tent, when one of them felled him 
to the earth with the blow of a knife which he 
had picked up, belonging to a party of mat- 
makers who were close by. They now thought 
him dead, and fled hastily from the spot. 

Scarcely was the deed perpetrated ere the mur- 
derer became terror-struck at what he had done ; 
not remorse, but the dread of its being discovered 
seized him, while his feelings were aggravated by 
the reproaches of his followers, who now accused 
him of being the cause of destruction to the whole 
body. He fled, and for some time his fate was 
unknown to them ; but it was at last discovered 
that, terrified at the large rewards held out for the 
discovery of the murderer, he had escaped to a 
remote part of the country, and building himself a 
hut on a high and steep hill, which commanded a 
ftdl and extensive view for miles round, in this 
spot, which he never quitted unless to procure a 
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few roots and a small quantity of grain for his 
subsistence, he had ever since continued to drag on 
a miserable existence. 

Here finished the narrative. . After some coi^ 
sideration, a party of the horse, taking hotb Bheels 
with them, were despatched to theplape, with 
strict injunctions to take him,- if possible, alive. 
From what had been said, it was easy t<> pero^ve 
that the task of apprehending him would be very 
difficult, if not altogether impossible, should he 
take the alarm. It was resolved, therdbie, that 
the parfy should proceed to the foot of the hill by 
night, the horsemen staying in a small but thick 
clump of trees situated at the bottom, there to wait 
tiU the morning, when the two guides should pro- 
ceed up to his dweUing, and engaging him in 
conversation, watch the favourable moment, and 
call out to them to ride up and seize him. 

Daylight dawned, and the miserable inmate 
issuing from his hut, gazed keenly and anxiously 
everywhere round him. His form was wasted; and 
however athletic and active it might formerly have 
been, was now worn to an absolute skeleton. As 
he threw his furtive glances around, he saw the 
figures of two persons approaching from the trees at 
the base of the hiUL Hastily casting himself on the 
ground, he watched their motions with a lynxean 
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eye; ttey approached, and he oonld perceive they 
were unarmed, consequently did not come apparently 
as foes. Still a feeling of terror shook him, and he 
was turning to fly, when they called out to him: 
somewhat reassured, he awaited their arrival 

" Is it you?" he exclaimed as they approached. 
" Why do I feel troubled at your presence — iEtre 
you come to betray me?" 

They answered him soothingly, and produced 
some provisions, upon which the unhappy object 
seized with the utmost avidity. 

" My days are then not yet closed," he con- 
tinued, whilst the perpetual wandering of his eye 
showed the unsettled state of his mind, " though 
too well am I assured it will one day be dis- 
covered ; for what is it makes me regard even you 
with so much dread?— r Ah! they have come at 
last." 

He caught the flash from the carbine of one of 
the horsemen, on the barrel of which the sun, 
which had now risen, reflected. " Betrayed, be- 
trayed!" he shouted, and rushed down the hill. 
Calling to the soldiers, and pointing out the way 
he had taken, the Bheels darted after him. The 
horsemen galloped round the foot of the hill, 
riding at and over everything ; the progress of the 
miserable fugitive was soon airested, and one of 
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them, as he came up, felled him to the earth with 
the butt of his lance. 

He was tried the very evening he arrived, and 
the next morning led out to meet the doom 
awarded him. Now that the worst had happened 
he seemed perfectly indiflFerent to his fiite. " I 
have had my revenge," he said, " in taking the 
life of one of your Sirdars, and now mine is 
required in return — ^blood for blood. Be it so; 
it is valueless, and is nothing in my estimation 
compared to the one I have taken." 

He was conducted to a gibbet erected on a hill 
overlooking the camp and its vicinity; and in a 
few minutes after ceased to breathe, the body 
being left suspended as a warning to others. 



HAECOURT. 



[For the outline of the following singular and eventful histoiy 
I am indebted to a brother officer, whose name has attained 
the highest degree of reputation for classic and antiquarian 
research, not only in his own countiy, but throughout the 
whole of Europe. It is to be regretted, perhaps, that no 
trace has been left, or at least can be discovered, of incidents 
that would have formed a complete chain for the connexion 
of the entire narrative, though it is to be hoped that sufficient 
has been given in the following pages to enable the reader to 
form a tolerably correct estimate of the course of the careei' 
it is intended to portray, as well as to create in his mind 

• that degree of interest which, in the extraordinary occurrences 
to which it relates, will repay him in its perusal.] 
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PART THE FIRST. 



One hot, stdtry, oppressive day in the month of 
August, 1793, before any stir had announced the 
early rising of the motley and noisy population of 
the Rock, and almost immediately after the gates 
of the Fortress had been opened, two gentlemen 
saUied out from the lines of Gibraltar, and proceeded 
in the direction of the neutral grotmd. 

The advanced sentry, as they passed him, glanced 
at them with a slight degree of surprise. That 
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both were military officers, although attired in 
plain clothes, was manifestly evident, not only 
from their general appearance, but from the large 
miUtaiy cloak, which, notwithstanding the into- 
lerable heat of the weather, was thrown around 
one of them. The other, the taUer and yoimger 
of the two, was attired in a suit of deep black, 
which certainly appeared as ill adapted for the 
close and heated atmosphere of the morning as 
the costume of his companion. 

They passed onward ; and whether it was they 
mistook the movement of the sentinel, as he half 
turned towards them in his measured tread on 
their approach, it seemed as if they involuntarily 
increased their pace as they passed him. 

A profoimd silence was maintained between the 
two as they continued their walk, which remained 
unbroken till they reached a spot at some distance 
from the Lines, where the ground was somewhat 
of an nndulating nature, and partiaUy screened 
them from observation. 

Arrived here, the elder of the officers dropped 
the mantle from his shoulders, and then discovered 
that he carried a pistol-case under his arm, for the 
concealment of which the cloak had in all pro- 
bability been assumed. 

« We haye acted up to your adversary's sug- 
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gestion," he said, looking at his watch, and then 
addressing his companion, '^ and it will be at least 
twenty minutes before we can expect their appear- 
ance ; let me therefore take advantage of the time 
to ask you if there is any other service that I can 
render you relative to this ugly affair." 

" Were it possible to add to the obligations you 
have already conferred upon me, Captain Osborne," 
replied the other, in a voice somewhat faltering 
with emotion, " in the kindness you have displayed 
towards an almost perfect stranger, believe me, 
I should not hesitate to offer you the opportunity 
of doing so ; but there is nothing — ^absolutely 
nothing ; for I may almost say I am the last of 
my family, conscious as I am of possessing no near 
relative to whom my fate, whatever it may be, 
would be deemed worthy of a passing thought or 
observation." 

" As to any little service I have rendered you, 
my dear Harcourt," returned the other, " do not 
let any such reminiscences disturb you, as under 
similar circumstances I should have stepped forward 
to assist any fine fellow struggling against an 
overbearing bully, exercising upon those destitute 
the means of resistance tlie power whick 
authority has unfortunately given him." 

" But the risk you entail upon yourself 1" said 
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Harcourt ; " the loss of your coimnission may "be 
the consequence of your iBriendly kindness towards 
myself." 

" The loss of my commission," replied Captain 
Osborne, " would indeed proTC somewhat disastrous 
to an idle dog like myself, who at least is devotedly 
attached to the profession he has chosen ; in other 
respects it would be a mere bagatelle, as I am not 
even dependant upon the paternal acres to which, 
sooner or later, I must succeed for an inheritance. 
But let this business terminate how it will, I do 
not think they can in any way catch hold of me : 
from my not belonging to the same regiment as 
Colonel Mortlake and yourself, no infringement of 
military discipline can be brought against me 
relative to the charge of violence against my 
superior officer ; and should you wing him, which 
I sincerely hope you will, and that pretty sharply 
too, old Beppo's 8per(mare is all ready to convey 
you out of reach of the first outburst of martinet 
indignation ; when I trust that a clear and honest 
representation of your case in the highest quarter, — 
of the insults you were exposed to, the forbearance 
you displayed, and lastly, that you were driven to 
your present mode of redress by the taunts of your 
adversary himself,— ^will enable you, after a sharp 
reprimand ^(?^/^«i^^, to rejoin your regiment, from 
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which I wonld advise your exchanging with all 
conyenient speed, and towards effecting which my 
people will render you erery assistance ; — and their 
influence is at least not inferior to that of your 
domineering Commander. By the way, you may 
have heard, perhaps, he is a sure and deadly hand 
at the weapon ; and as his perseyering enmity in 
dragging you out fully expresses what his in- 
tentions are, I trust you are not wholly without 
some experience in the use of it." 

" I have neyer had occasion to try," returned 
Harcourt, with a feint smile, « and imder any 
circumstances should haye had a repugnance to do 
so ; you may therefore readily conceiye, under those 
at present existing, what my situation must be, 
exposed as I am on the one side to losing my life 
in a contest in which neither honour nor distinction 
is to be acquired; on the other, to poverty and 
ruin. It almost induces v me to risk the certain 
chance of the first, as immeasurably the lesser evil 
of the two." 

" The lesser evil to which you allude," said 
Osborne, drily, "is one that at all events may 
hereafter be alleviated, if not altogether removed, 
while the first admits of no such distinction. But 
how in Heaven's name did the affair of last night 
originate? I was late at the Senora Dolores' 
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tertulia myself, and though I witnessed what 
subsequently occurred, and offered you my as- 
sistance when I saw that others were unable, or 
unwilling to come forward, I am ignorant as to 
how the business first of all originated, beyond 
what you have mentioned, that your attentions to 
the fair Dona Isidora seem to have excited him in 
the highest degree ; for it is absurd to suppose that 
the mere accidentally jostling him in the anteroom, 
on your taking your departure, could either account 
for Colonel Mortlake^s outrageous violence, or 
his eventually more subdued but vindictive ma- 
levolence. You cannot but be ignorant that he 
is considered a devoted admirer of the lovely 
Sefiorita." 

'^ In as far aa regards the general rumours of 
the garrison," replied Harcourt, " or casual con- 
versation at the mess, I have certainly heard such 
observations made, but have never yet been given 
to understand that they implied anything of a 
serious nature ; besides, if they had, the few minutes' 
conversation I had with the young lady was of 
the most common-place description — ^was heard by 
all around — and may be said to have been almost 
equally addressed to her mother, the Senora Dolores, 
who, at least, it is said, would have no objection to 
receiving Colonel Mortlake as a son-in-law." 
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" A sentiment which is "by no means participated 
in by her daughter,*' said Osborne, laughing; 
" you are not aware, then, that twice your respected 
Commander has offered himself and fortune to the 
fair Spaniard's acceptance, and twice has his 
flattering offer been declined, with an intimation 
on the part of the cruel donzella, — feelingly, but 
firmly expressed, — that no more in future should be 
attempted. Her last rejection of him took place 
only yesterday morning; and the disappointed 
suitor was heard to declare, that whoever was his 
•rival, he should not enjoy his triumph long." 

" His rival!" replied Harcourt in astonishment; 
" why my acquaintance with the Senora is of the 
most recent and limited nature ; and of the whole 
regiment, I was the very last on whom he should 
have fixed such a suspicion." 

" Jealousy," returned Osborne, " is proverbially 
sharp-sighted, though the keenness of its vision, 
when influenced by passion, is sometimes mis- 
directed; and Mortlake's imagination on this oc^ 
casion may not so much have been actuated by 
your own bearing as that of the Sefiora. That she 
experienced pleasure in your attentions, however 
ordinary and common-place they may have been, 
I can easily conceive ; and her eyes may perhaps 
have expressed this in a manner that her rejected 
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innamoratoasqui<M7peroeiyed; a Spanish woman^s 
eyes, at least, are ever the windows of the soul, 
whatever truth there may be in the proverb which 
ascribes this peculiarity to the whole of the sex. 
She may also have been influenced by another 
feeling, the consequences of which she could not 
foresee, and whiph may have induced her to take 
this method of piquing her suitor's pride^ and 
thus^ inducing him to desist from a pursuit, which 
becomes an absolute annoyance to its object when 
she cannot reciprocate the feeling in which it 
originates. But did Mortlake make no observation 
to you at the time ? " 

" None whatever," replied Harcourt ; " I had 
risen to hand the Senora a glass of lemonade, 
when I caught his glance fixed upon me with an 
expression I never shall forget, in the intense and 
deadly hate it conveyed. It astonished and con- 
fused me at the moment, not knowing to what to 
attribute such an occurrence; and almost imme- 
diately afterwards, fearful of having unintentionally 
given offence, I went up to him for the purpose of 
apologising for having done so. He however 
evaded giving me the opportunity I sought, and as 
he continued doing so in the most marked and 
almost offensive manner, I at length desisted. 
The rest you yourself witnessed in the anteroom 
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pievioiu to our departmey on takiiig leave for the 
evening. I had stretched forth mj liand to reach 
mj foraging cap, when, in doing so, I accidentallj 
touched Colonel Mordake hy the arm. He tamed 
npon me like a tiger, with the exclamation of 

* D ^n you. Sir, what do you mean?' I drew 

back, and apologised, mentioning that my jostling 
him was purely accidental, when he followed up 
his first observation,'* continued the youth, *^his 
countenance becoming alternately pale and crunaon 
with indignation, by the opprobrious epithets you 
heard, which he tauntingly concluded by telling 
me, if such terms were offensive to my delicate ear, 
I well kne^ where to look for redress, if I dared ; 
as whatever disparily of rank existed between us, 
he was perfectly willing to forget, and equally 
so to afford me any satisfSetction I thought proper 
to demand. As all present appeared anxious to 
hnrry from a scene which had produced so painfbl 
an impression upon every one assembled, I ap- 
proached a brother officer, and solicited his assist- 
ance in making the requisite arrangements for 
the meeting which lay before me. My request 
was received with such evident and unwilling 
uneasiness, that, without waiting for a reply, I 
turned to a second, and had commenced proffering 
it to him, when he at once stopped me by candidly 
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throwing himself upon my generosity, and begging 
that I wonld not nrge his becoming a party to an 
affair which brought him into immediate collision 
with his commanc^g officer, the consequences of 
which might be productive to him of irreparable 
injury, if not worse. It was then you so generously 
stepped forward, having been an ear-witness of 
what had passed, and voluntarily tendered your 
good offices in AilfiUing, what the officers of my 
own regiment," he continued, with some degree of 
bitterness, *^ seemed so anxious to avoid." 

^' You must not be too hard upon them," said 
Osborne; ''their situation was a difficult one; 
believe me, it was not merely self-interest that 
influenced their decision. Had it been a common- 
place injury they were called upon to sustain, or 
a mere question of self-sacrifice, I feel assured diat 
neither one nor the other would for a moment 
have prevented either of your brother officers from 
acting promptly in your behalf; but the question 
becomes a grave one, when it entails the risk ot 
making an enemy for life of a person who possesses 
the dangerous power of being able to make or mar 
you ; a power, entre nous soit dit, which Mortlake 
has the reputation of stretching to its very utmost 
extent, in the furtherance of his interests, or what 
is worse, the gratification of his malevolent passions. 
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Have you ever," he continued, after a moment's 
thought, " been previously brought in contact with 
him, or is this incident the only business that has 
occurred between you ? " 

" Till this moment, neither on duty or otherwise, 
has a word of ill-feeling ever passed between us, 
that I have any recollection of," replied Harcourt 

" You must have stung him deeply, then,'' 
rejoined Osborne, " or otherwise he would have 
had recourse to the securer mode of retaliation 
Bumour asserts he has so often indulged in, and, to 
the disgrace of our service be it said, with success ; 
for last night, on going to him, in the hope that 
some explanation might be afforded in regard to 
what seemed to have originated in some incompre- 
hensible misunderstanding, — confound the fellow I 
if he did not appear well inclined to turn upon me, 
in return for my pacific overtures; and, truth to 
say, I was more than half disposed to indulge him. 
We however contrived to separate without coming 
to any actual quarrel ; and I proceeded in search of 
his old Major, to whom he referred me, who 
appeared as reluctant as a person well could be 
to undertake the duty assigned him, but which, 
poor fellow, he dared not disobey, I am well 
satisfied, therefore, that his intentions towards you 
are h Voutrance, and it will be no fault on his part 
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if they axe not fulfilled to the most fatal extent. 
What his object is in so doing, beyond yielding 
to a blind impulse of jealous phrensy, it is difficult 
to determine ; unless, indeed, he deems, either that 
such a proceeding will improve his position with 
la helU Eapagnoley or hopes, by these means, 
to deter others from approaching her, — ^but here 
they are." 

Two other gentlemen now approached the spot 
where they stood, who, from the direction in which 
they came, had evidently made a circuit from the 
lines to avoid observation. The one was an 
elderly, mild-looking, grey-haired man, with an 
appearance at once both prepossessing and in- 
telligent, and forming altogether a marked and 
striking contrast to his companion. 

The latter was a fine, tall, soldier-like, and 
powerfully built man, of about two or three and 
thirty years of age, whose countenance was hand- 
some, and who had that unmistakeable look about 
him, expressive of his having mingled in the first 
circles of society ; but there was a sinister, suUen 
glance in his dark, gleaming eyes, overshadowed 
with thick, bushy eyebrows, that imparted to his 
features an unpleasing, and at times a repulsive 
character, from which the spectator instinctively 
shrank; the tout ensemble indeed being strongly 

I 
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expressive of a coarse, overbearing, even briital 
nature, conjoined with the most violent and 
. malignant passions, nnchecked and imcontrolled by 
any feeling having the remotest approach to either 
reason or principle. 

A cold, stem salutation passed between the 
parties, on the arrival of the new comers, after 
which Captain Osborne, addressing Major Bolton, 
the second of Colonel Mortlake, took him for a few 
minutes aside. Their conversation apparently re- 
lated to the possibility of even then preventing a 
hostile meeting, as, though unheard by the two 
, principals, it was terminated by the Major's 
saying, — "Well, well, I may ss well try, at all 
events, and will mention what you have stated." 

He accordingly approached his friend, whom he 
appeared to address with much earnestness, and 
who at first listened to his observations in lower- 
ing, gloomy silence — ^then broke out into abrupt 
interruptions — and finally concluded their con- 
ference by saying, in a loud, imperious voice, so as 
to be heard by all present, — "I came out. Sir, 
for other purposes than to listen either to your 
representations or those of others ; and have there- 
fore to request you will at once proceed to make 
the requisite arrangements for what brought me 
here." 
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Major Bolton Ut his lip, but said nothing in 
reply, as he turned towards Osborne with a glance 
which seemed to intimate, '' I told 70U how it would 
be." The seconds now rapidly but quietly pro- 
ceeded with their business, satisfied that all efforts 
on their part to produce a reconciliation were out 
of the question. The pistols were loaded, and on 
lots being drawn as to who was to measure the 
ground, it fell to Captain Osborne ; who had com- 
menced his task^ when Colonel Mortlake called 
out with a sneer, '^ You are evidently determined, 
Sir, that as long an interval as possible shall be 
placed between us." 

The officer in question continued the business 
on which he was engaged, without paying any 
immediate attention to the taunt, beyond if pos- 
sible lengthening the strides with which he had 
commenced it ; but on its conclusion, he walked up 
to the speaker, and touching his hat said, — '^ Colonel 
Mortlake, I am occupied in a duty of which I am 
the best judge, and upon which common decency, 
I will not say gentlemanly courtesy, should have 
required that you, at all events, should have fore- 
borne any comment; but I give you now most 
explicitly to understand, — and I call upon you. 
Major Bolton, to bear testimony to what I say,-— 
that in the event of your uttering one single 
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observation more, I shall instantly withdraw my 
friend from the ground, and publicly proclaim to 
the whole world my reasons for so doing." 

Colonel Mortlake glared upon the speaker for a 
moment, and it seemed as if his passion was about 
to burst forth beyond all possibility of tontrol. 
He checked himself however by a strong effort, 
though the exertion seemed to convulse his whole 
frame in doing so. 

Without paying any ftirther regard to him. 
Captain Osborne turned upon his heel, and rejoin- 
ing the Major, each immediately led his principal to 
their appointed places. The weapons were placed 
in their hands ready cocked, it being arranged that 
on the word " Ready ! " they were to bring them to . 
the level of the present, and on the subsequent 
word " Fire ! " both triggers were to be drawn on 
the instant. 

The adversaries now stood fa<;ing each other; 
and a greater contrast than that they respectively 
presented it would be difficult to imagine. Colonel 
Mortlake stood with his side towards his antagonist, 
his pistol grasped firmly in his hand, his body 
slightly inclined forward, and his whole bearing 
exhibiting the practised duellist; while the ma- 
levolent and vindictive passion which distorted hia 
features, was in no slight degree intermingled 
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with a covert expressiofi of fiendish exultation. 
Harcourt stood with his full front directed towards 
him, his weapon held negligently, as if scarcely 
conscious of its touch : his countenance was pale, 
but all vestige of agitation had passed away, and 
he stood forth the image of quiet, firm resolution, 
the last whispered observation of his friend 
Osborne being almost unheeded, as he said, << No 
haste — ^bring your weapon up gently, with its 
muzzle sHghtly depressed, and fire low." 

There was a dead silence of a few seconds, 
which was broken by the clear, sonorous voice 
of the Major, as he gave the first signal, " Ready ! " 
it was almost immediately followed by its fatal 
sequence, the utterance of which seemed scarcely 
audible, so closely was it followed by the simul- 
taneous report of both pistols, which was of so 
instantaneous a nature,- that it would have led an 
uninterested heaarer to suppose but one explosion 
had taken place, 

Harcourt staggered a few steps, but quickly 
recovered himself, and picked up his hat which 
had fallen. As he did so, he at once perceived the 
deadly accuracy of his antagonist's shot, which 
must have absolutely passed through his hair, 
slightly grazing the skin, as a momentary faintness 
seemed to follow the shock, though it almost im* 
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mediately passed away! Colonel Mortlake stood 
firm as a rock, his eyes glaring with intense 
eagerness npon his adversary. Suddenly, as he 
saw that Harconrt remained tminjnred, a ghastly 
and livid paleness overspread his features, and 
merely uttering the words, " D — ^n, — I have missed 
the fellow, hy God ! " he seemed gradually to lean 
forward, and then fell heavily upon his face I 

All rushed towards him, and while his second 
raised his head from the ground, Captain Osborne 
endeavoured to ascertain where the ball had struck 
him. The place was soon evident, being a little 
below the right breast towards the side : they tore 
open his clothes^ and a single glance sufficed to 
show its fatal character. — ^Bubble, bubble, oozed a 
few dark, deep-coloured drops, and then stopped ; 
the shot had passed through his heart I As they 
gazed upon him, a slight foam speckled with blood 
seemed to issue from his lips, the eyes half un- 
closed, and then in their glassy stare became fixed 
for ever ! 

Harcourt stood gazing in a state of stupefaction 
upon the scene before him. However goaded, 
provoked, and driven to the perpetration of the act 
he had committed, it seemed at the moment as if 
the sting created by the homicide must hereafter 
adhere to him, and by its omnipresence prove in 
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itself the fittest example of retributive justice. He 
waa, however, roused from his gloomy reverie, by 
the voice of Osborne exclaiming, " Fly, Harcourt, — 
quick, quick; you have not a moment to lose. The 
SperoTuire lies close in shore, and you will find 
Beppo on the look-out; come, come! rouse yourself 
before it is too late ; should the firing have been 
heard by the picquet, they will be down on the 
instant." 

Scarcely conscious of what he was doing, though 
a sense of the danger he incurred by delay flashed 
across his mind, the unfortunate survivor of the 
late fatal event at length nerved himself for 
exertion; and wringing his friend's hand, and 
casting once more a wild glance of remorse upon 
the body of his late adversary, he rushed with all 
speed from the spot, — ^an example which was quickly 
afiierwards followed by the seconds. 

It was not till some hours afterwards that 
rumours of what had occurred became prevalent 
throughout the Fortress, mingled with audibly 
expressed feelings of satisfeiction at the escape of 
the survivor, and unmixed with the remotest 
' shadow of regret for the fate of the deceased. He 
belonged to a class of commanders, of whom the 
examples are fortunately now rare, both in the 
army and navy ; the voice of public opinion being 
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at the present period somewhat too powerfol for 
that abuse of authority as it existed in former 
years^ though occasionally the adyentitious pos- 
session of title, connexion, or OTerwhelming in- 
fluence, will cause the nomination to high office or 
command — ^to the exclusion of the most acknow- 
ledged merit and ability, as well as the most loyal, 
devoted, and successful service — of persons wholly 
unfitted for either; whose very education even 
would not have advanced them from the ranks, had 
they been bom to a humbler situation in life, but 
who are thus invested with the most absolute 
control over thousands, — ^perhaps millions; — ^who 
have hunted to destruction and ruin, with impunity, 
those who, without provocation, have become the 
objects of their envy and hatred ; and whose whole 
system of government would appear to have 
consisted in the depreciation of others superior to 
themselves, and in heaping every insult that a 
coarse and brutal nature could suggest, upon those 
destitute of the means of resistance. 
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CHAPTER L 



There are but few beings living, perhaps, of the 
present generation in England, who can recal to 
jnind the terrible events that occurred during the 
nights of the 17th and 18th December, 1793, in 
the south of Europe. If they are few who in any 
way remember them from the Gazettes and pub- 
lished records of the day, still more limited, alas! 
is the number of those who either personally 
witnessed, or were participators in them. 

The night of the 17th was one of those bright 
starlight periods, not often found at this time of the 
year, even along the shores of the Mediterranean, 
the deep blue firmament of which, shining xwith 
innumerable stars, seemed more characteristic of 
a Neapolitan or Palermitan clime, than that of 
Toulon, over which devoted and unhappy city it, 
•at this moment hung in all its glowing beauty. 
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with it, situated on the sUp of bind leading to the 
cit^. These within the last few days had almost 
exclnsivelj occupied the besieger's batteries, par- 
ticularlj during the entire daj of the 18th, when 
firom daylight till late in the evening the fire had 
been so persevering and incessant, that scarcely 
any interval had been left even for the guns to 
cool. 

The consequence of this terrible cannonade was, 
that not only were several practicable breaches 
efiTected, but the whole line of fortifications became 
almost an absolute heap of ruins. The position, 
however, in itself was naturally stronff ; and while 
the British commanders felt L innate conviction 
that what had occurred was only the prelude to a 
desperate effort on the part of the assailants to 
storm the works, a confidence in the valour of 
their troops, and the expectation that during the 
night, by unceasing efforts, they might be able to 
raise some fresh barriers to the progress of the 
beseigers, led to the hope that they would be 
enabled to maintain themselves ; — the more parti- 
cularly since it was almost an absolute impossibility 
for the enemy to endeavour to turn the position, ex- 
posed as they would be to a raking and enfilading 
fire firom almost every gun their adversaries could 
command, that would apparently exterminate any 



HABCOUBT. 125 

body of troops, however numerous and djetennined, 
hazarding the attempt. 

The British troops occupied the centre, which 
formed the most salient part of the works. With 
them were associated a great many of the towns- 
people, animated with all the recklessness of de- 
spair, and — ^with the hideous souvenirs of Nantes 
and Lyons present to their imaginations — resolute 
to stand to the last by the side of their Allies, in 
defence of their homes and families. To the rear, 
the lines had been entrusted to those troops whose 
steadiness previous affairs had exhibited as some- 
what questionable; but who, it was conjectured, 
on the present occasion would have but little 
chance of any close conflict, the more particularly 
if they but served their guns with any degree of 
coolness and precision. 

Towards midnight a comparative stillness had 
reigned throughout both the camp of the besiegers, 
as well as the town, and lines of the Allies. 
Shortly afterwards, however, a low murmuring 
sound arose in the former, which, as time ad- 
vanced, gradually increased in strength, and went 
rolling, rolling onward, in the course of which 
period the whole forces of the besieged gathered 
in silent determination to their respective posts. 
Tliis was succeeded by a pause of a few moments 
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of intense stillness, and then was followed by the 
quick, beayj tramp of a body of disciplined men, 
evidently that of a dense and massive column on 
its march. Onward, onward they came ; and as 
the thunder of their batteries opened to cover their 
advance, the loud shouts of the advancing assail- 
ants seemed to rise above it. 

Not a sound was heard in reply from the British 
lines. On this, as on many other subsequent occa- 
sions, was witnessed that ^'silence affreux^'^ so 
repeatedly spoken of by their adversaries as the 
forerunner of some stem, dogged, and determined 
resolution, most certainly fully borne out on the 
present occasion. The attacking columns had now 
ranged up to within the distance when their skir- 
mishers could commence a sharp, scattering fire. As 
if this had been the signal the besieged had alone 
waited for, the first shots had scarcely rattled along 
the line, covering the advance of the two heavy 
columns advancing in dchelon, when all at once an 
instantaneous crash of grape, round, canister, and 
musketry together, from the English works, poured 
into the leading mass, tearing it throughand through, 
and seeming almost to lift it from the ground as 
it sent it staggering into its support, in the ranks 
of which it became intermingled, throwing them 
into hopeless and inextricable confusion. 
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Sharp, swift, and with energetic fierceness, the 
death-dealing shower continued to ponr from the 
Britiah artUleiy upon the inert and heay mass 
before them, till, nnable to bear up against, or 
rally under its murderous effect, in spite of the 
strenuous and gallant exertions of their officers, 
they fairly broke and fled. 

Dugommier galloped up, though evidently suffer- 
ing intense pain fi^om the effects of a severe con- 
tusion, which he had received a few days previous. 
He dashed at once into the midst of his flying 
troops, and by voice and example, assisted by his 
staff, endeavoured to restore some degree of order* 
His voice was calm and collected : never had he 
displayed greater tang-froid than in this trying 
moment, though the deadly pallor of his coun- 
tenance was not altogether, perhaps, caused by 
physical suffering, — ^as dark visions of the guillotine 
rose before his agitated mind; and once, it was 
afterwards asserted, he was heard to mutter, " Je 
suis un hoinme perdu ! " 

But however severely checked, the Bepublican 
forces were not defeated; and once in some measure 
withdrawn under cover, the example of their leaders 
quickly recovered them from their temporary panic ; 
the frightful carnage they had witnessed among 
their ranks, in their recent attempts, being too 
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common-place an occurrence, since the commence- 
ment of the Wars of the Revolution, to be thought 
of, after the efiect it had produced had passed away* 
Dngommier therefore Tery quickly had his troops 
again in hand, and reformed; and led on by himself 
in person, the columns a second time advanced to 
the attack, though with a greater degree of caution 
than before, their front being now covered by a 
cloud of skirmishers, reinforced by several light 
field batteries. 

The j>a8 de charge sounded, and with loud shouts^ 
the assailants, as they approached the spot where 
their dead were lying in heaps, attempted a des- 
perate rush onward,- with the evident hope of being 
able to get under the range of their adversaries' 
guns. But again arose the roar of the British 
artillery, sending forth its storm of bullets; and 
again it came crashing and tearing into the ranks 
of the besiegers, which presented the appear- 
ance of a seething cauldron of human slaughter. 
The survivors still desperately endeavoured to 
struggle onward, the most frantic efforts being made 
to open out their front. Notwithstanding the con- 
tinued slaughter occasioned by the grape and mus- 
ketry of their adversaries, Dugommier had partially 
succeeded in this manoeuvre, when a shot struck 
him in the side, and he fell from his horse,, whilst 
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almost in the same instaot a dense line of serried 
liajonets issued firom the British lines, and charged 
with a tremendous cheer right down upon their 
half-formed adyersaries, who at oace broke and 
fled in every diieetion. 

As the tide of fugitives swept onward, there 
seemed every chance of their guns, and the artil- 
lery-men who served them, being left to their fate, 
and captured hj the advancing British. The 
bugle, however, blew the recal of the latter, who 
slowly retreated behind their batteries, while at 
the same instant a young officer, wearing the uni- 
form of a colonel of artilleiy, and who was no 
other than the commandant of that force before 
the town, having ordered the guns to limber 
up, spurred his horse after the retreating sol- 
diery, a portion of whom, after incessant exer- 
tions, he succeeded in rallying, thus forming a 
paint cTajapui for the restoration of order among 
the rest. 

There was something in the voice and mien of 
the youthful commander that seemed by some 
irresistible impulse to attract the soldiery towards 
him. Whether he was* the next in seniority, upon 
whom the command devolved by right, or other- 
wise^ he at once assumed it, and again withdrawn 
from the scene of their late frightftd disaster, his 

K 
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orders were obeyed with a promptitude aad alacrity 
that expressed his, at all evenly, possessing the con- 
fidence of the troops in the most eminent degree ; 
a^ in terms of alternate reproach and command, 
encouragement and menace, he exerted' himself 
to bring the scattered ranks into something IjUke 
order. 

Under cover of some rising ground, this was 
accomplished with a rapidity that perhaps French 
troops alone could offer an example of; and as 
strong reinforcements came pouring up, order was 
once more completely restored. Daylight had now 
dawned, and almost alone the young Commander 
rode towards the English position, which he pro- 
ceeded to reconnoitre through his glass. Long 
■and minute was the scrutiny^ and on its conclusion, 
as he rejoined his men, the order was promptly 
issued for altogether a new formation. Hitherto 
the assault had been made in . the dense, massive 
column, the style so peculiar to the French armies 
since' the era of the revolutionary wars. This 
system on the present occasion was considerably 
modified, and in Ueu of the compact body they 
had hitherto presented, tibe troops were drawo lip 
4n simple dose columns of double battalions, five 
in number, the whole presenting that formation^ 
now generally known in th^ great continental 
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armies as the 3^ efe Gochm* a mode which, 
usually adopted for a flank attack upon a position, 
is equally favourable for an overwhelming onset in 
front. 

All stood now prepared for a third advance ; 
similar strong columns of reserve being formed, as 
reinforcements came pouring up, which had been 
withdrawn for this service from other parts of the 
besiegers' lines ; but before the word was issued, 
each regimental commander was addressed by the 
youthftd chieftain in short, brief, and impressive 
terms, as he explained his plan of action, and 
pointed it out as the certain and only mode of 

* For the information of unprofessional, or even militaiy 
readers, who have never possessed the opportunity of seeing 
troops manoeuvre in large* masses, (in preference to any length- 
ened description, which might be misconceived,) I beg to offer 
the following sketch, in which it is to be understood that each 
column is composed of one or two regiments, or battalions, and 
.yarymg in strength from eight hundred to two thoosand 
bayonets. 



-»— 
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success. His light and emaciated, but sinewy 
frame, seemed to dilate with the words of energy 
and anticipated trixmiph that issued from. his lips, 
whilst his pale, sunken, and sallow features, ren- 
dered the more striking by his long, straggling, 
black, rayen hair, seemed to glow with the fire 
which gleamed from his datk stem grey eye. 

He was answered with loud shouts. The crash 
of the drums once more sounded, in one long, pro- 
longed roll, the pas de charge^ and again the be- 
sieging columns rushed forwaard. Onward, onward 
they pressed, when once more burst forth that 
crashing storm of fire from the British batteries, 
pouring an absolute avalanche of death and de- 
struction into the advancing ranks. The leading 
column seemed for a moment to be lifted from the 
earth, as the iron shower burst amid its ranks, and, 
for the moment it appeared as if half the regiments 
composing it had fallen beneath that fatal dis- 
charge, under which it staggered as if from the 
explosion of a mine. The column reeled, and fell 
back; but the space was^^now clear behind them, 
and the disorder was confined to their own ranks, 
for almost above, the roar of the artillery, the voice 
of the young leader rose in loud, clear, stirring 
accents of " En avant I en avant ! " and the re- 
maining battalions, who, although they had also 
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suffered severely, had yet preserved their order, 
answered the cry, as they sprang forward, while 
the masses in reserve came pouring up from the 
rear. 
The object of the besiegera now became mani- 

adopted. By the sacrifice of their leading column, 
upwards of six thousand men had passed the flanks 
of the British line of fortifications, fresh troops 
continuing to press forward in the same direction, 
with the determined resolution of gaining the 
works that more immediately covered the harbour, 
and thus turning the rear of the English forces. 
The line of redoubts and batteries in this direction, 
however, in addition to being of unusual strength, 
had scarcely been injured by the fire of the be- 
siegers, and under ordinary circumstances, such an 
attempt would have been considered as an act little 
short of absolute madness. But it has been truly 
observed, that there is a genius in audacity — ^the 
more particularly in Military Life — which often 
commands success, whe|;e the best contrived plans 
and deepest laid schemes and precautions as often 
invariably fail. 

The pLent instance was a fatal corroboration 
of the truth of this observation. This part of the 
lines, as previously observed, from being considered 
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almost impregaable, and moreover partially rer 
moved from the more desperate seene of the contest, 
had been entrusted to the Spaniards, who up to the 
present period had continued to behave with the 
utmost steadiness. But they were fated to be the 
evil destiny of the unfortunate city. As the over- 
whelming masses came rushing on, they paused at 
a moment when all that energy and rapidity could 
combine was necessary to check their advance. 
Again that fatal panic, which had once before 
caused so much disaster to the allied forces, began 
to spread among them, though, even then, had 
they remained firm at Aeir guns, the progress of 
the besiegers must inevitably have been arrested; 
but as the leading platoons of the French grenadiers 
came within half musket shot, they wavered, broke, 
deserted their pieces, and fled with the most dis- 
graceful precipitation. 

The situation of the British was now critical in 
the extreme. Of the five thousand they had origi- 
nally numbered, upwards of a third had fallen, 
either killed or wounded. The first act of the 
young French Commander, who was himself the 
foremost in entering the lines of the besieged, was 
to turn the guns upon the remaining works which 
had been so resolutely defended, and were still 
held by the most formidable of his adversaries ; 
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who, however, outflanked and outnumbered, still 
fiercely and indomitably maintained the contest. 
But the odds were too great. Hardly pressed in 
front, between eight and ten thousand of the enemy 
had gained their rear, whose leader, a practised 
artillerist, directed in person the guns of their 
late allies upon them with the most terrible and 
fatal effect. 

At once arose three tremendous cheers, and then, 
issuing forth from their lines in swift but compact 
array, came the long line of red coats, their 
bayonets flashing in the rays of the morning sun. 
Steady and determined they moved onward, with 
every evidence of cool, unwavering resolution ; cut 
eff and surrounded, their only chance, they well 
knew, was to force their way through the ranks of 
their adversaries, overwhelming in numbers as 
they were, and regain the shelter of the walls of 
the town and cover of their fleet. Daring and 
reckless as the enterprise appeared, they felt that 
confidence in themselves which assured them of 
success, — a feeling that never once wavered, as 
in conscious strength they closed upon the dark 
masses of the enemy. 

There was for a few minutes the stunning shock 
of the collision, the clash of ringing steel, the 
shouts, oaths, and execrations of the combatants ; 
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and then, borne back by the impetuous force of the 
onset, the EepubUcans gave waj on all sides, 
leaving a free passage to Aeir retiring, but uacon- 
quered adversaries, the voice and example of their 
gallant leader affording no longer the rallying 
point for his men, he himself being overthrown in 
the first burst of the mjSUe^ The English accom- 
plished their object, the heaps of their dead and 
dying attesting the desperate sacrifice at which it 
had been obtained ; no less than upwards of three 
hundred bodies, as French writers as^rt^ being 
found in one confined spot alone, piled upon each 
other ! 

It was during the occurrence of these events, 
that a tall, fine-looking young man, meanly clad, 
and whose features and appearance seemed to in- 
dicate either great mental or bodily suffering, or per- 
haps both, had ascended the rising ground uader 
cover of which the French troops had debouched ; 
and although in dangerous proximity to the balls 
from the British batteries, which whistled in every 
direction past and aroxmd him, gazed with intense 
and feverish eagerness upon the scene before him. 
As the conflict deepened thip feeling seemed to 
increase, and as the Bepublican forces fell back 
crushed and overwhelmed from their furst assault, 
and he beheld the line of scarlet uniforms ad- 
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vancing, bearing all before it, a crowd of bitter 
aouTenirs seemed to rash oyer his memory. 

Throughout the whole combat he scarcely moyed 
from his position, though incurring the risk of 
being trampled to death, as the disordered ranks 
swept by, who scarcely noticed him, or if they did, 
were perhaps led to believe he was one of those 
Jacobin bands who, like birds of prey, hung upon 
their rear, in the scent of anticipated slaughter! 
And yet there was something singular about him, 
which under other circumstances would have led 
the observer to regard him with wonder and curi- 
osity. Despite the squalor and wretchedness of 
his appearance, his handsome and noble features 
expressed a station and condition of life immea- 
surably above what his present exterior would 
seem to indicate ; while his powerful, well-knit, 
manly figuie, set in nature's finest mould, in its 
erect, but light and flexible bearing, gave every 
symptom of military life and habits. 

An attentive spectator, considering what was 
passing around, would instantaneously have asked 
who or what he was, or what could have brought 
him there at such a moment. He might, perhaps, 
be one of the ferocious satellites previously alluded 
to, which his dress and appearance would seem to 
indicate ; but a single glance would serve to destroy 
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any such supposition, and lead the beholder to 
raise a question as to whether he was even a 
Frenchman, the more particularly from his conduct 
and bearing, as the combat continued to rage ; for 
he could not repress a shout of exultation, as the 
British cut their way through the hosts which 
surrounded them, though it almost immediately 
subsided into an expression of saddened and ago- 
nized feeling, as if he felt that that victorious shout 
of joy and triumph was a mere momentary ex- 
citement, in which he could not find any lasting 
participation. 

As the roar of the cannon, and dropping fire of 
musketry lessened, in evidence of the approaching 
termination of tiie conflict, he turned from the spot 
on which he had stood, and as if uncertain, or 
careless of where he directed his footsteps, he gra- 
dually drew nearer to the scene of the combat. 
He was passing some long, low, straggling bushes, 
which lay about ten yards to his left, when he 
thought a faint groan smote upon his ear. He 
listened, and gazed around, but not immediately 
observing anything near him, was led to believe 
his imagination had deceived him, and was moving 
forward, when again the moaning reached him 
with a distinctness which could not be misun- 
derstood. 
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He moved quickly to the spot, and gazing 
searchinglj around, thought he discovered a re- 
cumbent figure Ijing beneath a small thicket, a 
little apart horn the rest. To spring over the 
obstacle was the work of an instant, and there, 
with a pool of blood beside him, lay the young 
and gaUant Commandant of Axtilleiy, through 
whose skill and courage alone the army of the 
besiegers had been successful, and who had evi- 
dently sunk down where he lay, in an attempt to 
reach the rear ; his fall in the moment of triumph 
having been unobserved by his men, or perhaps 
intentionally concealed from them by himself. 
. He lay upon his side, with his head resting 
upon one arm ; the eyes were closed, and his pallid 
features were apparently fixed in the rigidity of 
death. On stooping down, however, the person 
who had thus providentially arrived to his succour 
found that his heart still beat, and therefore lost 
no time in ascertaining where the wound had taken 
effect. A cut on the arm was the first thing that 
attracted his attention, but this was very slight 
and superficial ; nor did the effect of a musket-ball, 
which had torn his clothes below the breast on the 
right side, appear to be of any consideration, as, 
however physically painful at the moment it may 
have been, from the contusion, it had scarcely 
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grazed the skin. On slightly turning the body, 
however, a low faint groan escaped the sufferer, 
and then was fully discovered where the principal 
wound lay, which consisted of a deep and 
dangerous bayonet-thrust in the hip, from which 
the blood continued to ooze out in a dark, heavy 
stream. 

Gently laying the wounded man upon his back, 
his preserver proceeded to staunch the blood, and 
with his handkerchief to bind up the wound. 
Having effected this, he next proceeded to a spot 
where lay two or three bodies of the slain, from 
one of which he took a canteen, which on exami- 
nation he fortunately found to be filled with wine* 
Hastening back with his prize, he lifted the head 
of the fallen Commander, which he placed upon 
his knees, and poured some of the liquid down his 
throat, the good effects of which were rery quickly 
visible. Slowly the wounded man opened his 
eyes, gassed wUdly around him, as if endeavour- 
ing to regain a recollection of where he was, 
and then said, faintly, but with bitterness, "Again 
foiled ! " 

His companion was silent, p^iutpe unable at 
the moment fidly to understand the allusion. On 
receiving no answer, the officer, after a moment's 
pause, in which he evidently endeavoured to dis- 
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cover who or what his companion was, said, with 
.considerable haughtiness, *^ Am I a prisoner?" 

"No," was the reply; "the French are every- 
where successful, and the English have retired 
within the walls of the town." 

" Ha! then who or what are you? for, if I mis- 
take not,, your tongue would intimate little sym- 
pathy with the victors." 

" Who, or what I am, is of little moment, but 
let me suggest that you remain tranquil, while 
I proceed in search of some means of procuring 
medical assistance, as well as obtaining the aid of 
those who will second my efforts in securing your 
removal; for disabled and helpless as you are," and 
he fflanced at the officer's rich uniform, "your 
^^ ^y p»™ . p«Uo» »., i«n a., L- 
derous canaille prowling around." 

The wounded soldier sat up, though with some 
difficulty, and gazed upon his companion with 
evident curiosity, not unmingled with a conside- 
rable degree of surprise. 

'^ This, then, is your work," he said at length, 
glancing upon the bandage which the other had 
careftdly adjusted upon his wound, "and deeply 
am I indebted to you for your timely succour ; for 
though I am not so badly hurt as you would seem 
to believe, loss of blood alone at the moment having 
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struck me down, still, but for your opportune 
assistance, remaining unchecked, it might ulti- 
mately have proved serious, if not fatal. But give 
me your hand, — ^I feel myself so much better now, 
that with your aid I may be able to reach my 
quarters, or at least stumble upon some of my 
Low., .ho wm And Me.™ L ^y doing J; 
besides," he continued, as he bent his searching 
eye upon his companion, ^* my presence may hot 
be wholly unnecessary for your own preservation, 
and thus enable me in some measure to repay the 
obligation I am under to you." 

Carefully assisting the disabled Commandant to 
arise, the stranger placed him upon his feet. He 
staggered at first, but it soon appeared that fhe 
estimate which he had formed of the extent of 
the injury sustained, was tolerably correct, as, 
though slowly and with difficulty, yet by aid of 
the strong arm which supported him, he was gra- 
dually enabled to move forward. 

As they proceeded towards the lines of the 
besiegers, in the direction which the young officer 
had indicated as where his quarters were situated, 
they came upon many objects giving painful evi- 
dence of the terrible nature of the recent struggle. 
The bodies of those who had straggled to the rear 
(many of which were already stripped) but to sink 
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down and die, were mingled with broken arms, 
dismounted guns, and the fragments of caissons and 
gun-carriages which lay scattered around, Occa- 
sionallytoOyShrieks and groans of the mostagonizing 
nature were borne upon the air, causing the blood 
momentarily to recede from the heart of the bravest. 
All at once arose a piercing, thrilling cry for 
mercy, which reached the startled ears of its au- 
ditors, the prelude to a scene the sight of which 
filled the hearts of both with sickening horror, as 
its cause became visible. Dragging a party of 
unhappy Boyalists before them, there came into 
view some ten or twelve ferocious Jacobins — the 
very worst and m6st hideous of their species. In 
their blood-stained grasp were an aged couple, 
a young girl scarcely verging on the border of 
womanhood, two youths, apparently her brothers, 
and a sweet, lovely female child, hardly ten years of 
age. Those of the gentle sex weye dragged forcibly 
along by the hair of their heads, while coils of 
rope, which had tied the hands and legs of their 
companions, were passed round their bodies, and 
used for a similar purpose. It was the cries and 
.piteous entreaties of the former, answered by these 
remorseless miscreants with oaths, execrations, and 
shouts of " ^ la guillotine, h la lantemcy^ which 
had reached the ears of the young Commander 
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and his companion, both of whom stood for the 
moment ahnost paralysed with horror. 

For a single instant only, however, this feeling 
lasted; in the next, the former sprang forward, 
and with an energy that seemed almost supeman 
toral &om a being who the moment before ap- 
peared so feeble and debilitated, drove his sabre 
into the skull of the ruffian who had lus hold upon 
the elder female ! The villain sunk to the earth, 
his antagonist falling over him, the exertion having 
evidently been too much for his exhausted firame, 
and again causing a frightful hemorrhage from hia 
reopened wound. 

His situation was now one of inmiinent peril ; for 
in an instant, the long knife of a second mffian 
glittered in the air, and was descending upon the 
officer's prostrate body, when a blow from the butt 
of a musket arrested the stroke, and dashed out the 
miscreant's brains. It came from the young Com- 
mander's companion, who, catching up the weapon 
from the ground, where it fortunately lay within 
reach, now stood over him, and swimg it round 
him with a force and- dexterily, that, evidencing 
no slight knowledge of the art of cudgel-playing, 
kept his numerous antagonists at bay, encumbered 
as they were with their prey, to which they were 
loath to give any chance for escape. 
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The combat^ however, was too unequal. to last ; a 
severe gash dealt by one of the assassins had dis- 
ftbled the young man's right arm, and both his 
companion and himself must inevitably have fallen 
victims to their humaiiity, when, fo^nately, at 
this moment several soldiers approached, and a 
glance at their uniform served at once to show to 
what corps they belonged, as the stranger shouted 
out, ^^ Au secours, au secourSi soldats d'artillerie ! 
sauvez votre offiderl " 

The appeal was promptly answered; and rushing 
up, a single glance seemed to express to the men 
the state of affairs, as mingling in the fray, they 
cut down without mercy the sanguinary band, 
except such as were enabled to save themselves by 
flight, and released their unfortunate victims. 

Freed from their antagonists, the stranger, as- 
sisted by the soldiery who had so opportunely 
arrived to the rescue of their Commander as well 
as hiniself, again raised him from the ground, and 
was happy to find, that though weak and helpless, 
he still retained the command of all his faculties, 
while his first observation evidently expressed that 
nothing of what had recently passed had escaped 
his observation. 

" You are," he exclaimed, laying his hand upon 
the shoulder of his preserver, as he was again busy 

L 
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in adjusting the bandage of his wotmd,— " you are 
a brave and noble fellow, and to whaterer ciicnm- 
stances maybe owing your being here, rest assured 
I will never forget Ae services you have this day 
rendered me. But come, we have another, and a 
somewhat hazardous duty befi»^ u&, in which y€u 
may prove of the most material assistance. AUons, 
mes enfans!" he continued, turning to his men^ 
'' we must save these wretched beings from the 
fangs of their executioners ; for let it not be said 
that the glory of die soldier acquired in the 
morning's victory, has been sullied by his standing 
by, and witnessing such atroeities, when he had it 
in his power to prevent them." 

He was answered by universal acclamations ; the 
liberated captives, with tears of passionate excite- 
ment, invoking blessings upon the heads of their 
preservers, as they moved in the direction c^ tiie 
shore. On the road they encountered various 
groups of ferocious-looking beings, covered with 
blood, shouting the '' ^ ira^^ mingling its strains 
with '' Vive la guillotines^ and other sanguinary 
cries. They passed on unheeded and unquestioned, 
it being deemed, perhaps, that the rescued victinis 
formed merely another party being led to slaughter 
by the mitraillades, or the guillotine ; or if any 
other suspicion was entertained, the soldiery who 



HABOOURT. 147 

formed their escort were too formidable for any 
attempt to be made to oppose with success their 
homane intentions. 

Ab they neared the shore, the Commander, in a 
low voice, addressed the stranger, and pointing to 
some boats in the distance with the English flag, 
said, *^ There is tlie only security for these unfor- 
tunates ; be it your care to place them on board 
one of these. I must now leave you, but a party 
of these men will secure you from harm, and cover 
your return to the shore, if indeed," — and he looked 
hard at him as he spoke, — ^'sudi is your intention.*^ 

'^ I have no option,'^ said the other, mournfully, 
and glancing with pain and emotion in the direc- 
tion in which the officer pointed* 

^^ Is it, indeed, so?" replied the latter, his stem 
features softening, as he gazed with sympa&y 
upon his companion ; ** the greater then my devoir 
to show tiiat tibis moming^s work has not been 
lost. S^eant Hubert," he continued, addressing 
a veteran non-commissioned officer, "this brave 
man will finish what your gallant comrades and 
yourself have so nobly begun, and place these poor 
people on board one of the English boats; let 
some eight or ten of your companions remain on 
the shore, to see that he meets no injury on hia 
return, and then conduct him to my quarters." 
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" Trfes bien, mon Colonel," waa the reply, as 
raising his hand to his cap, the gallant artillery- 
man intimated by the action his thorough compre- 
hension of his orders. 

"And now farewell," said the Commander, 
addressing his companion; '^the final rescue of 
these unfortunates must depend, upon you, as in 
the confusion of the moment you may paas unob- 

only serve to draw upon them attention here, and 
expose them, in all probability, to the fire of the 
British squadron; use all speed, and au reate^ — 
other matters when we meet again." 

Jumping into the nearest boat, of which the 
mast was already stepped, with its sail flapping in 
the breeze, the stranger proceeded to unfurl it, as 
the soldiers carefully assisted in placing the rescued, 
but now almost exhausted and worn out victims in 
it. This was quickly accomplished, and with a 
slant of wind equally favourable for his return, the 
canvas was spread, and the vessel glided swiftly 
and surely over the waters of the harbour. 

They were soon near enough to hail an English 
pinnace, the crew of which at first lay upon their 
oaxs, and apparently regarded the boat with some. 
degree of suspicion. But a second cry to them for 
assistance, in their own language, caused them to 
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ply their oars vigorously in the direction of the 
fugitives, who, in a few minutes, were transferred 
on board their vessel. This was no sooner 
accomplished, than, as if seeking to avoid all 
farther communication, the stranger seized the 
helm and returned swiftly to the shore, where he 
found on landing his new comrades awaiting 
him. 

"We have now completed one part of our 
orders," said the veteran serjeant, whom his officer 
had addressed by the name of Hubert, " and now 
for the remainder." 

As he spoke, he flung an artilleryman's great 
coat and foraging cap to the stranger, who drew 
back with evident inclination to reject the invi- 
tation to assume the same, which the Serjeant's 
manner had seemed to imply. 

" m tell you what, brother," said the soldier, 
quietly, but firmly, " you yourself may be indif- 
ferent to dancing the " ^a ira,^^ to music h la 
guillotine, but we, at all events, have no wish to 
see our gallant young Commandant follow the 
example. Tour only chance of safety, and perhaps 
his, is in implicitly doing as you are directed; 
otherwise, this morning's work is likely to cost 
dear; altogether concealed it cannot be, and 
Monsieur le Citoyen Carrier, is not likely to over- 
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look the Blaaghter of some kalf-a-dozen of his 
beautlesi {peste, I . yrish it had been as many 
thousands !) if he can avenge them.^' 

The eqnal pradenco and good feeling of these 
observations were at once perceived by the stnmger, 
who now hastily proceeded to do as he was di- 
rected, though, as he followed his companions, on 
his disguise being completed, he muttered to him- 
self in evident bitterness of spirit,—" The guil- 
lotine ? it would at least be as fitting a termination 
as any other to a life of exile, disgrace, and desti- 
tution I " 
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CHAPTER IL 

The doom of the unfortunate toivn waa sealed ; 
but now that several days had elapsed since its 
fisdly the greater part of the honors that had sue* 
ceeded its first occupation by the Republican forces 
had passed awaj* This was in a great measure 
owii^, to their honour be it said, to the exertions 
of the miUtaiy, prompted, uid aecreUy assisted, by 
thdr Commanders; and though the latter had 
the almost certain ihte of the guillotine before 
them, for any undue humanity they displayed 
towards their unhappy countrymen, the ferocity of 
the delegates of the Conyention was materially 
checked by the refusal of the soldieiy to fulfil 
their bloody mandates ; and when threats and re- 
monstrances were addressed to Dugommier upon 
the subject, that General very quietly hinted the 
danger of their pressing matters too far, not only 
to thomselyes, who would inevitably become its 
first victims, but to the government itself. 
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The cowardly souls of the sangainaiy tribunes 
paled before this significant allusion, which on 
more than one occasion addressed even to Robe- 
spierre himself, had led that wily and ferocious 
despot urgently to inculcate upon his satellites 
the necessity of extreme caution in meddling with 
anything that might tend to create a spirit of 
dissatisfaction in the army. 

The capture of the batteries and fortified position 
upon the Aiguillette, had been instantaneously 
followed up by a vigorous assault on the line of 
outworks established upon the range of hUls in 
the opposite quarter, which after a short, but 
sharp and bloody conflict, had also fallen, its de- 
fenders being overpowered and driven into the' 
town. The fate of the town might now be said to 
be fdlfiUed ; for although its immediate fortification^ 
were scarcely touched by the fire of the besiegers* 
batteries, and a powerful British fleet rode at 
anchor in its harbour, the whole allied forces were 
numerically insufficient for the occupation of the 
former, while the latter were exposed to a cross 
raking fire from the recently captured positions, 
which it was utterly impossible to return with 
any degree of effect. But although the fiery old 
British Admiral * woiild have landed the whole of 

* Sir Samuel Hood. 
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his seamen to cooperate with the scanty remnants 
of British troops that, firm and undaunted, though 
fearfully diminished in number, still remained, 
(and among whom, as usual, murmurs began td 
arise at the mention of retreat,) with the determi- 
nation to stand to the last, in the endeavour to 
regain the ground that had been lost, even the 
English military commanders were startled at the 
desperate proposal against the overwhelming odds 
opposed to them ; and in the anxious and prolonged 
discussions which followed, and which only served 
as an additional example of the verification of the 
old proverb that " councils of war never fight," the 
energetic old seaman found himself alone. 

There was but one course to pursue, heart-rend- 
ing as it was, and the measures for which were 
immediately entered upon in the promptest and 
most vigorous manner. The scenes which followed 
belong to history, and have too often and too truly 
been related in aU their fearful atrocity to need 
repeating here. At the present period but few 
remember them ; but ishould any passing British 
traveller, in visiting this now grand d^t of French 
industry and maritime power, as weU as flourishing 
prosperity, ever stumble upon any of the few aged 
beings remaining in existence, who were eye-wit- 
nesses of the scenes alluded to, and will enter 
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freely into their recital, he will hear details that 
in thrilling interest surpass the wildest pages 
the most visionary romance could ever venture 
to portray. 

It was about t^i days aftier the fall of the town ; 
the horrors of its first occupation had in some 
measure subsided, though the guillotine still con* 
tinned to ply its ghastly work upon the overloaded 
prisons ; the milaraillades having been obliged to be 
discontinued, irom the miUtaiy not only having 
refused, after the first fury of conquest had passed 
away, to execute them themselves, but repelling 
the Jacobin bands, and even the Gendarmes, who 
sought to obtain their artillery iot the purpose. 

In a small apartment overlooking the harbour, 
which commanded a view of the town and its 
fortifications, and reclining upon a couch, lay the 
young Commandant of artillery, now advanced to 
the rank of chef-de-brigade. He had evidently 
sujBfered extremely, and perhaps still continued to 
experience at intervals considerable pain, aggza- 
vated in all probability by natural irritability of 
temperament, and the irksome nature of his con- 
finement. He was feeble and emadated, and his 
features had become yet paler by the loss of blood 
he had sustained ; but his stem, searching eye, in 
its flashing keenness, pretty strcmgly expressed that 
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the spirit witlun was as active aod energetic as 
eveTi though occasionally a wandering, half-vacant 
expi«8noa would croee his oouiitenai»oe. eTidently 
assumed to cover what was passing in his mind, 
since it formed a singular contrast to the furtive 
glaxioes of TWitehM and vigilaat iwStinty which, 
involuntarilj, in the same instant escaped him. 

Seated hj his side, with his arm in a sling, was 
the young stranger of wh(mi so much has been 
previously related, from whose attitude of earnest 
attention it was evident the conversation that had 
passed between them, and continued at slight 
intervals, was one possessing the highest degree 
of interest in regard to himsel£ 

<' I have pointed out to yeu,'' said the young 
Gt^iend, '^ clearly and distinctly, the advantages 
that may occur to you from attaching yourself to 
my fortunes. 'Tis true, at this moment, I am myself 
but anameleas man ; but my career is commencing, 
my star has risen in the horieon, bright and 
radiant in its course, and who shall determine 
where its setting will be ?^' And as he concluded, 
that wandering, dreamy expression we have already 
adverted to, casne over his features, terminated, 
however^ by a side-long glance, which seemed 
cairefully to note the eSkct his words produced 
upon his auditor. 
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" You possess within yourself," said the latter, 
bluntly, "something more than what any ideal 
mysticism could impart to the human mind, and 
that is your own self-confidence and determined 
will, of which I have seen enough to be well 
aware it is backed by an iron and unswerving 
perseverance which nothing can turn, and which 
difficulty seems only to stimulate, instead of sub- 
due; but relative to your oflfer, I cannot, while 
declining it, but proffer you my sincerest and most 
grateful acknowledgments, as under no circum- 
stances would I ever take up arms against my own 
country," 

" Your country has, at all events, proved herself 
an affectionate parent towards you," said the 
General, with a sneer, " and some of your compa- 
triots, at any rate, are less biassed by such dutiful 
motives." 

" She has been a harsh and cruel stepmother to 
me," said the young man, haughtily, " but I am 
not to be swerved from the path of honour by the 
actions of others, nor induced to become a traitor, 
because injustice has consigned me to exile and 
ruin. That .honours and distinctions sometimes 
fall to those, false alike to their sovereign and 
country, as well as home and kindred, I am well 
aware ; though even this poor vestige of prosperity 
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is hut slight recompense for the contempt and 
abhorrence of all honest, high-minded men, of 
whom, whatever may be said of France and her 
sangoinarj rulers, no one can assert that her army 
is destitute." 

The soldier eyed his companion keenly for a 
moment, and then held out his hand. '^ Forgive 
me," he said, " that I should in any way have 
pained your feelings, which was far from my 
intention ; believe me, the proposal I have made 
you, in no way engenders the risk of what you are 
led . to itifer, a degradation which I had seen 
enough of you to be well aware you would never 
stoop to ; but the reasoning, and honourable motives,^ 
which actuate you in this instance, I cannot con- 
ceive are equally applicable to nations and go- 
vernments in temporary alliance with your coun- 
try, whose designs may be different, nay, even at 
times hostile, causing the friend of to-day to 
become the bitter enemy of the morrow." 

" I owe, neither allegiance nor duty towards any 
power or sovereign but my own," said the young 
man ; " and provided I am secure from being brought 
into collision with my own countrymen, am. free 
to accept what your generous kindness has prof- 
fered me on the instant, and which I do not 
hesitate to say, will render me eternally bound to 
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yoa by the strongest ties that gratitade can Sctate. 
I have seen enongh to be weQ aware of fte trotk 
of what yon have mentioned in reference to i^ 
hollow alliance which the governments of Ettiop 
had formed against France, which, had it been 
carried out in sincerity of mind, mtai hav« accom- 
plished its object, in spite of the want of vigotn 
which has characterised its moyementSr"' 

"Ay," rejoined the General, "jealousy has in- 
deed done its work, and propagated ralher tiuffi 
stayed the work of the revolution. Austita and 
Prussia, England and Russia, each in their tam 
have assisted in spreading the evil they so loudly 
proclaimed it wbs their wish and intention to 
arrest ; and her^^r it will be known that France 
owed her salvation less to her own vaunted exer- 
tions, than to tiie want of union and incompre- 
hensible follies committed by her enemies." 

" Her salvation ! " replied the stranger, willi an 
exclamation of almost actual loaliiing, and glancing 
from the window, as if he dared not give ex- 
pression to the reminiscence of scenes which must 
have passed almost within the view and hearing of 
both. "Salvation I" he continued, "say rather 
the demon rule, which has deluged her with blood— 
the blood of some of her noblest, best,, and bravest, 
and which has caused the very name <tf France to 
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be regarded thioughont tEe world as a theme for 
liorror and abhoixenoe»'^ 

'^ I have said her salvation," said the General, 
calmlj, ^ and in doing so, expressed it in reference 
to her national surety, which her madness had well- 
nigh compromised, and to the daiiger of which she 
was only sufficiently aronsed by the acts and pro- 
clamations of the Austrian and Prussian com- 
mandejns, which, seconded by the jealoxisies of their 
respective goveEnments, completed the work the 
forma* had began. The'decree of the Prince of 
Gobonrg, which plainly intimated the ie-annea> 
ation of the frontier provinces to the German 
Empire, gave the first signal for nnion among the 
clashing and discordant factions, ready to consign 
all parties who differed from them to destmction ; 
and this feeUngv once aronsed, quickly became 
universal, foUowing as it did the manifests of the 
Ihikeof Branswick ; — ^this diange, hower^, I repeat, 
would have been of but littie avail in arresting the 
progress of the invaders, but for the dissensions 
prevalent in their own councils. When the energy 
of Clair£sdt had carried all before him, and the road 
to Parb lay open to his forces, on the surrender of 
Longwy and Verdun,— where were the Prussian 
commanders^ and what was their object in so long 
lying inactive, when a simultaneous advance would 
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have crashed every vestige of revolution? Enmour 
has assigned the frightful epidemic which deci- 
luated their ranks as the cause, though it is. well 
known that it is solely to be attributed to the order 
subsequently received from the court, directing the 
army to fall back. upon the German frontier, and 
eventually to retire altogether from the contest" 
• "Do you then, ascribe nothing to the coopera- 
tion of almost the entire population,^' inquired 
the youth, " and that enthusiasm which carried 
thousands to the frontier, to ioin the army in 
repelling ti.e invasion?" . 

. The General laughed scornfully as he repKed, 
in 4ones of the bitterest contempt — 

" Popular entiiusiasm I— national cooperation!— 
fit instruments, indeed, to . fill the hospitals ; or, 
worse still, to prove a scourge to the country over 
which it is exercised,* No ; whether for eventual 
good or evil, France owes her successful opposition 
to foreign invasion to the veterans of Bochambeau, 

* If this opinion, the truth of which I am led to believe no 
military man will question, is applicable to a country like 
France, what must it be in reference to others, possessing in 
a far less degree those soldier^like qualities which so eminently 
characterise the French nation] As a corroboration of its 
correctness, the reader is referred to the recent works of 
ikeveral military authors, both Austrian and Piedmontese, upon 
the late wars in Northern Italy in 1848 — i9. 
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and the htmdred and fifiy thousand regular troops 
who had espoused the national cause. Ignorance, 
indeed, would lead to the supposition that you 
have merely to place a musket in the hands of 
a boorish peasant, and his conversion into a soldier 
is complete ; but little regard being taken for the 
time, aye years, that are requisite for his organ- 
ization and training, which, after all, actual service 
in the field before an enemy alone can perfect ; 
for, let his discipline and courage be what it may, 
more is acquired by the soldier in the course of a 
single campaign than in a whole life-time passed 
in the mere routine of garrison duly in a town or 
fortress.* Enthusiasm and popular feeling, when 
of a lasting nature, which is not often the dase, 
are admirable materials to work upon, but never 
by themselves would have stayed for a moment the 
march of the Prussians after their defeat of Custine, 
as they must inevitably have captured Mentz, when 

* The reader will do weU to remember that these are not 
the words of fiction he is perusing; and, should he require 
any additional testimony as to the importance of what they 
are intended to convey, let him turn to the pages of the 
Gurwood Despatches, wherein Britain*s greatest military hero 
at first speaks of a soldier who has witnessed a campaign as 
fully eqtuJ to two others who haye not; while later, as even 
hia experience becomes more extended upon the subject, he 
adverts to one of the former being worth even three of the 
latter. 

H 
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once more Paris would have been at their mercy, 
had they but been supported in their turn by the 
Austrians. Besides, if still incredulous after what 
I have adduced, recal to mind what we have.wit- 
nessed here." 

" The example to which you allude," returned 
the stranger, ^^ I should rather have thought was 
to be attributed to cool courage and determination, 
for which the English have usually been cele- 
brated, rather than to any preeminent degree of 
miUtaiy skill and discipline." 

** Invaluable as the qualifications you have men- 
tioned undoubtedly are," said the Greneral, " they 
never would have enabled their possessors to 
maintain their gronnd as they did, in spite of the 
odds opposed to them, were it not that their self- 
reUauce rested upon a much firmer and securer 
basis. In entering upon the contest, England 
may not have been actuated by that jealousy and 
suspicion of her confederates, which has proved so 
detrimental to their success, but she has done their 
cause, and her own, an equal, if not far greater 
degree of injury; and, either by her false economy, 
or inability to comprehend the true value of her 
position, she has lost an opportunity that never 
can be regained. If instead of five she had sent 
twenty thousand men to the succour of this ill- 
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fated city, the result would have been far different, 
and the whole of the South would have instanta- 
neously risen with every prospect of success ; the 
more particularly since the proclamation of the 
English admiral, couched in very different terms 
to those of the northern confederates, wounded no 
feeling of nationality, and was what, under similar 
circumstances, even any royalist commander might 
himself have issued. With Toulon as a point for 
the centre of her operations, and the whole country 
in insurrection against the existing order of things, 
England could have brought her colossal maritime 
power into play, on the coast of the northern and 
western provinces, almost without opposition. For 
whatever eventual good France may derive from 
her revolution, it has had the present evil of 
crushing, if not irretrievably ruining, her naval 
armaments ; as, almost exclusively officered from 
the proscribed classes, the bravest and best of 
her marine have been offered as holocausts to the 
guillotine, or been drawn into exile and ruin." 

" A loyal and grateful reward, truly," replied 
the young man, with some bitterness, " for their 
noble devotion and services to their country ; and 
highly encouraging to those desirous of following 
a career subordinate to the orders of such a go- 
vernment." 
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"All tempests," said the soldier, "whatever 
their nature may be, and however frightfdl and 
desolating in the ravages they create, have sooner 
or later a termination — ^a termination, too, that 
not nnfrequently, in the good it subsequently 
creates, obliterates all recollection of the sacrifice 
at which it has been obtained ; and France may 
prove no exception to the rule* The sanguinary 
hierarchy, which still continues its blood-stained 
sway, must at least pause in its career when one 
party has devoured the other, and that which 
remains glances round in search of &esh victims. 
It is then that — even amongst the worst and 
most evil-minded, will arise the question, ^ Is 
this Tiever to end?* Those words once uttered, 
retribution will quickly follow; for then all classes, 
including even the most timid, will unite to swell 
the ciy, and the country will turn its eyes towards 
any one willing to stand forward and preserve her 
from the gulf into which she is rushing." 

" They will look long enough then," rejoined 
the stranger, " among the gang of butchers who 
constitute her present rulers, before they are likely 
to meet the character you describe." 

That dreajny, wandering expression we have 
previously adverted to, seemed to cross the fea- 
tures of the General as these words were uttered; 
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bat, as if unmindfial of their import, and scarcely 
addressing his companion, he said — 

<< Gircmnstances, trivial in themselves, often 
lead to events of the most momentons import- 
ance; and it is therefore rarely found that when 
convulsions rock the world to its base, its even 
tenor is subsequentlj' regained, till almost every- 
thing relating to the previously existing order of 
things is overthrown, if not completely destroyed. 
France is in all probability now passing through 
an ordeal, which, however great the present suf- 
fering it entails, may prove the precursor of her 
future prosperity and welfare, as well as of a glory 
which will render even her previous annals, fertile 
as they have been in illustrious deeds, as mere 
shadows in comparison : and from the creation of 
such events, will arise those to whose guidance 
will be hereafter committed the task of preserving 
the kingdom from the factious anarchy which at 
present devours it, and which, unless arrested in 
its progress by a strong and powerful hand, must 
eventually consign it to destruction and ruin. 
However," he concluded, after a thoughtful pause, 
" I have laid everything clearly and distinctly be- 
fore you, and the result must now be^ left to your 
own decision, before arriving at which, perhaps 
you had better reflect upon what I have said." 
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" To one situated like myself," said the young 
man, " reflection is of little avail, since I may 
scarcely be said to possess an alternative; but were 
it otherwise, my resolution would be the same ; and, 
attach what value you will to my declaration, I 
care not to avow, there is that in your words and 
manner which irresistibly attracts me towards you; 
and whether the path may lead me to the guillo- 
tine, or that prosperity which you seem to antici- 
pate, my choice is made, and come what will, I am 
determined to adhere to your fortunes, to which I 
now attach myself, with at least all the fervour 
that a grateful heart can dictate/' 

The General extended his hand. " I will not 
say you have chosen well," he said, " as that re- 
mains to be seen in whatever fate destiny may 
hereafter award us both; but I feel an inward con- 
viction, that you will eventually have little occasion 
to regret the step you have taken; prosperity has 
smiled brightly upon this commencement of my 
career, and Fortune is seldom sparing of her 
favours towards those of her votaries whom she 
sees prompt to seize upon every opportunity that 
offers, to profit by them ; — and now," he con- 
cluded, '^to render you what little assistance I can 
towards your recommencement in life, my purse 
is not a very heavy one, but it can well spare 
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what I have to proffer for the iise of my new 
comrade." 

The stranger drew back, and seemed to shrink 
from the rouleau the Greneral pressed upon him ; 
but the latter forced it into his hand, at the same 
time good-humouredlj exclaiming, although in a 
tone not altogether free from a certain degree of 
command, " Come, come, young man, no reply; I 
see I must give you a lesson in subordination, re- 
lative to your new position. And now for the last 
question I have to ask, — ^by what name am I to 
know you?" 

" Edward Harcourt," returned the youth in a 
voice which shook with the visible emotion of 
gratefrd feeling ; " and let me in my turn solicit 
that of the generous benefactor to whom I am so 
much indebted." 

" Napoleon Buonaparte ! " was the reply. 
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CHAPTER m. 



The cannon thundered with renewed and tripled 
violence on the plain of Marengo. It was now 
past four o'clock, and the yictorions Anstrians, 
worn oat with their exertions, haying been in 
motion, and for the greater part of the time hotlj 
engaged, from daybreak on the sidtiy and oppres- 
sive day of the 14th June, had been severely 
checked, and witnessed their dear-bought victory 
snatched firom their grasp, by the advancing divi- 
sions of Bonn and Desaix, which so opportunely 
arrived to save the French army from destruction. 

The brave and experienced, but aged and infirm 
Austrian Commander, had retired from the field 
in the full security that the day was won, exhausted 
by physical fatigue, and unable to rise from the 
couch on which he had thrown himself to recruit 
his enfeebled and worn-out finme. It was at this 
critical moment, when the broken divisions of 
Lannes and Victor had succeeded in rallying, sup- 
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ported by the powerful reserve so unexpectedly 
brought forward, that the whole united mass burst 
like a torrent upon the astonished Austrians, co- 
vered by Marmont's artillery, which tore tiirongh 
their ranks with frightful carnage. 

The Imperialists, however, met the onset with 
the same steady bravery they had manifested 
throughout the day, and which had hitherto so 
successfully baffled and defeated their impetuous 
adversaries, when a new event occurred, to which 
their formation at the moment lent a most fatal in- 
fluence. They were advancing in open column, 
unaware of the disasters which had occurred on 
their right, and which had left their flank alto- 
gether en Fair, when, from several vineyards which 
masked the movement, there came a rushing sound, 
which gradually increased to a roar, that rose even 
above the cannonade which raged throughout the 
field. It proceeded from KeUerman's magnificent 
cavalry, and was the execution of that brilliant 
and celebrated charge, which, emanating from the 
inspiration and chivalrous bravery of their gallant 
leader, proved the event which decided the fate of 
this sanguinary day; as in a minute, the Austrian 
columns were ridden through, trampled down, and 
sabred in every direction, those who escaped flying 
in the utmost confusion to the rear, and adding to 
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the disorganization already conunencing in the 
ranks of those divisions of the armj which, up to 
this period, had still maintained their order and 
discipline. 

The balls had been flying in showers round the 
First Consul, and ploughing up the earth under 
his horse's hoofs; but it was at the very noioment 
that the tide of conquest had turned, and he already 
beheld the prospect of that brilliant triumph which 
subsequently placed him at the pinnacle of his 
fame, that his eagle eye detected a rallyin&:-point 
for his adversaries, which, had it been Zl upon 
on the instant, might even yet have retrieved the 
fortune of the day, and turned the scale once more 
in favour of the Austrians. 

On the left there still remained an entire divi- 
sion of their army, whose ranks were unbroken, 
and who had apparently suffered comparatively 
little in the contest. It consisted of eight bat- 
talions of infantry, and two regiments of Alvinzi's 
bxBiblint cavalry, Hungarian hussars, the latter of 
whom were drawn up in reax of the right of the 
former. f 

A single glance was sufficient to apprise the 
First Consul that the struggle had yet to be re- 
newed, and the result rendered more than ever 
doubtful, should these troops be skilfully handled. 
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and brought to cover the re-formatioii of the dis- 
ordered masses, many of whom, although in a state 
of disarray and concision, could, protected by so 
^numerous and powerful a support, have easily been 
rallied. Plunging the spurs into his charger's 
sides, he flew to the rear with aU the speed that 
hiB horse could carry him. ffis reserves had al- 
ready almost all been brought forward, and his 
last chance must be hazarded with the small force 
that remained. How often subsequently was a 
similar risk encountered with an equal degree of 
success! 

Sheltered by some gardens, were drawn up six 
squadrons of cuirassiers and three battalions of 
.grenadiers — ^those splendid veterans, who after- 
wards became the nucleus for the formation of 
that brilliant corps, unsurpassed in discipline and 
bravery, and whose glory became renowned not 
only in the annals of their own country, but 
throughout Europe — ^the old Imperial Guard! 
While the cavalry, however, were quite fresh — 
neither horses nor riders having hitherto under- 
gone any fatigue, beyond that engendered by the 
long march which preceded their arrival on the 
field — ^ihe infantry had abeady been hotly engaged, 
and had suffered severely, having been brought 
into action at the most critical period, when the 
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French had first commenced their retreat, which 
they had only arrested by marching slowly, 
and entirely unsupported, into the very midst of 
the imperialists, exposed to a murderous fire, and 
then retiring unbroken, with similar deliberation, 
when charged on all sides by masses of cavalry 
and infantry, though not till order had been re- 
stored, by the exertions of the First Consul, in 
their rear. 

The officer in command of the cuirassiers, who 
wore the uniform of a colonel, was a fine, dashing- 
looking, soldier-like man, about three or four and 
thirty years of age. He had taken off his helmet 
in consequence of the excessive heat, revealing, in 
doing so, a handsome set of features, dusk and 
sunburnt by constant exposure and the rough 
training of military service, which singularly con- 
trasted with his high, pale forehead, surmounted 
with its dark waving hair. The countenance was 
expressive of buoyant hope, energy, and determi* 
nation; the thick curling moustache, wliich covered 
his upper lip, imparting additional resolution to 
its tout ensemil-e, which, but for the firankness and 
good-humom* which pervaded it, would have lent 
rather a stem character than otherwise to its 
general outline; there were, indeed, few or no 
traces by which the broken-spirited English exile 
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could have been recognised in the bold and sue* 
cessful favourite of Napoleon, — the delight of his 
comrades, the idol of his men, and whose rapid 
promotion had been the theme of applause and 
approbation throughout the entire army, as an 
example of the rank and station that rewarded the 
bravery and devotion of its soldiers ' 

True to his determination, Edward Harcourt 
had adhered with the most unshaken constancy, 
through good and through evil, to the fortunes of 
his benefactor. After the termination of the siege 
of Toulon, — ^when through hatred or fear, or that 
abhorrence of successful merit, for which mediocrity 
in any shape is ever remarkable, every attempt 
was made to consign the young General to ob- 
livion, in return for the brilliant services he had 
rendered ; when reduced almost to actual want, he 
was seriously thinking of retiring from France, and 
proceeding to Constantinople to offer his services 
to the Sultan, for the purpose of instructing the 
Turks in the practice of artillery, — Harcourt' ever 
remained with him; and, free from any pergonal 
bias in the political agitations and distractions 
which then prevailed, he foresaw and predicted 
to the young chieftain, when nearly brought, by 
indigence and despondency, to the verge of de- 
spair, that the period was not far distant when he 
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would be once more called upon for active and 
vigorous exertion, — a prophecy subsequently ful- 
filled to an extent and witk a rapidity whicb, 
perhaps, he who made it at the time little an-* 
tidpated! 

In the affair of the Sections — ^when those cele- 
brated words of Barras, long, long afberwards 
remembered, " I have the man we want — ^a little 
Corsican,^' laid the foundation of those tremendous 
events which shook Europe for twenty years after- 
wards, — ^Harcourt had exerted himself to accomplish 
the views of the General, with an intelligence and * 
ability, as well as courage and conduct, which had 
strongly elicited his Commander's approbation, 
and, if possible, strengthened his regard for his 
protSgS. On being nominated by the Directoro to 
the command of the army of Italy, the new Com- 
mander-in-chief had appointed Harcourt to his 
personal staff, from which he had joined the heavy 
cavalry, though constantly in attendance upon the 
Greneral as oj^'er(2'or(29nnano6. He served through- 
out the whole of these campaigns, acquiring no 
slight distinction at the bloody battles of Monte- 
notte. Areola, Lodi, and Eivoli ; and the conclusion 
of the war at the treaty of Campo Formio witnessed 
his elevation to the rank he at present held. On 
the return of Napoleon from Egypt, and his subse- 
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quent elevation to the supreme power, Harcourt, 
who had been left in Italy, was one of the first 
among those he summoned around him, and had 
been nominated to the command of a regiment 
destined to form part of the expedition proceeding 
to the theatre of their former brilliant and suc- 
cessfol career. 

On the memorable day to which our narrative 
now alludes, the regiment of Harcourt had formed 
part of the division of the gallant and long-after 
lamented Desaix, and reached the field of battle 
shortly after four o'clock in the afternoon, almost 
immediately following the arrival of the main body* 
It was immediately drawn up in the position we 
have already adverted to, by the First Consul 
himself, and united to the remnants of the heroic 
and gallant veterans, whose devoted and chivalrous 
courage had, in all probability, saved the French 
army from destruction in the early part of the 
day. 

Harcourt's orders had been, on no account 
whatever to move, unless directed either by the 
Gteneral-in-chief himself, or one of his immediate 
staff: on seeing, therefore, the First Consul advan- 
cing at speed towards his men, he at once divined 
that the moment for action had arrived, — an ex- 
pectation in which he was not deceived, when the 
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voice of his superior called out as he approached, 
in accents that rivaUed the stirring notes of the 
trumpet — "To your right, Harcourt, lies your 
commission as General of Brigade." 

The Englishman raised himself in his stirrups, 
and glanced eagerly in the direction the First Con- 
sul had indicated. The Austrian infentry, wMch 
at this period, under General Zach, had been de- 
ployed, were now in the act of re-forming column, 
' — a perilous movement at aU times, in presence 
of an active and enterprising body of cavahy,* 

* There is, perhaps, no question so completely an "open" one, 
as that of the movement of infantry (unless in column) in pre- 
sence of an active and vigilant mounted enemy, though, in all 
probability, a solution would be best obtained by a reference to 
the national and peculiar characteristics of the troops to whom 
allusion is made. For instance, what might be safely attempted 
with French, would be very problematical in regard to a success- 
ful issue with others ; while relative to the British Infantry, the 
celebrated General Foy has observed, — " That they who knew 
its value should move it but seldom, and, even under circum* 
stances of the greatest hazard and difficulty, trust rather to the 
cool intrepidity and determined resolution which has so inva- 
riably, from time immemorial, distinguished the British soldier." 
The accuracy of the observation of this gallant and experienced 
officer and historian, was certainly confirmed by the brilliant 
conduct of the 28th Regiment at the Battle of Waterloo. 
This corps was drawn up in line, when it was all at once 
chaiged in front and rear by the French cuiraBsiers. "In 
that trying moment^" says Sibome, in his admirable histoiy 
of the campaign, "not a sound was heard from the ranks save 
the voice of the Colonel (the late Sir Philip Belson) as he gave 
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and in the present instance doubly so, from their 
flank being completelj exposed, and their adver- 
saries a second time so entirely sheltered by the 
foUage of the trees and gardens, which screened 
them from observation, as to be wholly invisible. 
Another event was also destined to exercise a most 
fatal influenee npon the fortunes of the imperialists 
at this critical moment, and this was the unac- 
countable inaction of the brigade of hussars, de- 
stined for their support, who remained immoveable 
in their saddles, despite the fierce exclamations of 
impatience which burst both from officers and men, 
— their commander waiting for orders! being one 
of that heavy, stupid class of cross-grained marti- 
nets, who never ventured upon anything himself, 
or permitted others to do so, unless under the 
sanction of superior authority ; and who, most un- 
fortunately, had been sent expressly from head- 
quarters, (perhaps, to control the fiery spirits thus 
made subordinate to him,) to assume the com- 
mand on the death of the Hungarian leader, who 
had fallen in a desperate charge upon the square 

the word for the rear rank to face about." The cavalry came 
rushing on; in another moment, it would almost seem as if th^r 
horses' heads must toudh the array of hayonets before them, 
when the word "Fire " rung out; and as the smoke cleared away, 
it revealed the entire space covered with the fallen bodies of 
men and horses, and the survivors in fuU and hasty retreat. 
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of the old grenadiers, when they had so boldly 
attempted in the morning, in their march alike 
through Mends and foes, to retrieve the fortunes 
of the day. 

With the rapidity of lightning, Harconrt at once 
comprehended the General's intentions ; he waved 
his sabre round his head and galloped forward, as 
in a voice of stirring energy the words of com- 
mand issued from his lips, and followed each other 
in quick and fiery succession ;-" Form column of 
divisions ! * — ^the regiment will advance at a gallop! 
—By successive divisions— charge I " 

The thunder of the horses' hoofe, as they rushed 
at fiill speed, was the first intimation the Austrians 
received of the approach of their fresh and formi- 
dable enemy ; and taken, as they were, at every 
disadvantage, there could be but little doubt as to 
the result. The officers commanding the leading 
squadrons of the hussars, indeed, no sooner beheld 
the coming storm, than, without waiting for the 
orders of their superior, they wheeled to the right, 
and rushed forward to meet it, in the hope, if 
possible, to save their infantry, and thus gain time 
for their formation ; but, could they have hoped 
to have been a match for their ponderous adver- 

* In tHe continental armies, a diYision is formed of two 
squadrons led by a field-officer. 
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saries, whose weight alone bore down everything 
before them, the movement was too late to be at- 
tempted with any chance of success ; and with the 
first shock they were ridden through, sabred, and 
trampled down on the instant; while, in the next, 
the mailed horsemen were in the midst of the dis- 
ordered infantry, with the force of a thunderbolt ! 

Carried away by their impetuous spirit, and 
flushed with success, Harcourt and his brilliant 
chivalry continued to press forward with irresistible 
energy, carrying all before them. But a very few 
moments were requisite to show the master-mind 
that all further resistance was now hopeless, and 
that this last movement, directed by himself, had 
decided the terrible contest which had so long 
raged, assuring him of the greal^t victory which, 
up to this period, had distinguished his career. 
The shattered remains of Monnier's corps — ^which, 
in spite of the success that had attended Desaix 
and Kellerman, still continued hard pressed in 
their retrograde movement — ^now turned fiercely 
upon their pursuers, already disordered by the 
numbers of fugitives of their own army, which 
covered the whole plain, and crowded upon their 
ranks to an extent that, at length, threw them 
into the most irretrievable confusion; and they 
themselves were borne along by the torrent, the 
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Tout "becoming general, and a desperate effort being 
made to gain the Bormida before their retreat was 
ent off. 

As the last corps of the imperiaKsts which re- 
tained anything like order, broke and fled with 
he rest, Harcourt dashed towards several light 
field-batteries, the men of which had stood nobly 
by their guns, which they plied with equal vigour 
and celerity, in the endeavour to cover the retreat 
of their comrades. They were commanded by a 
fine, dashing fellow, who directed their movements, 
and were animated by a veteran Greneral of infan- 
try, who, after vain and fruitless efforts to rally 
some of the ftigitives, had galloped up to the ar- 
tillery, apparently determined not to quit the field 
as long as there appeared the remotest prospect of 
any resistance being continued. 

As the French cavalry advanced upon the guns, 
they were quickly limbered up ; and though they 
rushed at fuU speed towards the river, it was easy 
to perceive the men maintained the most perfect 
order. Their commander and the old General 
were in the rear, evidently looking out for an op- 
portunity when they could turn upon their pursuers 
with any chance of success, when a random shot 
struck the horse of the latter, which fell heavily to 
the earth, bearing his rider along with him. 
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There now Beemed ereiy prospect of the gallant 
veteran being trampled to death, beneath the hoofs 
of the advancing French cavalry; but Harcourt, 
who had throughout witnessed and admired the 
braveiy and strenuous exertions of his noble enemy, 
had seen the acddent, and, as his meu came thun- 
dering on, he shouted out, — " By pelotons — open 
right and left ! " The cuirassiers promptly wheeled 
outwards, and the old man was saved. 

" Je me rends. Monsieur," he said, with great 
dignity, as Harcourt reined up his horse for the 
moment, and extending his hand, assisted him to 
rise. It was the gallant old General Zach. 

Harcourt still continued his pursuit of the 
Austrian artillery, but such was the skill and cou- 
rage of his adversary, that all his efforts to arrest 
his progress were unavailing. They were now 
close upon the river, the sight of which led him to 
believe the prize was in his giasp, all the bridges 
being thronged with a dense mass of Aigitives, 
who impeded the progress of each other, while the 
banks were covered with the fragments of broken 
caissons, arms, and waggons, as well as covered 
with the dead and dying. 

Loud shouts burst from the French at lihe spec- 
tacle, and it was evident they deemed the capture 
of the guns as certain, when they beheld the gallant 
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Imperialist and his men half rein, up, as if in 
doubt and perplexity what course to pursue. The 
pause, however, was but momentary, one instant's 
reflection seeming to determine the Austrian in the 
line he had chosen, as his horses were suddenly 
urged to their utmost speed, and then springing 
over every obstacle, men, guns, and chargers, 
dashed fiercely into the foaming stream; a roar of 
admiration, even from their enemies, following the 
exploit, which met with the success it so well 
merited, some of their pieces alone sticking fast in 
the bed of the river ; but the traces being promptly 
cut, the men and horses, the most valuable portion 
of the matSriel, altogether escaped. 

Arrived on the opposite side, they were encoun- 
tered by an aged and infirm man, who, supported 
on horseback by two attendants, had with difficulty 
been enabled to reach the bank firom a village 
about three hundred yards distant. Though in a 
state of utter exhaustion, his presence seemed to 
act like magic on the flying soldiery, who were at 
once reanimated by the appearance of their chief — 
for Melas himself, apprised of the extent of the 
disaster, had hurried down to the river — and en- 
couraged by the support of their artillery ; which, 
now that they had reached the opposite side in 
security, quickly unlimbered, and re-opened briskly 
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upon the victorious French. Some degree of order 
became graduallj restored: through the heroic 
and determined resistance of the troops which the 
veteran Commander had succeeded in bringing 
together to form as a rear-guard, tiie bridges 
were cleared, and the imperialist forces ultimatelj 
enabled to effect their retreat. 

Harcourt drew off his men, and the night was 
closing in as he rode up and delivered his report 
to the First Consul, whose brief salutation to him^ 
as he extended his hand, was, — " General, you 
have well deserved the promotion you have at- 
tained!" 
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CHAPTER IV. 

The bright and glorious &im of an Italian 
summer morning rose in the earlj part of the 
month of July, about three weeks after the memo- 
rable event we have adverted to in our last 
chapter, upon one of those glowing pictures which, 
perhaps, the rich plains of Lombardj alone 
throughout the whole world could furnish. Far as 
the eye could reach rose one continued scene of 
fertility, cultivation, and beauty: the com was 
waving in golden luxuriance, the vineyards were 
loaded with their rich cargoes of fruit, while, 
stretching up to the very sides of the fine level 
roads, for which the province has ever been dis- 
tinguished, the vines, festooned ftom tree to tree, 
imparted to the whole an aspect of unrivalled 
beauty which it would be difficult even for the 
most accomplished artist faithfully to portray. 

Heavy showers had fallen at intervals during 
the night, which had cooled the air to a delicious 
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fireshness, and rendered the foliage still brighter 
in its Terdant colouring. As tiie glorious orb of 
morning rose above the horizon, in a ekj the rich 
blue tint of which was now nmningled with the 
slightest cloud, its rays fell upon the gkaming 
helmets and breastplates of a small detachment of 
French cuirassiers on their route from Brescia to 
Milan. 

The party consisted of a sereeant and twelye 
men, foSg the escort of the^end officer, who 
rode at their head, and who, wearing the same 
uniform as themselves, was evidently either re- 
turning &om a round of inspection of the brigade 
he commanded, which lay cantoned in the neigh- 
bourhood, or was proceeding on some special duty 
to head-quarters. Though the carbines of the 
advanced and rear files were sprung,* as usual 
with a body of cavalry proceeding on its march, 
a glance was su£Scient to intimate they had no 
expectation of meeting an enemy on their route ; 
and that the country around them, however lately 
the theatre of operations for two powerful and 
numerous armies, for the present, at least, was in a 
stajte of profound tranquillity, owing to the Con- 
vention of Alexandria, which had almost immedi- 
ately fallowed the sanguinary day of Marengo, and 

« The military term for being carried in rest, or ready for action. 
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which left the French forces in peacefiil possession 
of the Milannais, and the western part of Northern 
Italy as far as the Chiesa and the Po. 

Not a sound seemed to break upon the stillness 
of the morning, save the clatter of the horses' hoofs 
upon the road, the occasional clash of the accou- 
trements of the horsemen, or the echo of their 
voices, as they beguiled the tedium of their march 
by the narratives of former campaigns, future 
hopes, and. present pleasures, the usual theme for 
a soldier's story, whether in camp, the line of 
march, or the bivouac Glancing occasionally 
upon the beautiful country around him in silent 
admiration, Harcourt, for he was the general we 
have alluded to, rode at the he^ of his men, listen- 
ing to their discourse with amusement and interest, 
and not unfrequently encouraging some fresh re- 
cital by the questions he put to elicit it. A blu£f, 
burly, meiix moustache^ was dilating, in that spirit 
of mirth and good-humour which ever distin- 
guishes the French soldier, and which causes him 
quickly to forget even the heaviest misfortune, 
when its efifects have passed away, upon the con- 
trast the army of Italy afforded at the present 
period, to that which it exhibited on the com- 
mencement of the campaigns of 1794 ; when, as the 
old warrior expressed it, if fighting could have 



HARCOURT. 187 

satisfied their digestioii, they certainly had enough 
of it, for they had but little else to live upon ; — 
when a great-coat or cloak was scarcely to be seen ; 
when the infantry were without shoes, and one 
pair of jack-boots per peloton for the cavalry, was 
the very utmost that any inspecting general could 
reasonably hope to see in a regiment:— he was pro- 
ceeding with his narrative, amidst the laughter of 
his hearers, when a loud, piercing scream rang 
upon the air. 

In an instant aU was silence, and, as if instinc- 
lively, each bridle was drawn, all reining up upon 
the instant. 

** Diantre ! " exclaimed Harcourt, " from whence 
could that cry have proceeded ? " 

The horsemen, at the period this accident oc- 
curred, had reached a point in the road possessing 
a slight degree of elevation above the rest, and 
consequently commanded a view of the surround- 
ing country, and the route they were traversing, to 
the extent of some six hundred yards; at the 
termination of this distance, however, the road 
took an abrupt and sudden turn, and was lost 
among the trees and festooned vines we have 
already adverted to as skirting the hedges on its 
sides. The veteran sergeant dashed a few paces in 
advance, and gazed eagerly and intently upon the 
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yiew before him; but not a single living being 
presented itself, nor indeed any other object by 
which an elucidation could be obtained of the 
mysterious incident which had axrested^ their 
march. The word was already on Harcourt's lips, 
directing it to be resumed, when once more a long 
and loud succession of agonizing shrieks burst upon 
the ear, which, borne upon the stillness of the 
morning, evidently proceeded from a considerable 
distance before them. 

" By Heaven I" said Haicourt, " it is the voice 
of a woman in distress. En avant^ mes enfans ! an 
galop ! " and plunging his spurs into his charger's 
sides, and followed by his men, they rode full 
speed up the road, guided by the cries, which, 
although at times suddenly suppressed, as if 
efforts were being made to gag the person who 
uttered them, would break forth in all the bitter 
anguish of a being in its kst mortal agony. 

On they flew, tearing along the road, but meet- 
ing with nothing that could in any way account 
for what they had heard, till, on turning the comer 
we have already alluded to, a fiUl expLanation 
burst at once upon their view. About a hundred 
yards before them lay a trayelUng-caxriage, which 
had been partially overturned in the ditch by the 
road-side, the malles and imperials of which had 
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Ibeen forced open, and, lying upon the ground, were 
being diligently plundered by a gang of marauders 
who surrounded them; while farther on was a 
young girl, struggling in the grasp of four or five 
other ruffians, from whom proceeded the piercing 
cries which had first attracted the horsemen's 
attention. A single glance was sufficient to ex- 
plain how matters stood, and to show, moreover, 
that the miscreants were a marauding party from 
the French lines. 

" Draw swords," shouted Harcourt, " and down 
with every man of them !^-cut them down — ^no 
quarter ! " and dashing up to the men who had 
hold of the young girl, he clove the foremost to the 
chin, and whirling his blade, passed it through the 
heart of a second. The plunderers had been so 
intently occupied in their task, that they were not 
even aware of the presence of the cuirassiers, till 
the latter were actually sabring among them ; — an 
office they exercised with unsparing severity, view- 
ing their adversaries as a set of vermin, disgracing 
their colours and country, and consequently meriting 
no consideration whatever, — ^their cries for mercy 
being answered with execration and derision. 

The ruffians fled in every direction on the 
instant, jumping through the hedges, and among 
the vines and bushes, in the hope of, by these 
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means, escaping the relentless swords of their 
avenging countrymen. In this the greater part 
succeeded, leaving eight of their number dead 
behind them, though the wounds of several who 
survived led to their subsequent detection, and 
the expiation of their crimes by the Provost- 
m.arshal. 

Harcourt had stooped from his horse^ and caught 
the young girl in his left arm, as the miscreants 
who held her let go their hold ; but one of them, 
disappointed of his prey, turned round in a fury of 
impotent rage, and discharged a pistol either at his 
rescued victim or her deliverer, which had very 
nearly been attended with the most fatal effect, as 
the baQ, whizzing past the head of the former, 
struck the lower part of the General's cuirass, and 
glanced off imder his arm. 

As the last of their late adversaries disappeared, 
and Harcourt directed the sergeant to call off his 
men from their fruitless efforts at pursuit, — ^which 
only terminated in the horses getting their feet 
entangled in the vines, which, trailing upon the 
earth, brought their burly riders, and the animals 
themselves, in several instances, to the ground, — 
he sprang from his own charger, and endeavoured 
to reanimate the half-lifeless form he held in his 
arms. He was not without success, as after a short 
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time she partially opened her eyes and gazed 
.wildly around her; then, clasping her hands to- 
gether, she exclaimed, in tones of the greatest 
anguish, " My father I O God I my father ! " 

Harcourt called out to the sergeant, but the 
veteran had already anticipated him, and directing 
several of the men to dismount, they approached 
the carriage. Under one of the wheels they found 
the apparently lifeless body of a fine-looking, elderly 
person, bleeding profusely froi^, a deep cut in the 
head; near him lay a powerfdl, athletic-looking 
man, apparently a courier, or upper-servant, who, 
from his position, had evidently fallen in the at- 
tempt to defend his master and mistress ; while in 
the ditch was foxmd a somewhat aged female, un- 
wounded, but almost paralysed by terror. It was 
some time ere confidence could be restored to the 
rescued victims, who, fi-om the uniforms of tlieir 
deliverers, were at first led to believe they had only 
been released firom one set of enemies to fall into 
the power of another. Gradually, however, their 
fears were calmed by the assiduous eflForts and 
attentions of those around them. The gouvemante 
was the first to recover her self-possession, and with 
it that use of the faculty of speech for which the 
sex in general, and women of her class in particular, 
.are usually celebrated, as rushing towards her young 
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mistress, she clasped her inker arms, oyerwhelming 
her with the usual torrent of tender Italian vocifera- 
tion — " Cara Padrona — benedetta, — anima mia ! " 

Consigning his charge to her care, Harcourt 
now turned his attention towards the wounded tra- 
vellers* On being carefully raised by the soldiers, 
it was soon ascertained that the old noble, (for such 
the appearance of the elder of the two, together with 
the armorial bearings on the carriage, unquestion- 
ably denoted him,) though somewhat severely, was • 
by no means very dangerously hurt ; as the wound, 
though it bled profusely, was not deep; and oii 
being washed with some water from the clear stream ] 

running by the road-side, and bandaged with no j 

slight degree of skill by the veteran sergeant, who [ 

evidently appeared no novice in such matters, he 
quickly recovered. ' 

The wounds of the servant proved the most ; 

serious ; and one, a severe stab in the breast from a ' 

long knife or short infantry sword, seemed to wear 
a fatal appearance, in consequence of its having 
apparently pierced the lungs, from the heavy 
breathing that issued from the orifice which the 
blow had occasioned. 

The rapture of the young girl, on ascertaining the 
safety of her father, had burst forth in the wildest 
expressions of delight, as she hung upon his breast; 
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but now disengaging heiBelf from him, she sprang 
towards the serrant, and^ with streaming eyes, 
called out, in a voice almost inarticulate- with 
emotion, "Oh, Franz! dear, dear Franz! — ^they 
have killed him in trying to save me." 

The iron visages around were evidently some- 
what contorted by this simple appeal, emanating as 
it did from the pure and confiding spirit of childish 
affection ; but the sergeant, stepping forward, after 
more than one effort to clear his throat, at length 
said : — 

' " Not so bad as that, I hope, Mam^selle. But 
we are within a league of where the brigade 
lies, to which these scoundrels belonged," — ^andthe 
veteran beBtowed a hearty kick with his heavy jack- 
boot upon one of the bodies lying near ; — " and the 
sooner we get him into the doctor's hands, the 
better will be his chance of recovery." 

"For heaven's sake let us be moving, then!" 
returned the traveller, with an evident degree of 
anxiety and alarm. " You are soldiers," he con- 
tinued, addressing the cuirassiers, drawing himself 
up with dignity and pride, " and I may mention, 
that this is not only an old and faithful retainer, 
but one who was for a long time sergeant in the 
regiment I formerly commanded,. in which capacity 
he twiced saved my own life." 
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^'Father, fie^ther!*' exclaimed the young lady, 
in a voice of entreaty, strongly mingled with 
alarm* 

'^ Hush ! hush, my child !" replied the old war- 
rior ; '^ I have neither the wish nor the intention to 
conceal eithei^ what I am or what I have been. 
Many years have passed since I have quitted a 
profession for the active duties of which a severe 
wound disabled me on tiie field of Rimnik;^ but 
on that day^when this gallant fellow had preserved 
my life, almost at the expense of his own, I. gained 
this cross ;'' and stepping back, he threw open kis 
overcoat, and revealed the glorious decoration of 
Maria Theresa glittering on his breast. 

" Whoever you are. Sir," said Harcourt, stepping 
forward and addressing him, ''you have every 
claim to our sympathy and assistance, from the 
treatment you have received from men, I blush to 
say, wearing the same uniform as ourselves. This 
would even be doubly the case were you an enemy, 
as the Convention, which has now been in force for 
some days, has suspended all hostilities, at least 
for the present." 

* The fierce and sangumary battle in the plains of Bimnik, 
between the combined Austrian and Russian forces, under the 
Prince of Cobourg and the celebrated Souvaroflf (Suwarrow), 
and the Ottoman army, commanded by the Grand Vizier in per- 
son, 1789. 
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The old man bowed conrteonfily in reply, as he 
said, " To you, Sir, if I mistake not, I am bound by 
a debt of everlasting gratitude, as the officer who 
was the saviour of my child," — and his voice fel- 
tered. Suddenly he exclaimed, in tones of alarm, 
" My God, Sir ! you are" 

"Father, father!" shrieked the young girl, as 
she rushed towards Harcourt, " he is wounded, — 
my noble deliverer is wounded ! " 

Harcourt now, for the first time, observed that 
the baU of the ruffian who fired at him, in glancing 
from his cuirass^ had struck his arm^ tearing the 
coat ; and although it only inflicted a slight flesh 
wound, it bled somewhat profusely. 

•* It is of little moment," he said, smiling, as he 
hastily tied a handkerchief round the limb, and 
then directed the men to get the carriage up in 
order to proceed on their journey. 

This was very soon accomplished, and the malles 
and imperials hastily packed and replaced in their 
former places. The postilion had fled at the very 
commencement of the fray, but the horses had for- 
tunately remained perfectly quiet; and as it was 
requisite they should proceed at a very slow pace, 
his absence was of little moment, since one of the 
soldiers, stationed at their head for the purpose, 
could easily lead them along the road. The 
wounded man was slowly and carefally placed 
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in the interior, the French soldiers having, with 
considerable ingenuity, by means of cloaks and 
cushions, contrived to form a sort of couch for him 
to lie upon ; and having desired his daughter and 
her attendant to take their places beside him, the 
gentleman turned to Harcourt and courteously re- 
quested he would occupy the coup^ of the berline 
with himself. The latter would have declined the 
offer, but was pressed so urgently to accept it, that, 
flinging the bridle of his charger to one of the 
men, he entered the vehicle, and took his seat by 
the side of its proprietor. 

They were no sooner in motion, than the latter, 
turning to his companion, said in a low voice, — 
" I am speaking to a gentleman whom I presume 
to be an officer of rank, and one whom I feel 
assured possesses that high and chivalrous feeling 
which formerly distinguished the military of 
France, and which even her blood-stained revo- 
lution, with all its horrors and excesses, has been 
unable to eradicate firom the ranks of her army — 
may I solicit the favour of knowing whom I have 
the honour of addressing." 

'^ Edward Harcourt, commanding a Brigade in 
the division of Milhaud's Cuirassiers." 

" And I, Sir," replied the traveller, with slow 
and deliberate emphasis, as if watching the 
effect the intelligence produced upon his hearer, 
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""beg to announce myself as — the Count de 
Melzi." 

Harcourt bowed to this intimation of his 
companion's being the representative of one of 
the most ancient and illustrious, as well as the 
wealthiest and most powerftd families of the old 
Milanese nobility ; but as the infonnation seemed 
to elicit from him nothing beyond a mere courteous 
acknowledgment, the old nobleman with some 
surprise said, " I was afraid the announcement 
I have made would have been productive of a 
different impression to that which it has occa- 
sioned; and — and," he continued, with some de- 
gree of hesitation, " pardon me for saying it, one 
not altogether of a very friendly nature, conside- 
ring who and what you are." 

" Oh," replied Harcourt, laughing, " I am well 
aware that rumour ascribes to the Count de Melzi, 
views and opinions much more in accordance with 
the Ghibelline predilections of his family in former 
.times than with the state of things as existing at 
present ; but as it is credibly asserted that he is a 
noble veteran soldier, who has never mingled in 
poUtical affairs, and has, moreover, for many years 
•past, altogether lived in retirement, in consequence 
of wounds received during his former military 
career, I am at a loss to conceive how his presence 
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cbuld create any other feeling than that of respect 
in the mind of any one, without reference to 
country, profession, or opinion." 

" I was previously well aware," said the Count, 
" and had already mentioned to you, that whatever 
evil the Bevolution has effected in France, it has 
not uprooted that noble and chivalrous feeling 
which has ever distinguished her brave and gallant 
army ; but these sentiments, it would appear, rest 
exclusively among the military, and are anything 
but participated in by the great body of her 
people, still less, perhaps, by her government." 

« If, in reference to the existing government," 
replied Harcourt, warmly, " your observation im- 
plies any allusion to the First Consul, I must beg 
that you will disabuse your mind of any such 
impressions." 

"Umph," said the Count, drily; "he is not 
likely to retain that title long, I think." 

Harcourt coloured, bit his lip, but was silent ; 
and the old noble, after a pause, at laigth said, 
extending his hand, " I will deal frankly with you, 
and that on the word of a soldier, without the least 
mental reservation. Whatever may be the fate 
of this country in the negotiations now impend- 
ing, I can never but recognise the one sovereign to 
whom my loyalty and allegiance have ever been, 
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and ever will be, devoted. I am now too old to 
change either mj views, habits, or opinions ; thongh, 
were I even at this moment only beginning life, 
instead of verging towards its dose, I feel that 
conyiction within me which assures me that they 
would remain the same, or, at all events, never 
change to others founded upon deeds and events, 
which the generality of the world must ever view 
with hatred and abhorrence. Mj sons axe at present 
serving in the Imperial army, and it was in con- 
sequence of an intimation, as I thought of the surest 
nature, privately conveyed to me from Milan, .that 
I last night started from a villa I possess about 
fifty miles fix)m this, with the intention of seeking 
refiige within the Austrian frontier; having received 
the assurance that it was the intention of the French 
authorities in Lombardy, to excite the peasantry 
against their seigneurs, and create a Jacquerie, in 
tiie idea that, pending the present armistice, it might 
assist their views in the severance of the Milannais 
from the empire." 

^' I should have thought,'' indignantiy rejoined 
Eburcourt, '^ that recent events in France would at 
least have saved her ruler from this atrocious 
calumny ; and that the iron hand with which he 
has suppressed the scenes you describe, in his own 
country, affords the surest conviction of how littie 
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likely he would be to encourage sucli a system in 
another, particularly in one which, to all intents 
and purposes, is at present subordinate to his rule 
— ^and — ^and — I care hot to avow it — ^very likely to 
remain so. Believe me," he continued, "that on 
the word of a man of honour, you have been mis* 
led by information either altogether unfounded, 
and malicious in its nature, or else the creation 
of some visionary alarmist. I am now on my 
way to the headquarters of the First Consul, and 
aware as he must be of everything connected with 
you, I will pledge you my parole that, if you will 
do me the honour of accompaaying me, fiom him- 
self you will receive the fullest assurance that no 
one, whatever he may have said or done in regaxd 
to the past government, will ever be molested 
on that account, — ^an adhesion, or at least, a non-« 
resistance to that which may hereafter be esta- 
blished, being all that is required of them. In 
bis present state, it will be impossible for this poor 
fellow of yours to be removed for a long time yet. 
I will have him under the especial charge of the 
officer commanding the brigade of Monliier's divi- 
sion, the outposts of which are now close to us ; 
and then, if satisfied with what I .have adduced, 
we can resume our route under the escort I have 
with me ; and, pardon me for saying it — considering 
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what has occurred, and that marauding parties 
from both armies, and other canaille, may be 
prowling over the country in the present uncertain 
state of affairs, it becomes a duty on your part," 
and by a slight motion he glanced towards the 
interior of the carriage, " not lightly to reject the 
offer I have made." 

The old noble seemed deeply affected at the 
earnestness with which Harcourt addressed him, 
and after a time, said, '' Tou have indeed touc^hed 
upon a theme which has impressed me with a 
paiBfal-I may indeed Bay-a frightful degree of 
interest : situated as I am, perhaps, even if your 
anticipations should not be realized, following 
your suggestions may prove the lesser evil of the 
two." 

"Tou have, at least, my word, Monsieur le 
Comte," replied Harcourt, " as a General officer of 
the French army, to guarantee the truth of th6 
assertion I have made." 

" A guarantee that I as candidly accept on the 
part of the gallant soldier who proflfers it," said the 
Count, pressing the hand of his companion with 
visible emotion, " as I ftdly exonerate him from 
all consequences in the event of its not being rati- 
fied by his superiors. And believe me, when I say, 
that whatever may hereafter occur, the obligation 



202 BOMANCE OP MILITARY LIFE. 

you hare conferred upon me this morning, as the 
saviour of my child, as well as myself, will never, 
never, under any circumstances or in any situation 
of life, be obliterated from the minds of either; 
But here we are, if I mistake not, at your out- 
posts." 

The carriage drew up as the cry of the advanced 
sentry* rung out in its sharp clear tones, " Haite Ul / " 
but on seeing who it contained, and the escort by 
which it was accompanied, it was at once admitted 
within the French lines. 
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CHAPTEE V. 

Time passed on. Within six months after the 
signing of the convention of Alexandria, which 
succeeded the battle of Marengo, the treaty of 
Lnneville was concluded, by which the Adige was 
defined as the boundary between the French and 
Austrian dominions in Italy; the north-western 
states and provinces, while nominally independent, 
being to all intents and purposes incorporated with 
France. 

The foresight of Harcourt had not deceived him 
in the anticipations he had formed relative to the 
reception by the First Consul of so distinguished 
and illustrious a person as the Count de Melzi 
Ever alive to the policy of conciliating those he 
believed unfavourable towards his government, as 
well as resolute and determined, if not rigorous and 
unrelenting, in crushing open rebellion and resistr 
ance to its authority, his courteous demeanour to 
the old noble was of the most marked and distiur 
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goished character; and if he failed in attaching 
him to his interests, he at least had secured his 
respect and esteem, by delicate allusions to the 
unshaken and established loyalty he had ever 
manifested towards his former sovereign, conclud- 
ing with the firank assurance that he confided 
wholly in his honour that he would do nothing 
to disturb the order of things as at present estab- 
lished* 

As the brigade which Harcourt commanded had 
its headquarters at Milan, he became a constant 
visitor at the Melzi Palace, where, if other officers 
belonging to the French experienced only that 
courtesy and politeness which its high-bred pro- 
prietor would have extended even towards an 
enemy, in regard to himself, his presence was ever 
welcomed by every one in the household with the 
titn^ost warmth and cordiality. Old Franz, the^ 
Oerman dragoon, now completely recovered, and 
once more established in his office as major-domo 
of the family, relaxed firom his upright, stiff mili- 
tary bearing — ^which engendered the belief that he 
had swallowed the staff of his regimental standard 
— on Harcourt's making his appearance, his grave 
and solemn features absolutely diverging into a 
grin of recognition; an incident that afforded no 
slight degree of merriment to the Italian domestics, 
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who had rarely, if ever, previously witnessed such 
a phenomenon. The old gouvemante smirked and 
curtsied, pouring forth a voluble welcome ; while 
to the young Countess Virginia de Melzi, and her 
father, his presence was ever a source of the most 
unalloyed happiness and pleasure. Eventually, in- 
deed, it became to the former a subject of interest, 
the extent and intenseness of which she was herself, 
perhaps, wholly unaware of, and which slumbered 
the deeper from Harcourt's bearing towards her, 
whilst expressive of the wamest and most friendly 
interest, partaking in its character more of the 
solicitude of an elderly relative closely and inti- 
mately connected with the famUy for a young and 
beautiful child, than any other feeling. 

The youthful Signorina de Melzi was one of those 
bright creations of nature, the impression derived 
from which is not one of sudden and dazzling at- 
traction, but rather of that feeling which, slowly 
and gradually created, only retains its hold the 
more deeply and earnestly upon the mind. She 
was of the middle height, with a figure formed in 
the finest proportions of nature's choicest mould, 
^nd which, though only in her seventeenth year, 
was developed in a full and rounded beauty, that 
scarcely accorded with features which seemed much 
more youthful in their feminine sweetness. They 
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were pale, but assimilated well with her large 
blue-grey eye, Ae characteristic of which, shaded 
by its long black lashes, was expressive rather of 
deep and melancholy reflection, than any other 
feeling, though, when lighted up, its tenor was 
altogether changed to one of archness and naivete; 
while the heavy masses of dark-brown hair, braided 
simply over the smooth and polished forehead, im- 
parted an additional charm to a countenance, emi- 
nently qualified to portray the gentleness and 
refinement of a highly-cultivated mind. She was 
an accomplished musician, an admirable artist, and, 
what was singular for an Italian lady at any time, 
but more particularly so at the period to which we 
allude, was a graceful and elegant rider ; and many 
a sigh and glance of ardent admiration had followed 
her light figure, as it cantered gaily along the Corso 
upon her high-spirited Hungarian schimmel. 

Such was the being with whom Harcourt was 
now constantly, almost daily, brought in contact. 
The carnival, with its gaieties, had passed away, 
the season of Lent had commenced, and each day 
generally witnessed him, when not engaged with 
military duties, by the side of the young countess, 
— in the morning when occupied with her drawing 
and music, in the evening accompanying her in her 
rides. The heart of the young Italian, with the 
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resistless impetaositj of her southern Uood, was 
soon beyond her control, and irrevocably bestowed 
upon the being whom she had from the first re- 
garded with veneration as the preserver of her 
fiEither and herself, and whom, perhaps, her woman's 
nature was now piqued into regarding with a &r 
deeper, more ardent feeling, firom the circumstance 
that his own sentiments were apparently of so con- 
trary a nature. Could it be that, owing to the 
very circumstance of their first acquaintance, which 
laid the foundation of her affection, it exercised an 
opposite feeling in regard to himself, engendering 
a spirit of honourable delicacy which prohibited 
him firom encouraging sentiments, any success at- 
tending which, he felt might be conceded to him 
from a sense of gratitude and duty rather than 
any other motive ? It was not wholly impossible, 
though, firom Harcourt's uniformly firank, courteous, 
and cordial manner towards her, the supposition 
did not appear to be very probable. 

But could the Count de Melzi be a stranger to 
what was passing in the mind of his child ? or was 
he led to believe that Harcourt's age, double that 
of the signorina, was a sufficient guarantee against 
ajiy such sentiment arising in the heart of either ? 
The general impression was certainly not in fa- 
vour o£ the former, and it was almost universally 
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believed, with some degree of reason, that whatever 
may have been the feelings the count entertained 
in regard to the existing government, as it now 
seemed fixed upon a stable basis, he would not be 
averse to his daughter's forming an alliance, par- 
ticularly of her own firee will, with one to whom 
they both owed so much, — ^bearing one of the 
noblest and most historic names in the annals of 
French history, — considered as one of the most 
distinguished and gallant soldiers of the victorious 
army to which he belonged, — ^the acknowledged 
fiavourite of its commander, — and, in all probability, 
one of the most rising men in the estimation of his 
future sovereign, in whose service there were no 
honours or distinctions to which he might not here- 
after hope to aspire ; and whose sole drawback (if it 
could be termed so) would consist, perhaps, in want 
of fortune, owing to the ruin which the Revolution 
had entailed upon the most illustrious &milies in 
France, and among others, in all probability, upon 
his, but which the count's own vast wealth would 
enable him to remove, in the large and handsome 
portion that had long been appropriated for his 
daughter's dowry. 

" Vainqueur de tons les coeurs, General," said a 
youns handsome dashinc: colonel of the hussars, 
to nLourt, one morning! on meeting him in the 
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Piazza d' Armi, as the latter was proceeding on 
his usual daily visit to the Palazzo Melzi. . ^^ For-^ 
tune seems certainly to have adopted you as her 
most especial favourite; when are we to. look for 
the happy day?" 

'* My dear Count," replied the General, with an 
astonishment too evidently expressed to be feigned , 
"you speak in riddles fiur too complicated for my 
humble comprehension ; pray have the kindness to 
explain yourself." 

"Ahl Harcourt," replied the young Count de 
la Tour d'Auvergne, laughing, "it is somewhat 
too late for such diplomatic secresy. Why, whether 
present or absent, no one now has ever a chance of 
obtaining even a smile from la Idle Melzi, her 
whole soul being occupied with your gallant self; 
and you, ingrat that you are, affect to be ignorant 
of it." 

" I ought, at all events, to be satisfied with the 
flattering inferences drawn from the conclusions 
you have arrived at, in reference to the lady alluded 
to," said Harcourt, drily, a covert feeling it would 
be difficult to describe, and not altogether, perhaps, 
free from annoyance, pervading him as he replied ; 
" but admitting their justice, is it not possible that 
a variety of objections may exist to prevent the 
very summary realization you seem to have deter* 

p 
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mined upon, — foremost among which is the oidon- 
nance of the canonical law, which expressly 
declares that no woman can many her &ther, — a 
role that may possibly convey the further intima- 
tion, of its including those whose age would 
qualify them for the office ? " 

" A most paternal personage, truly," — ^returned 
the gay Frenchman, surveying Harcourt's fine, 
manly figure, and then glancing upon his hand- 

very slightest tinge of grey in his dark waving 
hair, would have led a spectator to believe him 
many years younger than he really was, — "that 
carries off a prize from a host of suitors — and firom 
me, Henri Claude de la Tour d'Auvergne, amongst 
the rest, love-maker general, and • • • diahUl there 
goes our second trumpet, and I had almost forgotten 
I have a parade this morning." 

As his young companion hurried off, Haroourt, 
instead of resuming his intended route, remained 
for some minutes lost in thought, and then slowly 
and mechanically moved forward, his whole at- 
titude being that of a person doubtful as to what 
course he should pursue. " Tut ! " he at length ex- 
claimed, peevishly, "I must be silly indeed to 
tolerate for an instant the impression this cox- 
comb's words would seem to have made upon me, 
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originating, no doubt, in some idle folly or con- 
ception of his own." And rousing himself from 
his reverie, he bent his steps in the direction of 
the Melzi Palace. 

In an enclosed balcony of that splendid mansion, 
filled with the choicest plants and exotics, leading 
from a small morning salony frmiished in the 
gorgeous style of Louis Quatorze, about the veiy 
time the incident we have adverted to occurred, 
the young Countess de Melzi stood leaning thought- 
ftdly against a marble pedestal which support- 
ed a Damascus rose-tree of extraordinary size 
and beauty. The expression of her pale but lovely 
features, the principal characteristic of which, as 
we have previously observed, was rather emble- 
matic of melancholy than otherwise, had on the 
present occasion deepened into one of profotmd 
sadness. For a long, long period she remained 
thus, as if buried in a state of abstraction, the 
feelings derived from which were evidently of a 
painful, oppressive nature, since occasionally the 
striking depression which pervaded her coun- 
tenance, became at times expressive of absolute 
wretchedness. As if struggling with the thoughts 
which recurred to her, she seemed at length involun- 
tarily to murmur : — " He treats me as a child, and 
all that I can hope for, when every reminiscence of 
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myself has hereafter faded from his mind is, that 
in secret I may be permitted to revere him, to 
bless his name, and to pray to the Holy Virgin for 
his future prosperity and happiness," 

- A heavy tread, which had scarcely roused her 
from her reverie as it echoed through the room, 
now apprised her that she was not alone; and 
looking up, she beheld Harcourt standing within a 
few paces of her. A deep, burning flush suffused 
her countenance as he approached, and she seemed 
so apparently distressed and confused, that turning 
to a. table near, on which lay scattered a portefeuille 
and drawing materials, he said, gaily ; — 

"You have not shown me your last study as 
you promised ; this is it, I suppose. Why, what is 
this? — a military uniform, I declare; on my life, if 
it is not old Hubert ! as stout, and as grim as his 
very self. What an admirable likeness, and how 
beautifully executed ! How flattered the old. fellow 
would be — and I shall make a point of telling him 
— ^if he knew that he formed one of the most pro- 
minent themes in so fair a lady's album !" • 

What can have caused this agitation in the 
young signorina? As Harcourt approached the 
table, and took up the drawing, a half-suppressed, 
wild cry escaped her, and she moved hastily 
forward, as if to prevent his doing so ; on observ- 
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mg, however, how he was occupied, she stole to 
his side, and grasping at the portefeuille with 
trembling hands, she opened a drawer, and hastily 
thmst it within, giving an imploring glance to the 
astonished soldier, as, red and pale by turns, she 
seemed to beseech him to let it rest there ! 

Before Harcourt could recover from the surprise 
the incident occasioned, the tramp of a horse was 
heard beneath the window ; and on looking out he 
saw an orderly dragoon, apparently the bearer of a 
despatch for himself, as he heard the trooper^s 
voice inquiring for him, while almost immediately 
afterwards Franz entered with a large official letter, 
which he, at a glance, perceived came from the 
office of the Chef d'Etat-major. 

"Save me from an hrdre de route /^^ he said, 
smiling, as he broke the seal, and but little antici- 
pating the effect those few words of his, so lightly 
spoken, produced upon his hearer, perused its 
contents, which, though short, were sufficient to 
elicit from him an exclamation of impatience and 
annoyance. As he hastily folded up the commu- 
nication, and directed Franz to tell the orderly to 
bring round his horses to the palace as quickly as 
possible, he for the first time remarked the state 
of his young companion. 

Pale, pale, — deathly pale, as the most exquisite 
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Carrara marble, — rooted to the spot, — ^motionless as 
if bereft of life and being, stood that fair and beau- 
tiful girl beside him, so deep was the anguish that 
seemed to crush and paralyse her entire firame! 
Shocked and alarmed, Harcourt sprang forward, 
and was about to shout for assistance, when, as if 
the movement had all at once turned her thoughts 
in a new channel, she convulsiyely pressed his arm 
to restrain him. 

^' Gk>od heayen, signorina ! Virginia, my sweet 
child," exclaimed the astonished General, as he 
took the passive hand of the young girl, '^ what is 
the matter!" 

" You are going," she said, in a burst of uncon- 
trollable agony. 

'^ Gt)ing ? no ! what could lead you to entertain 
such a supposition ? oh I this foolish letter, (as he 
followed the direction of her eye,) and I imagine 
my stiU sillier observation regarding it. Believe me 
it relates to a very simple, commcn-place occur- 
rence, and if you have any doubts you may con- 
vince yourself. A party of our fellows having made 
somewhat too free with wine at a village a few 
miles firom the city, have terminated their festi- 
yity in a brawl with the people, and as general- 
officer of the day, I have received an order from 
the Quaxtier-general, being directed by Berthier to 
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take a patrol firom the outlying picket, and place 
the rioters in confinement. This is all, upon my 
honour. 

She sunk into a seat, and coyering her eyes 
with her hands, burst into a deep, prolonged, and 
conYulsive passion of tears. Harcourt gazed upon 
her with feeUngs it would be difficult to describe : 
fear, bewilderment, hope, admiration, each in suc- 
cession coursed rapidly through his mind. Did he 
narrowly scrutinize his own heart to ascertain if no 
lurking, latent feeling of a far higher, and yet 
stronger nature lingered there, unknown, or at 
least unavowed to himself, or which, up to this 
moment, had never previously been awakened? 
Perhaps he could not trust himself to ask the 
question ; though, as he gazed upon the sweet and 
gentle being before him, words seemed to rise to 
his lips, to which he dared not give utterance, and 
which it cost him no slight inward struggle to 
suppress. As if actuated by some strong sense of 
high-minded and honourable determination, he at 
length was enabled to subdue his emotion; and 
though his voice faltered at first, and his powerful 
frame, for the moment, shook with the agitation he 
experienced, he gradually acquired firmness as he 
proceeded, and spoke words of gentleness and 
affectionate Solicitude and kindness, which might 
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have proceeded from a father, or an elder brother, 
to a young and cherished sister. The tones of his 
voice in their deep, yet mellow accents, seemed to 
impress the beautiful Italian most strongly ; not the 
less so, perhaps, that there was the slightest tinge 
of a feeling, mournful in its nature, which seemed 
to mingle in their utterance as they issued from 
his lips« It is not also impossible that, in spite of 
himself, they were not destitute of a tenderness he 
vainly strove to subdue, and which up to this 
period he had never used in speaking to her : but 
as he rose to depart, and pressed her hand within 
his own, a returning smile imparted to her features 
their usual expression of melancholy sweetness. 

The door had closed upon him, and Harcourt 
found himself in the large entrance-hall of the 
palace, before he had in some measure recovered 
from the deep and thoughtful mood which came 
over him as he quitted the presence of the young 
Countess. He moved rapidly for a few paces, 
and then suddenly stopped; he turned upon his 
heel as if to retrace his footsteps, and again stepped 
forward, only once more to pause irresolute, as if 
doubtful what course to pursue amid the con- 
flicting feelings which apparently occupied his 
mind at the moment. At once his resolution 
seemed to be taken. Glancing upon the official 
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packet in his hand, he strode to the balcony and 
looked into the street. The orderly had not yet 
returned, and muttering — "A few minutes can 
make but little difference ; and if they did, a repri- 
mand or a week's arrest will be cheaply purchased, 
in restoring tranquillity of mind to this angelic young 
creature : and situated as I am, as a man of honour, 
I am bound, whatever it costs myself, to bring this 
affair to a crisis ; for too truly is it said, the most 
desperate certainty is far preferable to the living 
death and unceasing agony of constant suspense. 
Is the count in his room, Franz?" he inquired of 
the veteran who stood ready to attend him to the 
door, — a duty which he never permitted any of the 
domestics to aJssume but himself. 

*^ Yes, Excellency," was the reply. 

"Is he alone?" 

*^ Assuredly, Excellency." 

"Then announce my wish to speak to him 
immediately — or stay — ^I will follow you myself." 

With the punctilio of military decorum, which 
prohibited, in his estimation, even the manifestation 
of anything like surprise at orders once, issued, the 
old soldier squared himself, turned upon his heel 
with a precision a serjeant-major might have 
envied, and led the way to his master's apartment, 
the door of which he opened, announcing with due 
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sonoious intonation of voice, as if addressing his 
troop on parade, ^' Sua Eccellenza, il Grenerale 
Harcourt" 

The Count was, as Franz had intimated, alone ; 
and while he greeted his visitor with his usual 
frank and courteous welcome, he could not help 
uttering a slight exclamation of wonder at the 
traces of violent agitation which the latter studied 
in vain to conceal. As the door, however, closed 
upon them, Harcourt seated himself hj the side of 
the old Count, and with a manly, straightforward 
candour, without the remotest approach to con- 
cealment, at once entered upon the object of his 
visit. 

Half-an-hour — an hour had elapsed : Harcourt's 
charger paced impatiently at the gate of the palace, 
the orderly dragoon who held his bridle, occar 
sionally giving vent to that wearied yawn of con- 
centrated ennui, so emblematic of a Frenchman 
condemned to inactivity, — ^a state of existence to 
which he has a national and patriotic degree of 
abhorrence, — ^yet still the Greneral did not make his 
appearance. At last he came forth, with light and 
buoyant tread, his countenance bearing the im- 
pression of one whose happiness was almost too 
great to bear. The count followed him into the 
hall, and as he clasped his hand in his own, he 
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laid the other upon his shoiilder, and said with 
deep eamestneasy '^ The noble and chivabous con- 
duct you haye displayed on this occasion, though 
I should hare expected no less from all that I have 
seen or heard regarding you, would alone have 
enlisted my sympathy in your favour, even if other 
inducements had been wanting in the never-to*be-* 
forgotten service rendered to myself and child; and 
you wiU excuse my fiimkneaa in mentioning in 
reference to your early history, that if the pride of 
race might have rendered me reluctant to bestow 
the hand of my daughter upon one who, however of 
ancient lineage, was yet a wanderer without home 
or kindred, in a land at war with his own country, 
the same reason would now lead me to rejoice that 
it existed, from the farther insight it has enabled 
me to obtain into the heaxt and mind of one, to 
whom I may with equal pride and pleasure confide 
the happiness of my child." 

Harcourt wrung the hand of the old noble 
almost convulsively, as if his voice denied him the 
power of giving utterance to the burst of grateful 
feeling which pervaded him; then, darting from 
the house, he sprang into his saddle, and rode full 
gallop to where his orders had directed him to 
proceed. 

The evening had closed in, and the young 
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Countess sat alone in the room which had witnessed 
her interview with Harcourt in the morning* He 
had not yet returned from the service which had 
occupied him, though her father had carelessly 
intimated that he would be with them again in the 
evening. Kind and affectionate as that father had 
ever been towards her, there had been a tenderness 
and caressing endearment on his part when speak- 
ing to her throughout the day, which she could 
not fail to remark, and though entirely ignorant of 
what it originated in, it did not fail to soothe and 
alleviate the agitation her mind had sustained. 
The piano lay open before her, but its chords were 
untouched, and though seated upon a sofa with a 
volume of Metastasio in her hand, it was evident its 
pages, in all their mellifluous sweetness, did not 
form the object which so completely engrossed her 
thoughts. Suddenly the tramp of a horse was 
heard ; her heart beat quickly, the blood rushed in 
a torrent over her countenance, and then subsided, 
leaving it yet paler than before ; in another moment 
Harcourt entered the apartment 

The young girl scarcely dared to lift her eyes as 
he approached and seated himself by her side. 
She trembled violently as he took her hand; and 
yet she had never done so before ! Was it in the 
subdued and earnest expression she had observed 
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upon his features — in the timid glance she had 
turned upon him^ that she divined wilh a woman's 
instinct the nature of what he was about to com- 
municate to her? She tried to speak, but her 
Toice failed her, and she dared not encounter that 
fixed and steadfast gaze her heart told her was fixed 
upon her, 

" Virginia," said Harcourt, softly, and his words 
seemed replete with deep, even maddened feeling, 
'^ shall I place you in the situation of a presiding 
genius of the confessional, while I beg your at- 
tention to a history relative to— to one, whose 
vicissitudes in life will, I feel, at least secure some 
degree of interest and compassion in that gentle 
mind. In early life, a being, — ^almost the last of an 
ancient name and lineage, — ^but of impoverished 
fortunes, had his prospects of the future blighted 
by an involuntary homicide, committed under 
circumstances of absolute self-defence. His adver- 
sary, however, was as rich and powerful as he was 
poor and friendless; and he was compelled to 
endure a life of exile, poverty, and misery, or incur 
the risk of an unjust and ignominious end. He 
sought for refiige in a land which had risen 
against its blood-stained rulers, and there chance 
directed him to the notice of the wonderful, being 
whose name and renown now fills the whole of 
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Emope, and who was destined to lestore order to 
his distracted country hj crashing anarchy and 
mismle beneath his iron sway. With generous 
kindness he sympathised with the unfortunate 
exile, and attached him to his fortunes. Under 
his auspicious friendship he soon rose to rank and 
distinction; and, though serving in the ranks 
arrayed in more than common hostility against the 
govemment and country to which he owed alle- 
giance, it was eyer understood that he should never 
be called upon to serve against those possessing 
the ties of blood and kindred with himself. 

^' Years passed on : the exile had acquired fiune and 
distinction in the army of his adopted land; he bore 
a name which ranked amongst the most illustrious 
in its annals ; and a trivial incident having led to 
his introduction to a high and distinguished family, 
he eventually became a welcome and honoured 
guest within its domestic circle. Circumstances 
suddenly occurred, which engendered the belief in 
his mind that his further presence there might be 
ultimately the cause of his repaying, though in- 
voluntarily, the generous firiendship and warm- 
hearted hospitality extended towards him, by what 
would create only bitterness and unhappiness in 
retnm. As a man of honour there was but one 
course open to him; and however severe and painfiil 
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to Tiimflflf lliat oomBe mist lie, he at onoe lescH 
lately detemuned mpaa adc^ytiiig it, by abeentiiig 
himself fiom the fioene ; though, pievious to doing 
80, he deemed it only just to the head oi the 
tamily from which he had leodTed so much kind- 
ness, as well as to himself, that he should seek an 
interview to explain the motives ai the line of 
conduct necessity fixroed upon him, lest it should 
be supposed he had repaid lus c^enr-hearted fitiend* 
ship with ingratitude and rudeness. 

**He sought that tnily excellent and honoured 
^Either, that high-minded and noble gentleman, and 
openly, without the least reserve, explained eveiy- 
thing to him, — detailed eveiy circumstance connect- 
ed with his early history, — undeceived him as to his 
being French, by either birth or name, — ^gave a dear 
and true account of his present position and future 
uncertain fortunes, — and finally concluded by telling 
him why he must hereafter absent himself from his 
hospitable dwelling, tiU he could make arrange- 
ments for being transferred to anotiier division of 
the amy, &r away from the dangerous attraction 
which enchained him. What was the course that 
noble fstther pursued ? He was himself one of the 
truest and most gallant soldiers that ever carried a 
standard into an enemy's ranks ; and instead of 
coldly repelling the being who destitute of rank 
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and fortune, had inYolnntarily fi»ined his child's 
affection,-retunung, as many wo^have thought, 
his warm hospitality and cordial welcome with 
ingratitude and injury, — ^he listened, with gene- 
rous sympathy, to the forlorn exile's narrative, 
and on its termination, warmly praising what he 
termed the spirit of honourable feeling which 
had actuated him throughout, he declared that his 
child's happiness was the first consideration in life 
with him, — that though he might have felt some 
reluctance to have bestowed her upon a person of 
imknown name and fortune, that that objection 
had been removed in the fame and distinction he 
had acquired for himself, and — and — if she had be- 
stowed her yoimg affections upon one in every 
way so deserving, his consent should not be with- 
held from sanctioning her choice. Virginia, my 
narrative is told ; the exile stands before you ! my 
own history is the one I have depicted; and now, 
one single word from you either renders me the 
happiest of men, or sends me to the army in Ger- 
many, — ^there to cherish to the end of existence 
the brightest though briefest- period of happiness it 
has known," 

It would be diflScult to describe the varied emo- 
tions with which the agitated girl had listened to 
this long and unexpected declaration. When 
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HaiTCOBlrt fiist coiniii^[iced speaking, astonislinienty 
sot wliBingled with perplexity, was the pervading 
feeimg she experienoed. As he continiied, a 
thrilling interest seemed to be imparted by the 
deep, clear, yet occasionally half-broken tones in 
which his narrative proceeded ; as it^ however, ap- 
proached towards a conclusion, its full meaning 
flashed at once upon her mind ; and on its termi- 
nation, when in low yet fervent accents he revealed 
his intense and devoted love and affection, she con- 
vulsively clasped his arm, and bending her &ce 
upon her hands, burst into a passionate flood of 
tears. Suddenly lifting her glowing countenance, 
now radiant with joy and happiness, to his, she 
drew the General to the table where she usually 
sat when occupied with her pencil and painting, 
and throwing open the drawer she had so eagerly 
closed in the morning, she took out the portefeuiUe, 
and on caning it, drew forth &om beneath the 
picture of the veteran Sergeant Hubert, a second 
portrait, much more exquisitely and highly finished^ 
and placing it in her lover's hands, as a deep and 
burning blush crimsoned her features, she said with 
archness, '^ Let this be my answer ; each day, each 
hour it has been my greatest, I may say my only 
source of happiness, ahnost from the moment when 
we first met." 
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HarcoTirt glanced upon the drawing, which- was 
a fdll-length likeness of himself, perfect in its le* 
semblance, representing him in his cuirassier nni* 
form, and standing beside his favourite charger, 
which was no less faithfully portrayed. He 
clasped her to his heart, and sealed his acknow- 
ledgment upon those rich and glowing Ups. 

" Father and benefactor," said Harcourt, reve- 
rentially, the same evening, to the Count, "you 
have bestowed upon me the brightest of heaven's 
blessings, for which let my future life thank you 
in my devoted affection to her, and more than 
filial reverence to yourself." 

Upon a bright and sunny morning, about two 
months afterwards, a gay and briUiant, though not 
very numerous assemblage were met together in the 
Melzi Palace, to celebrate the marriage of one of the 
fairest flowers that had ever sprung from that noble 
and illustrious house. The guests were principally 
Italian, of the first families of the Milanese, mingled 
with a small number of French, selected from Har- 
court's most intimate friends and brother officers, 
foremost among whom was the young Count de la 
Tour d'Auvergne, who acted as bridegroom's man 
upon the occasion, and who, attired in his rich 
hussar uniform, by his gaiety and high spirits 
effectually dispelled all traces of the nervous 
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anxiety and solicitude which first had somewhat 
clouded Harcourt's handsome and manly features ; 
and all was smiling serenily within the saloon, 
when the bride, leaning upon the arm of her father, 
and attended by her bridesmaids, entered upon the 
scene. 

There was a momentary hushed stillness of breath- 
less admiration, as the parting of the portih'es* 
gave entrance to what appeared a vision of such 
lustrous and wondrous beauty, and then, as if 
spontaneously, burst forth a loud, prolonged, and 
gene«d mimnur of applause. It was, indeed, 
almost impossible to imagine a more perfect pic- 
ture of unparalleled loveliness, rendered the more 
striking by the rich and costly simpUcily of her 
bridal costume, and a slight flush, which imparted 
additional lustre to her exquisitely beautiM fea-< 
tores. • 

The party now moved forward through the 
large entrance-hall, and passed into the private 
chapel of the palace. There, at its altar, Harcourt 
received the hand of that young, loving, and de- 
voted being, which placed in his, never for an 
instant relaxed its gentle grasp upon that of her 

* In the saloons of the splendid palaces and spacious man- 
sions of northern Italy, the doors are usually hung with rich 
draperieSi somewhat similar to the Oriental purdah. 
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affianced husband, towards whom her countenance 
was ever turned with looks radiant with tender- 
ness and affection; and while the strong man's 
voice occasionally shook with some degree of 
emotion during the ceremony, her tones, though 
low and soft, were clear, calm, and distinct. The 
Inriffht sunshine streamed through the richly-stained 
windows of the holy edifice,-the glorioL a.ure- 
tinted sky of an Italian spring was visible without, — 
all seemed expressive of present and continued joy 
and happiness. But, how often is it, that the 
calmest sunset is but the precursor of the midnight 
tempest, — the glowing brightness of to-day, but 
the forerunner of the raging storm of the morrow,— 
fit emblems, in every respect, of the vicissitudes 
and fitful, changing destinies that are ever daily, 
nay hourly, occurring in the tide of human life as 
it flows onward towards its close ! 



lUBCOUJRT. ^ 



CHAPTER VL 

The short-lived peace, or rather armed truce, of 
Amiens had taken place, aSbrding some degree of 
repose to Europe, worn out bj the slaughter, dis- 
tractions and miseries occasioned by the wars of 
the nine years previous. France had won as much 
glory from the struggle as her adve^saoies had 
lost; since, while the only adTantage the Uttei; 
attained on its conclusion, was the final arrestation 
of the revolutionary Propaganda, which at one^ 
time threatened the subversion of every landmark 
that defined the boundaries of civilization and 
social order; the former had risen to a state of 
power and grandeur, that even the ambition of 
Louis Quatorze never could have attempted, and 
which singularly contrasted with her position at 
lie commencement of the contest, when her very 
existence as a nation was threatened ; with an ill-fed, 
starving, and badly disciplined army, opposed to 
the highly-trained and well-orgajoized legions of 
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her enemies; — ^with a successful invader occupying 
the most commanding points on her frontier, and 
her capital open to his march, and subsequent cap- 
ture, had it only been attempted ; — ^with the entire 
country distracted and torn by party convulsions, 
— the guillotine streaming with the blood of her 
bravest and noblest; — with an impoverished popu- 
lation, and bankrupt exchequer ; — all presenting a 
picture of threatened anarchy, ruin, desolation, and 
misery, that seemed only the more certain and 
irretrievable the longer it was postponed. 

And yet what had the commanding genius of 
one single mind alone effected, not merely in rescu- 
ing France Irom the gulf into which she appeared 
to be inevitably falKng, but in placing her at her 
present pinnacle of unparalleled greatness ? With 
her frontier extended to the Rhine ; encircled by 
numerous states, nominally allied to her, but in 
reality the vassals of her will and power; with 
credit restored, and her finances in a state of 
flourishing prosperity; La Vendfe pacified, and 
every appearance of anarchy crushed and subdued 
by an iron hand; — all wore the semblance of peace 
and happiness : and if any vague feeling arose, 
questioning the strength of its duration, it was 
discarded, and dismissed as an augur of evil, origi- 
nating solely in a distempered mind; all being 
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determined wholly to forget every reminiscence 
relative to past misery and suffering, and to regard 
the present prospect as the forerunner only of 
a prolonged and unbroken period of tranquillily^ 
destined, under a vigorous government, to develop 
the resources of the country, and advance its pros- 
perity. 

The whole of France, and particularly the capi- 
tal, was in an absolute delirium of joy and triumph. 
For several nights in succession the entire city, 
the theatres, the public buildings, were brilliantly 
illuminated. Strangers from aU parts of Europe, 
particulariy the English, poured into Paris, where 
a succession of gorgeous flutes and reviews, presided 
over by the First Consul, or at which he attended, 
imparted additional ^clat to the gaieties and festi- 
vities everjrwhere preheat 

The morning of the 18th January, 1802, had 
been appointed for one of the grandest scenes of 
military display that had yet occurred since the 
proclamation of the peace, being a review by the 
head of the government in person, of his splendid 
Consular Guards joined to the whole of the troops 
off duly quartered in the city and round the en- 
virons of Paris* The day was highly propitious 
for such an event, being bright and clear, while a 
hoar-frost which had set in during the night, and 
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which, DotwithBtanding the sunshine, was stiU via- 
ble upon the branches of the trees, had hardened 
the ground, and rendered it peculiairly favourable 
for the manoeavres of the heavy masses in their 
various movements throughout the day. 

The ground appointed for the spectacle was the 
Place du Carrousel ; and long before the hour fixed 
for the appearance of the First Consul, almost 
simultaneously indeed with the arrival of the 
troops as they marched in, and took up their re- 
spective positions, every spot available for the 
purpose was crowded with a triple line of carriages 
and equipages of every kind, gay equestrians, mi 
a dense mass of human heads, that far and wide 
seemed an absolute ocean of moving life. The 
strictest order prevailed, mingled however with 
that exuberant gaiety and good humour, which so 
invariably marks the Parisian populace on a festive 
occasion, and which at the present moment fotmd 
vent in alternate admiration, and critical remarks 
upon the military, as the various corps and regi- 
ments reached their several destinations. 

" Parbleu ! '* said a butcher of the Faubourg 
Saint Antoine, '^ regardez done, voil^ les hussars 
de Murat, comme ils sont superbes!'' as he pointed 
to a division of light cavalry, which at this moment 
arrived,, and swept across the Place at a hand 
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gallop, and by their gay and Inilliant appea:raHcey 
certainly seemed to merit the encominm bestowed. 

'^ Et ceux*ci scmt les dragcms de Kelleiman/' 
shouted a second ; " ce brave General ! " 

" Encore Tartillerie yolant de Druot! " exclaimed 
tk third ; '^ regardez ces chevanxi corame ils sont 
magnifiques. Ah! ils ont rendus de grands services 
a Marengo.'^ 

" Les Cuirassiers de Milhaud !" repeated several 
voices at once ; and with their burnished breast- 
plates and helmets glittering in the sun, that 
magnificent body of soldiery marched upon the 
ground, their presence eliciting a general burst of 
admiration. In this manner the tro(^ continued 
to arrive and form up in dense massive columns^ 
when there suddenly arose throughout the entire 
erowd a prolonged murmur of applause, mingled with 
erics of La Garde! la Garde! " and in the midst of 
a deafening shout of enthusiasm, these old warriors 
moved forward to their appointed position. Their 
appearance certainly formed a singular contrast to 
the vivacity which almost universally distinguished 
the rest of the infantiy. Grim, solemn, and digni- 
fied, they advanced at the same slow and measured 
step with which they had marched through the 
sanguinary carnage of the memorable field of Mar 
rengo, as if both scenes were aUke to them, and 
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deeming that anything that seemed characteristic 
of levity or persiflage, or that disturbed the soli- 
dity or precision of their ranks, was a dereliction 
of dignity not to be tolerated for an instant. 

Almost immediately following their arrival, 
there appeared in the distance a forest of waving 
plmnes, the prelude to the advance of a body of 
horsemen, who, as they approached the centre 
of the long array of the serried colnmns, were 
received by the crash of the presented arms of 
the infantry, and the flash of the sword-blades 
of the cavalry, as they flew from their scabbards, 
gleaming high in the air, mingled with the strains 
of military music, — thus forming the general salute, 
which announced the presence of the First Consul, 
surrounded by his brilliant staff, and followed by 
those whose names and reputations then formed a 
theme for present, as they afterwards became sub- 
jects for future history. Accompanied however, 
as he was, by the brave, the gallant, and the noble, 
the eyes of all amid the spectators, particularly 
among the strangers, were fixed upon that still 
young and extraordinary man, the presiding genius 
of the scene, who— simply attired in his plain blue 
frock, and well-known plumeless tri-comered hat, 
as if in studied contrast to the brilliant and gor- 
geous uniforms, which glittered around him— from 
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the rank of a subaltern officer of artillery, had 
attained an extent of power and despotic rule which 
no French sovereign had ever reached since the 
period of Charlemagne. 

Almost immediately on the First Consul's ar- 
rival the troops commenced defiUng past, the 
cavalry taking the lead, followed by the infantry, 
the line of columns being closed by the artillery. 

" Who is that young and beautiful creature 
upon the grey horse, I wonder?" said one of the 
spectators, who from his bearing and general ap- 
pearance was evidently an Englishman, even if 
the observation he had uttered in his own native 
tongue had not already been proof sufficient. 

^^ Monsieur a raison,'' said a French gentleman 
standing near, who seemed perfectly to understand 
the allusion, and who now taking off his h%]k, ad- 
dressed the stranger with the utmost politeness. 
'^ The lady in question is indeed an aagel of 
loveliness, — she is Madame la G^n^rale d'Har- 
court, and that officer now approaching, is her 
husband." 

He pointed, as he spoke, towards a fine, power- 
ful, athletic-looking man, a general-officer com- 
manding a brigade of cuirassiers, who rode at 
their head as they passed in review before the 
First Consul. 
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''He is a noble-looking fellow," replied th^ 
EngliflhniAn, smiling, " and well fitted to lead the 
gallant body he commands. Bj heaven! "he added, 
intermpting himself, '^ the lady's horse is growing 
■veiy restive ; I hope he will not prove too much 
foi; her." 

^'Monsiemr need be under no apprehension," 
said the courteous Frenchman; '' Madame la Gt^nd* 
rale is a perfect and accomplished horsewoman." 

''So she appears," returned the Englishman, 
gazing upon the beautiM equestrian with unequi- 
vocal admiration, as she reined, and managed her 
ipestless steed with a firm, yet light and skilful 
hand, her countenance radiant with smiles ; '' but 
stilly in a scene like the present, amid so much 
uproar and confusion, it would be more prudent if 
she ^re to dismount : however, she seems to have 
3ubdued him at last, the animal is perfectly quiet 
now, and I only hope he will remain so." 
. The whole of the troops had now marched past, 
«nd a series of man^uvces had commenced. Seve- 
ral charges of cavalry had occurred, but the whole 
of this force was subsequently withdrawn to Ae 
rear, with the exception of a cloud of light skir* 
mishers and several batteries of horse-artilleiy, 
which suddenly (^ned a furious fire, as if for the 
purpose of covering and concealing some movement 
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in their rear, the hidden nature of which very 
quickly became revealed, as, closing their ranks to 
their right and left, and then wheeling Toond the 
flanks* they discovered a line of bristKng and 
serried bayonets behind them, from the ranks of 
which volley after volley was poured in quick 
and rapid succession. All at once loud cries of 
fear and horror arose, which, unheard at first, as the 
roll of the drums beat the signal to discontinue 
firing, now rang upon the ear of the assembled 
multitude with a frightful degree of distinctness ; 
and as the smoke cleared away, it was observed 
that the horse of a lady had taken fright, and was 
dashing with fearfal and headlong violence across 
the plain, every effort to arrest the animal^s 
progress seeming only apparently to madden him 
the more. It was the beautiful Madame Harcourt, 
and the fears expressed by the English spectator 
we have previously adverted to, became unfortu- 
nately but too quickly verified, as scarcely had 
the firing commenced, before her horse became 
unusually violent and restless, and at length 
apparently rendered imgovemable by terror, he 
sprang into the air with a tremendous bound, and 
rushed forward with frightftd velocity, every exer- 
tion on the part of his rider to control or restrain him 
seeming only to goad him to stiU greater frenzy I 
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The yoimg girl retained her seat, but it was too 
soon painfiillj evident that her slight and delicate 
frame would eventoallj be wholly unequal to 
maintain it from absolute physical exhaustion* 
All throughout that yast throng within view of 
what was passing experienced a sickening sen- 
sation of agonized horror, as they felt their gaze 
fascinated, riveted upon the frightful spectacle 
before them, which, long as it has been in its 
deacription, was in reaUty the work of a few 
seconds only. Suddenly there was a hushed, 
compressed, stifled murmur among the crowd, a 
sound expressive of that inward feeling, when 
suspense has risen to a pitch too intolerable to 
be borne, the cause of which was qmckly 
visible in the appearance of a long, low, stone wall, 
surmounted with thick, strong, iron pailings, 
towards which the maddened animal directed its 
steps, without the slightest diminution of its frantic 
speed, and against which both horse and rider 
must inevitably be dashed, should the latter not 
succeed in turning him from his course. 

Many closed their eyes, others held their hands 
tightly compressed to their brows as if to exclude 
the vision of what they dared not contemplate, and 
in trembling anxiety awaited the result There 
was heard a rushing sound, a half-stifled, ye 
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piercing shriek, a crash, and then a heavy £sJl ; 
almost simultaneously with which arose excla* 
mations of horror^ mingled with deep groans of 
agony and anguish! Those who were nearest 
among the spectators had rushed forward on the 
instant, but almost immediately recoiled, paralysed 
with the hideous spectacle that met their view. 
The horse lay stretched upon the ground; the 
stone basement, the iron paling, all around was 
covered with scattered blood and brains, the 
animal's skull having been dashed to atoms from 
the force of the concussion with which he had 
rushed against the obstacle which opposed his 
progress ; and she — she so late resplendent in all 
her radiant loveliness and beauly, so recently 
replete with Ufe, health, and energy— oh, merciful 
Creator! can it be that this hideous, shapeless, 
mangled mass of senseless clay, scarcely bearing 
the remotest vestige of resemblance to the form of 
our common humanity, is all that remains of that 
bright and glorious being, who but a few short 
minutes previously shone forth one of the choicest 
creations of nature's most exquisite mould and 
beauty? 

Suddenly the crowd parted, giving way right 
and left to a horseman who dashed full speed 
among them. He wore the rich uniform of a 



240 ROMANCE OF MILITARY LIFE. 

general officer of cuirassiers, his helmet liad &llen 
from him, and as he rode wildly, madly thiotigh 
the throng, murmurs of deep sympathy and com- 
passion were heard on eyery side ! In a successkm 
of bounds he reached the spot where lay the 
mangled remains of her he had so deeply, devotedly 
loved, and reining up the animal he bestrode with 
a fierceness that brought him upon his haundies, 
and with a force which almost caused him to sink 
under him, he sprang from his saddle, and clasping 
the corpse in his arms, gazed for a few moments in 
vacant bewildered stupor upon the scene of death 
before him ! 

While with one arm he encircled the body, he 
raised the other towards heaven, giving utterance 
to a few muttered, unintelligible sounds ; then he 
passed his hand across his brow, as if striving to 
recollect the real nature of the scene before him, or 
as if endeavouring to rouse himself from some 
hideous phantasy which oppressed him, and then, 
as if the terrible reality of all that had occurred 
had only now forced itself in all its ghastly and 
frightful truth upon his mind, he sunk upon the 
earth with a cry, which, partaking in its character 
of something between a yell and a scream, was 
of so utterly unearthly a nature, that not only 
those around, but all who heard it, felt the blood 
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witlun their veins freeze with sickening horror! 
They raised him from the ground, but in that 
wild, heart-broken cry, the tendons of the brain 
had snapped, reason had fled, and the gallant 
soldier, the cool, collected, and able commander, 
in that minute had become a fierce, raging, howling 
maniac ; and such was his prodigious strength, that 
it required some ten or twelve of the most powerful 
men among the soldiery to master him. 

" Eemove him," said the deep, low, stem voice 
of one who had approached, and was gazing upon 
the scene ; " remove him at once, and let him be 
carefully attended to ; but the greatest blessing his 
sincerest friends could wish to happen, would be 
either iliat reason should never again dawn upon his 
mind, or that death would release him from what 
must hereafter prove to him a life of endless misery." 

It was tie First Consul who spoke, and if those 
around him observed that no tear or any external 
sign of visible emotion marked his features on this 
tragical termination of the career of one of his 
most trusted, distinguished, and devoted adherents, 
others, more far-seeing, could trace in the additional 
paleness of those pallid features, and the subdued 
and saddened expression of the resolute, stem eye, 
that deep-seated and profound grief, which his pride 
would not permit him to exhibit before the world. 

B 



242 KOMANCB OF MILITABT LIFE. 



PART THE THIRD. 



•^^>S/^%^^^fc^^^\^ 



In one of those openings caused by the sea, 
upon the burning coast of Western Afiica, and 
about half a mile &om the entrance, lay a ship^s 
boat £Eistened to the shore. The spot upon which 
our narrative now reopens, was as unpromising and 
repulsive in its nature as could well be imagined. 
The low, swampy beach, overspread with the 
densest, closest jungle, exhibited nothing but thick 
heavy black mud, teeming with the rank vegetation 
of the Tropics; the air in its close and fetid 
atmosphere was pregnant with fever, malaria, and 
every description of malignant disorder, and the 
entire scene, indeed, expressive in every character^ 
istic of its being altogether the abode of wild 
beasts, or of human beings still more remarkable 
for their ferocious cruelty; the more particularly, 
since the mouth of the river lay so extremely low, 
and was 30 completely excluded from view till 
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almost close to the entrance, that it might well 
have been questioned if the foot of man had ever 
trod within its precincts, but for the object we 
have already adverted to, and which, evidently 
belonging to the rakish and suspicions-looking 
schooner which lay at anchor close in shore, 
afforded convincing proof that the spot was occa- 
sionally the haunt of those even yet worse in their 
nature than the brutes of the forest. 

The vessel, indeed, was one of that class which 
could not fail to inspire "i^dth terror and misgiving 
any unfortunate merchantman, whose evil destiny 
led to her crossing its route with no protective 
convoy near. Privateer, slaver, pirate — it was each 
in succession as occasion offered, and from whose 
murderous assault and pillage no flag or nation 
was ever under any circumstances secure. As if 
to complete the sinister character of the picture we 
have endeavoured to describe, in a cleared space 
within the dense jungle, some two hundred yards 
from the shore, was a group of three ruffianly- 
looking men, (for whose benefit, perhaps, a gibbet 
was still wanting to perfect the nature of the scene,) 
two of whom were seated on the ground occupied 
with a dirty and almost illegible pack of cards at 
the favourite game of monti, while the third 
reclined beside them listlessly, smoking a cigar. 



244 ROMANCE OP MILITARY LIFE. 

Of tie two former, one was evidently an En- 
gUshman; and that he had been v«ry suocesBfid in 
their gambling occupation, was apparent not only 
from the pile of dollars and crosados which lay 
before him, and the few pieces that remained to 
his adversary — a sullen, swarthy, black-bearded 
Spaniard — ^but from the jeering taunts and remarks 
he occasionally indulged in on his companion's ill- 
fortune, which evidently stung deeply, from the 
red glare of ferocious passion which occasionally 
flashed from the fellow's large blood-shot eyes. 

Suddenly the latter swept together all the money 
that he still retained, as if determined to risk the 
whole upon a single stake, and exclaimed in a 
voice which, in its forced composure, but deep and 
hellish passion, resembled the growl of a wild beast, 
'* Hagame usted la gracia de despacharme luego — 
lo agradecere muchi." (Do me the favour to finish 
me at once, and you will greatly oblige me.) 

"De muy buena gana," (Oh! certainly, — ^very 
willingly,) was the sneering reply; but ere the 
ruffians could recommence their game, the report of a 
gun boomed sullenly over the water, while almost 
immediately a young lad issued from an adjoining 
thicket, calling out in English, "Jackson! — ^P^«z ! 
— Josfe ! — ^we must on board immediately ; I have 
searched everywhere without success, and he must 
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either have flung himself into the river, in one of 
hifl mad fits, or have wandered into the forest, and 
been lost ; but whatever has happened to him, we 
,€aa wait no longer, as the land-breeze has already 
set in, and Don Martin wishes to make a good 
offing before nightfaUL" 

'^Esperad un poco," said the black-bearded 
ruffian eagerly. " Esta usted muy de priesa" (Wait 
a little, you're in a violent hurry.) 

** And you would like a few minutes more to be 
left without a real ; — but you heard the captain's 
orders as well as myself, and the signal just now 
made ; so lest we miss the Dutchman through your 
tardiness, here's your best answer ; " and catching 
up the cards, he flung them into the adjoining 
bushes, a roar of laughter from the others following 
the action. 

" C jo 1 — Demonio I " yelled the ruffian, 

giving way to his long repressed fury, and exulting, 
perhaps, in the supposition, that he had found an 
object on which it could be vented in safety, as, 
drawing his long knife, he rushed at the youth, 
who however dexterously eluded his grasp, and 
darting away, seemed to enjoy the storm of im- 
potent rage he had raised, and the abortive 
attempts of the pirate to catch hold of him. His 
mirth had, however, well nigh received a fatal 
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termination; for while taunting his pursuer with 
his mocking laugh, and maddening him to renewed 
exertion, his foot suddenly caught in one of the 
numerous creepers trailing upon the ground, when 
he stumbled and fell. In the next instant he was 
in the grasp of his enemy, and before either of the 
others (who had been enjoying the chase to the 
utmost, hallooing on their comrade with mock 
encouragement when, jaded and exhausted, his 
efforts flagged) could interfere, the flash of the 
cuchillo gleamed aloft, and the boy's fate seemed 
certain, when a hand was stretched forth from a 
neighbouring thicket, and a powerful grasp seized 
the intended assassin's wrist ; in the next moment, 
a taU, unearthly-looking figure stepped out, and 
with a wild laugh, actually whirling the ruffian 
around him,— such was his prodigious strength- 
hurled him against the trunk of a tree, where he 
lay stunned and senseless. 

The sight of this terrible apparition produced an 
extraordinary effect upon the spectators, as spring- 
ing to their feet, and followed by the boy, one and 
all, leaving their wounded messmate to whatever 
fate might befall him, rushed from the spot in all 
the terror of superstitious dread, exclaiming, 
" Mad Ned, by the Lord, and in one of his worst 
humours ! " 
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The being who had thus unexpectedly appeared^ 
and whose presence had preserved the young lad's 
life, only to be expiated, perhaps, at some future 
period upon the gallows, was certainly one calcu- 
lated under opj circumstances to discompose the 
nerves even of the hardiest* He was considerably 
above the usual height, and had the example been 
wanting we have already narrated, was evidently 
a person possessed of immense bodily strength 
and muscular power. A mass of dark iron-grey 
hair, with a thick, curling beard, altogether con- 
cealed his features, with the exception of the large, 
lustrous, glaring eyes, which gleaming from the 
mask which enshrouded them, like two orbs of 
absolute fire, afforded proof that the reason of the 
unhappy man was clouded, if not altogether 
banished from its throne. He was attired in the 
common red shirt, straw hat, and coarse trousers of 
a seaman, and round his neck was suspended by a 
silken cord what appeared to be a book contained 
in a canvas bag. 

Who or what this unfortunate man was, none of 
the lawless crew with whom he was associated 
ever could divine. He had come on board one 
evening at the Cape de Verds (where he had 
been left by a Danish merchantman, who had been 
driven there by stress of weather, on her voyage 
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from Bochefort to the Brazils), and without any 
question or inquiry, had constituted himself one of 
the crew. The ruffians among whom he was 
thrown were seldom in Ihe habit of asking infor- 
mation regarding those who joined them ; but there 
was something in the new comer's appearance that 
seemed irresistibly to attract their attention towards 
him, the more so that it was accompanied by a 
degree of superstitious awe and dread, — the only- 
feeling at all likely to impress their ferodious and 
blood-stained minds. The only language he either 
could, or would speak, in the few words he ex- 
changed with them, was not Spanish, but one 
which bore a close affinity to it, and which the 
crew declared to be Italian, though it subsequently 
appeared he seemed thoroughly to understand 
both French and English. At this period the 
vessel was refitting for their present cruise, and it 
was quickly evident that whatever the course of 
life of the new comer had previously been, he was 
no seaman. His powerful athletic figure, however, 
and outcast appearance, — the latter, in their estima- 
tion, the consequence, in all probability, of some 
unusually heinous crime, — ^rendered him a welcome 
addition to the pirate band, the more so, that the 
following day a large body of negroes at one of the 
slave ddpdts having risen upon a part of the crew. 
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the whole pairty were saved by his vast personal 
strength, and reckless desperate conrage. 

On getting out to sea, however, one trait con- 
nected with thdr recently-joined messmatCy was the 
canse of the greatest fear and consternation among 
the rest of the lawless band, and this was the dis- 
covery that he was subject to occasional fits of 
mental aberration, during the prevalence of which 
no one dared to come near him, as once when an 
attempt was made to surround him for the purpose 
of preventing his committing any injury, the 
strongest of the crew were like infants in his grasp ; 
for, laying hold of them in succession, he dashed 
them bmised and senseless against the masts and 
bulwarks of the vessel. The pirate horde would 
very quickly have settled the question by flinging 
Tiim overboard, had they not been withheld by 
superstitious terror, and the circumstance that if 
left to himself, however wild his ravings were, he 
made no attempt at violence towards any one, but 
would leave the deck, and retiring to some part of 
the vessel where he was alone, would open the 
canvas covering that hung round his neck, gaze 
upon what it contained, and apparently address it 
in the long and incoherent strain of a maddened, 
wandering intellect. But did curiosity, or some 
other motive, never induce any among that mur- 
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derous and remorseless set to endeavour to ascertain 
hj force, or stealth, what was the object that thus 
could move this unhappy being ? The question is 
easily answered. Among men, even the most 
debased and worthless, is usually found a latent 
feeling by which some hold or control is maintained 
over their excesses, and on the present occasion the 
most reckless and fearless among the wretches we 
have depicted, would have shrunk with terror from 
making the attempt The scum and refuse of the 
world, blood-stained, pitiless, and remorseless as 
they were, " whose hand was against every man, and 
eveiy man's against them,"-super8tition possessed 
that curb over their evil passions, they would have 
laughed to scorn if asserted by either religion or 
principle. 

The ruffians had fled, leaving their wounded 
companion still senseless, and bleeding profusely 
from a wound in the head, alone with the maniac. 
But, as if satisfied with the chastisement he had 
already inflicted, the latter attempted no further 
injury towards him; his savage mood subsided 
into an apparently listless apathy, or inert reverie, 
and turning from the spot, he moved away as if 
mechanically, and was soon lost to view in the thick 
and dense forest aroxmd. The shades of evening 
now began to fall ; a second, and a third time, the 
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Signal gun boomed over the waters, and voices 
-were heard, calling to him in the distance; but 
still, as if regardless of both, he wandered onward 
— onward — onward yet. He had now reached the 
sea-shore, and there, on its long line of sandy 
beach, stood that forlorn and outcast being, alone, 
— alone, with not a living soul near, gazing on the 
wide and dreary expanse of waters before him. 

Night had closed in, but still he moved not : 
the moon rose in all the glorious refulgence of the 
tropics, but he yet stood, with his eyes fixed in 
vacant and dreamy rumination upon that broad 
ocean, the waves of which dashed in sullen roar at 
his feet. The wild and frenzied aspect which had 
previously marked his features, had given way to 
one of profound melancholy, accompanied with 
that lustreless expression in the eye, which indicated 
the softer feelings prevalent in his wandering 
mind. 

A sense of physical fatigue, or, more probably, 
the intense stillness around him, at length seemed 
to produce a change in his frame, as he threw him- 
self upon the ground — his glance, in its stolid and 
immoveable nature, being fixed upon the bright, 
clear blue firmament, glittering with its innume- 
rable stars above ! Long he lay thus, till slumber, 
deep, heavy, and continued, gradually stole over 
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him. It was almost certain death to sleep in that 
fetid, baleful atmosphere ; but his breathing, pro» 
longed and regular, seemed to defy its influence : 
the howl of the wild beasts of the forest behind 
was heard, in close vicinity to where he lay; but, 
as if he bore a charmed life, they came not near 
him, and he remained buried in that profound 
torpor, the result alike of bodily exhaustion, and 
wretchedness of mind. 

But oh I who— who, among the ranks of that re- 
nowned soldiery that he, within a few short fleeting 
years, commanded — ^who, amid those gay and 
brilliant circles he then moved in as one of their 
brightest ornaments, — who that then regarded him 
as the happy and successful victor in a career 
that had crowned him with rank, wealth, and 
beauty, — ^who, at this moment, could have recog- 
nised the gallant and distinguished soldier — ^the 
marked favourite of the most powerful ruler of 
.continental Europe — ^the fortunate and envied 
lover — in the wretched, miserable, outcast, and 
maniac being before him? 

And for hours he slumbered thus, in all the 
tranquillity of the deep sleep of childhood, on that 
dangerous spot. But hush! he wakens. — ^No! some 
few muttered words only hover upon his lips, and 
in his dreams he is far away, amidst other scenes, 
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or recurring to that past, wliich, in its eventB and 
incidents, for the moment obliterates all present 
sense cf hopeless wretchedness ! He is silent again, 
and heayier, deeper than before his slnmber con* 
tinues ; — ^the hand of Mercy is extended towards 
him, and there passes that within him which, ere 
many honrs are fled, will produce a crisis in his 
fSette ! Then there arose to his view visions of 
his early life. He was once more a youth — the old 
Bock stood before him, the bright array of scarlet 
miiforms, the morning parade, and he was again 
among his gay and light-hearted comrades. The 
scene changed, and he was gazing upon the san- 
guinary conflict at Toulon ; he heard the shrieks 
of the victims as they were led to the guillotine — 
the boom of the guns, as they executed themitrail- 
lades, rang upon his ear : and then they also passed 
away, and he stood by the side of that young chief- 
tain whom he had saved ! Anon, a third view 
rose before him, and he was shouting on his men 
in the fierce and glorious conflict of Marengo : but 
it fad^d firom his sight, and he stood in a well- 
known scene in the rich and fertile plains of 
Lombardy, looking anxiously around as if he 
expected the presence of some deeply-loved and 
cherished object near him ; but beyond that, his 
troubled brain could proceed no further. Then 
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occuned some dieadfiil, unfoieseen calamily^ the 
nature of which he could not, strive as he would, 
altogether tell; and after that, for a long, long 
while, all was darkness — darkness conjoined with 
deep and unfathomable mystery — ^firom which ema- 
nated the shuddering picture of raging madness, in 
its worst and most frenzied form; of a human 
being — ^human alone in form— chained and man- 
acled like a wild beast, and the object of horror 
and dread even ^ to his keepers. There came a 
period of change in his disorder, and frantic vio* 
lence had given way to apparent idiotic imbecility, 
the result of that deeply laid, consummate cunning, 
which so often manifests itself in similar cases ; 
when the unhappy victim has some fixed deter^ 
mination in view, and which, in this instance, 
eventually lulling the suspicions of those who had 
charge of him,and rendering them less watchful, 
at length enabled him to effect his escape, and 
make his way to the sea-coast — a measure he had 
accomplished by travelling by night only, through 
bye-roads and unfrequented paths. Then recurred 
his secreting himself on board the foreign vessel, 
and not making his appearance till she was well 
out at sea, to the dismay and terror of the crew— 
their leaving him, either through accident or design, 
at the Cape de Verds, and his subsequently joining 
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the raffianlj horde with whom he had bo recently 
been associated. 

For some lime after this, all was again blank ; and 
then — then he remembered the exact spot where 
he was at present sleeping. Suddenly the blue 
firmament above him seemed to open, — voices of 
soft music apparently filled the air, and slowly 
— slowly a bright vision, clothed in white, appeared 
to descend to the earth towards him. He gazed 
in breathless awe and wonder upon the seraph 
being who approached him, an angelic smile upon 
whose heavenly features seemed to beam with love 
and tenderness, as it neared the hapless wanderer, 
from whom there burst forth exclamations of 
mingled joyful and saddened recognition. The 
figure continued to hover near him, without touch^ 
ing the earth, and words of holy comfort and 
consolation issued from its lips, which, in their 
solemn eamestnesss and loving fervour, appeared 
like balm poured upon the crushed and wounded 
spirit of him to whom they were addressed. He 
was gazing upon that marvellous beauty, now en- 
shrined in a dazzling halo of glory and brightness, 
when the vision stooped, and laid its hand upon 
his burning brow ; from the touch it seemed as 
if instantaneously all fever at once passed away, 
and its calm and soothing influence to communicate 
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a nefw and refreshing spirit thronghoat his whole 
frame. He stretched forth his arms, as if to clasp, 
the heayenlj being beside him to his heart, but 
which appeared to recede fix>m fail touch, thou^ 
as it gradually £etded from his sight, that sweet 
and seraph smile illuminated its features, in llieir 
radiant brightness, to more perfect beautjr, as, 
pointing to the azure and glittering sky abbve^ it 
seemed to intimate by the action that there they 
would hereafter meet again. 

He started up and awoke. Daylight was dawn- 
ing in the distant horizon ; the sea breeze had set 
in, imparting a delicious coolness to the morning 
air ; and as the events of the past night had been 
fixed indelibly upon his memory, he felt, indeed,' 
he was an altered being ; — reason was restored ; 
and though he endured the agonizing misery, de« 
rived from all that he had lost and suffered, he 
sunk upon his knees, to experience that relief 
never denied, when sought in truth and sincerity 
of spirit, to the most guilty, or the most wretched ; 
whilst tears — ^blessed tears — the first, perhaps, ever 
shed since his childhood, poured from his eyes 
over his pallid, wan, and wasted features, and rested 
upon the object enveloped in the canvas, which 
hung suspended round his neck, and which he now 
drew forth, revealing a minature-case containing 
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the highly-finished portrait of a young and lovely 
girl, in the first tide of her spring beauty. With 
choking sobs he pressed it again and again to 
his lips, and then, with one last, long, lingering 
look of moumfdl emotion, replaced it as before. 

And now, the lone solitude of everything around 
him seemed to strike upon his imagination. Where 
he was heknewnot, and there appeared but little sign 
of the foot of man having ever previously trod the 
apparently trackless forest, which reached, as far 
as he could observe, the whole extent of the shore. 
It seemed, however, but to rouse his recently re- 
covered &culties to yet greater and more deter- 
mined exertion ; and, after a few moments' reflec- 
tion, he strode forward with firm and vigorous 
footsteps, in prosecution of the unknown and 
perilous voyage before him. 
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PART THE FOUETri. 



CHAPTER I. 

P 
I 

The wars of the British goyemmeut with tbo 
Kahratta confederacy had been brought to. a finM 
termination on the conclusion, in 1806, of the,p7X>^ 
tracted and sanguinary struggle which had tagedy 
for 80 loDg a period, between the former, mi th« 
Maharajah Jeswunt Bow Holkar* 

Their contest with this formidable chieftain h94^ 
been the severest that the English powei; in Indi^i 
up to this period, had found thema^lves enga^ 
in ; and the disasters of Monson's I'^tre^'t, andth^ 
terrible and bloody repulse of the repeatf^d ptsfi^^f)];!^ 
upon the stronghold of BhurtpoQr,trTtl^ . coofl^rt 
quences of a reckless hardibpod .aii[)d> lei^er^ti^ 
daring, engendeised by a long coucsft.pf viotoiy. aftpL 
conquest, which led to the negjlect pf thQ^copunwe^t^ 
means and precautions for ensuring sfucqefs^ — ^^viere 
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incidents as unforeseen as they proved unfortu- 
nate, though forgotten or disregarded in the long^ 
continued, victorious, and brilliant career which 
finally brought the war to a conclusion. 

Humbled^ > and deprived of some of the most 
valuable provinces which he had himself, not long 
previously, conquered and incorporated into his 
dominions, Holkar had sued for peace ; and however 
humiliating the result of the contest had eventually 
proved to his authority and power, in one respect 
it was of material advantage to the present and 
future interests of his family and himself; and this 
was his full and entire recognition, by the British 
government, as an independent sovereign, not only 
ov^ the territories descending to him by hereditary 
right, but over those which remained to him of the 
conquests by which he had so largely added to his 
possessions, — a measure which fiiUy established 
him as one of the acknowledged Mahratta sove- 
ieigns of India, a position the rest of the confe- 
derates, the Peishwar, Scindia, and the Bajah of 
Betar, had, up to this period, only conceded to 
hhn tipon suffierance, and even then, only with ex- 
t!*em6 reluctatice, first, from the dread which his 
eharacter inspired, and secondly, firom his latterly 
tini^g his fortune and interests with their own. 
' The force of tiie confederacy being now entirely 
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broken, it was obvkmsly the poliejr of the Bntish 
gOTemtnent to make eyeiy exertioD in its power to 
prevent what tended in aay way towards its 
fotiire reunion; and although the acknowledged 
authority of the Feishwar, as head of the Mahratta 
dtates, had long since become more nominal than 
teal : still, as its existence miefat eventuaUy serve 
as a point for future coalitions! and that wic and 
vaciQating prince, though the present ally of the 
English power, might, like a true Mahratta, here« 
after turn against those to whom he was so recently 
indebted for the safety of his throne and kingdom, 
it was an object of some importance that each 
should be perfectly distinct from, and independent 
of, the other. And, therefore, long and sanguinary 
as their contest with Holkar had been, — formidable 
as his power had proved, and severe as had been 
the losses they had Sustained in the early part of 
the war, — ^the recognition of his rule and sove- 
reignty, on its conclusion, was, perhaps, not the 
less emphatically marked, from the knowledge of 
the fear and hatred with which he was Regarded 
by the rest of the Mahratta sovereigns, whose 
efforts to crush him, previous to his acceding to the 
confederacy against the Britidlh^ government, had 
beeri unceasing from the very commencement of 
his careen 
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Thijs extraordinary manj— *who had raised the 
pbwer and infinenoe of his faniily to its highest 
pitch of greatness, and increased its territories and 
authority to an extent it had never previously at* 
tained, at a period when both had apparently sunk 
never more to rise, under the aggressioDB and en- 
croachments of its powerful neighbour^, the Peish* 
war and Dowlnt Kow Scindia, — ^had not even the 
daim of legitimacy in his favour, when, upon the 
murder of his brother by the former, he succeeded 
in escaping from his confinement, and raising once 
more the standard of his race. Accompanied by a 
band c^ followeis^ as reckless and desperate in for- 
tune as himself, his life was at first that of a mere free- 
booter; but as success ^adually crowned his efforts, 
i. cutting off «d in^pt4 ™la.U= cctoy^ 
^ sJ^ d«„bn»W L enem,;. ij., 
'th<^ number of his partisans as progressively in- 
creased ; and at length, joined by some few gallant 
French and English advenlasrers, who organized 
'his troops, he found himsetf at the head of a con- 
'siderable srmy. AfiUer ai series of bloody conflicts 
and t, variety of vicissitudes, which kated over a 
number cH years; he >not only re^eved the fortunes 
and favours of his bouse, but alter one of the most 
brilliant viotoriea ever witnessed in western India, 
humiliated its bitterest enemy, the Peishwar, to the 
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da0t; hf obtaining militapjr pospniskfi of Pbodaii) 
the capital of his deminions; 

From thitftimev his carder'hacL been erne of tQont* 
tinned Bacoess, up to ihe pmod^ ef Ua colfisiQxi with 
the British Govenuneirt; ihe xesolt of mdiiohy as Trje 
have prerioiisly mentiixied^ though it had oon^ 
siderablj curtailed his power and dcnniiuons, had, 
in a moral point of view, established hk aothoritj 
in the territories which remained to him, on a 
basis mnch firmer than any upon whioh it had 
hitherto existed. Freed firom all external warfiire^ 
and left for the first time, since the eommencameut 
of his reign, in a state of repose, Jeswnnt Bow now 
turned his most serious attention towards the. in^ 
temal administration of his kingdom, which he had 
too long neglected, and that with the yigour whi^ 
might have been expected from his active mind. 
In every department tibe most searching inquirjr 
was instituted, reforms established, axld, sihove ^ 
the strictest order and most rigorous economy in^ 
troduced into the management of the finances. 

Occupied as he was with the interior adSairsof 
his government, his principal tHoughtsWere^ <hcrw^ 
ever, directed towards the entiie remodeUingand 
reorganization of his army, in the pursuit of whidkt 
his mind displayed aa- activity, retstieBsness, asid 
energy, -that scarcely admitted of anyinterniisisijQiii, 
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0talK>dyii]^, ' fiibaspB^ ihfi Itiiking tsetdb' of tiaiat ^teiV* 
rible disorder wMch, at no- m^^ distant period^ 
brought lam sixigtLlar.aiidevenifiil'OaiBeir ifx> a Ql(>se. 
DtmBg tUe lait^ straggle, '.ik<mg}i eompitratiTelj 
isnedocated, in sdme iasfanoes^ almosiC ilBteratb, lie 
had praTied th^ be pomessed a deep xEkd clear in-^ 
sight into the krt of war^ and witk a ifeveiljdLe- aiod 
resonroes gteatly iaotfenor tO! either of the -other 
Mahratta soYiBreigiiS)^*-the Peishwar> Scindia, or 
the Bajah ' of Berar,^«*«nd with forces infinitely 
less in namemal strength, he had fiuccessfolly 
dared and accomplished against his formidable 
adversary what the combined forces of the two 
latter never wotdd have attempted* 
• In the new system which he adopted, all the in* 
fbfmation and improvements which his experience 
dnd sagacity had derived even from his reverses, 
during the recent campaigns, were fully brought 
ibto play* He had become well aware that trained 
and disoipMned troops leqnired to be well officered 
to be -completely effective, and that a loose body, 
bowBvte immerous, possessing no claims to dis- 
tinofionbat'the name and appearance, was the 
banseof kijury, rather than otherwise, to the state 
HiGy served ; and nsekss as irregulars, their pre* 
bemcQ but tended to encumber any really efficient 
body of: soldiery in the fidd. The object, therefore^ 
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^bi/^ l^tdjt piwswihsid iki iTiqwywadithe/fotmeltroit. 
b£ .a '^m^U* yet oajnipaet sod : well-diaciplined^. and, 
fihoye M, II iwdl-office^d kfigiilaa; army, wUck, 
oQtbei iP^wwal of kootilitifis, Jie eould join to the 
hordes of Piiidanee9> and zoving bands of horset 
mWy whom he knew at a aignal be oould always 
rally ,to his atandard, allured by the pioapect of 
pliwder; but whose present services, now that the 
war was terminated, as well as their futore atay in 
his dominions, he itvaa determined to get rid of by 
the payment of bounties and gratuities, as waU a» 
the discharge of all the anears of pay aocrning lo 
them. 

In accordance with this resolution, |^e aartiileiry, 
with the exception of a completely equipped siege-- 
train, were altogether horsed.* Among the inr 
fantry, the most robust and able-^bodied, who had 
l^en distinguished for their conduot and bravery 
throughout the war, were formed into regunenta 
(the remainder being disbanded), and placed under 
the authority of a leader oavefiilly selected^ ip: 
reference to his ability to. command, .as well aa 
courage and gaUantry* StikU ^eater care was, if 
possible, manifested in ithe otganiaatioa of Ihe 

* It ifl perhftps necessary to obfierre that, ap to a ti^ kte 
period, the whole of tlM h^yy artiUeiy in laiia, and avaa the 
light field-batteries, were drawn by biUooka. 



the irlxolet of the ptoifmam of Upper India, were 
tramed on tlie prineiple of the Bvkiak iiregolar 
cavaliy, though riding the horses of govemmeiit, 
and ako armed at its expanse ;* it bein^ Ihe cod- 
viotiiMi of the Mahnutta prince that they* were far 
more effioierit, in lihis medium state, than when 
converted into dragoons, aceordis^ to the nsaal 
European method. 

For hia commanders and immediate subordinates, 
Jeswunt Bow had secured the services of a gallant 
set of Fnsnch and English adventurers, several of 
whose names had already become widely known 
and oelehrated throughout the wars in India ; the 
chief' of whom was a gentleman of the former 
nation, known as '' Dharcoor Sahib/' a corruption 
of the word "D'Harcourt,'' in whom, though he 
had only recently reached liie shores of India, 
the qvick eye of Holkar, with his intuitive saga- 
city, had detected that superiority of genius and 
experienoe, which induced him to nominate him 
ta:a position seoomdoDly to himself, and invest 
him with a> degree of power and authority almost 
as abaolujte and u;i)limited. This confidence he 

* In the irregabir ^affs^rj, the horse, arms, and acoontrements 
of .tbe men an thab ctwn peraonal pvopertyf the government 
being responsible for thek pay only^ 
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yery qniddy prdted liad ]iot<t)eciii 'inisplpused^ --ay 
not< only was eveiy antioipatiozi irhkh^ tke Ma^ 
harajah had formed, in ' tegord to hfti nuUtary 
talent snd abUity^ eirentnaUy most MI7 veiifled, 
bat he found he possessed^ in an eiiiiiient ^de^ 
gree, that invalnahle qnalificatioii in • coiAmondear^ 
the art of securing the confidence and regard of 
th€ soldiery of all ranks^ and piodaetng tfaronghont 
the whole that harmony, and spirit of nntcni sod 
good feeling, which finrms the most "vital apsd 
essential requisite in the moral discipliiie and 
efGcient working of an army* 

Towards the close of December, in the year 
1806, there was a sadden and general moT^nlettt 
in one of those miniatare worlds, an Indian camp, 
situated on the banks of the Nerbndda river^ It 
was about three o'clock in the afternoon, eiid ia 
considerable portion of the cattle wei!e still oiA 
grazing, the order for an immediate march being 
wholly unexpected. Horsemen were, howerefc, 
immediately despatched to hasten their retnim; 
tents were struck and packed, and before an hour 
had elapsed, from the period the £rst .sound of ^ the 
bu^ had been heard, conyeying the atder:ta mazch 
*-*such was the admirable discipline mahitadned->-* 
the ranks were fonned up, the camp equipage bad 
taken post in its respective positions, even flie 



grea(tds ]bart'of tiie bastar, With its ponderonB loads, 
wi& TtaAj to moye^ and all stood prepared, awaitt- 
TDg" driy iiu^ word to advancei 
I I>arizig tlis iiktemral while these pi^aratkois were 
b^ing made^ a small routee or sleepmg-tent, re^ 
maaned the last to be struck, which, from its vi- 
cinity to the flag-staff, and the presence of some 
five or six horsemen near it, as well as the ap- 
Jpearanoe of a very beantful jet-black Arab, richly 
oaparisoiied, which a syce or groom was leading 
backwards and forwards in front, annonnoed as 
being occupied by the commander of the force. 
. Within its walls, and stretched upon a charpoy,* 
teoUoed that commander, the same we have ad- 
verted to as being known by the name of Dharcoor 
Sahib; in whom we trust our readers have had no 
difficulty in recognising the hero of our narrative, 
Edward Haicourt, whose history since we last 
parted with him^ in the pestilential marshes of the 
African coast, a few brief words will suffice to ex- 
plain. After difficulties and dangers of the most 
imminent nature^ he had succeeded in making his 
way to- the nearest Dutch frontier settlement, and 
through the kindness of the warm-hearted Boers, 
eventually arrived at Cape Town.f He there 

« AdeftetiptionofUghiftleepingcot. 

^ The ]:^der pinst remember that the Cape of Qood Hope was 
not taken by the British forces till a twelvemonth after the period 
alluded to. 
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Mmt atl th^t had transpired in'Eurdpe dtiring the 
three years' interval that had occurred, from the 
period when all was darkness to him,^-^the esta- 
blishment of the ImpeTlal throne in France, the 
renewal of the war, and the utter annihilation of 
file French nal^l power In the memorable and 
glorious, hut dearly-purchased victory at Trafalgar, 
since which time, scarcely a French vessel of any 
description could show itself on any part of the 
ocean throughout the world. 

Harcourt's first thought had been once more to 
return and seek the presence of that wonderfol 
being, now the most powerful sovereign in Europe, 
to whose warm and steady friendship he had jJre- 
viously owed so much; but the idea was abandoned 
almost as soon as entertained. If even that notr 
mighty ruler retained any reminiscence of the 
former ties which existed between them, oi caiiM. 
recal them to mind after so long An intetvafl, amid 
the toils and excitement of Ms daring, sucoesfiM 
ambition, never, nev^r moite could 'liti xieiviBit thdfife 
scenes, which had witn^i^jfefedHi^'fe^ short flcfetidg 
years of transcendant hap^itj^s, ik> be 'terminated 
by isiich'fri^tful amd'fegbfi&iAjgiifis^,*-^ 
rather endur6 poteWJy, exi^^<>Mt'iarity;^^ke 'Vei^ 
worst indeed that 'fate eoiild'iiiffiiit 16 ptefeifenee. 
Btis ^tesbfiitior^ Va^ i^oott- 'taken. 'lidi^^-vtras; at'tiisit 



period the wide and extensive field for the bold, 
tha during, ssxi the reckless, and towards its shores 
he resolved that his footsteps shoxdd be turned; 
there eitheu to find that grave he felt would be the 
sole haven of rest the world could aiSbrd him, or, 
amid the varied scenes of interest which an altogether 
new career in life in that singular counlay would 
open, to acquire in some measure that tranquillity 
and repose (happiness he could not — dared not 
anticipate) he felt would be denied him in those 
lands which had witnessed his previously brief 
and transient, though brilliant and distinguished 
fortune^ 

In a small trading-vessel he reached one of the 
foreign settlements on the banks of the Ganges, 
from whence, as an unknown adventurer, he pro- 
ceeded into the interior ; and arriving in the terri- 
tories of Holkar, just after the Mahratta prince had 
brought his war with the British government to a 
conclusion, he offered his services in the reorgani- 
sation of Im anxrf . That acute and able chieftain 
at oncje discerned the. superior merit of the new 
comer, and before many weeks had passed, as we 
liave previously mention^ he had nominated him 
to the. supreme command of all his regular forces, 
by whom he became regarded with a devotion, 
^hickhas not been uncommjow op ,tl?e pmrt pf ,tiip 
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nisTtive BoMeiy of India ixmtit&s %h^ ^ikM^'d 
commanders, both French and Engtii/h', th^^¥ 
their esteem was not altogeth^ nnniMgl^'^ Wiftl 
fear and- awo. Inde&tigilble in attending to iW 
interests of those tmder his control, ' Harconrt Wa^ 
severe, perhaps rigorons, in'themaiiiteiance of ^^^ 
cipline among his troops; and Ifhose di^i^d^ 
peajQiar to Asiatics, and their iiiTeterate love of 
plunder, had cm more than one occasion been 're- 
pressed with such an iron^ unrelenting hand, that 
it eventually became a proverb* throtoghout flie 
country, of Dharcoor Sahib's camp proving « 
blessing to the surrounding villages wh^eveaf it 
moved* 

In his communications with all ranks, wh^khei* 
high or low^ his bearing, though distinguished -by 
ttehighest degree of courtesy. w« marked ^-^ 
cold, grave, reserved exterior, which not nnfie-^ 
quently is productive of considerable eHfect upOi^ 
orientals, bat Fhich with him seesned i^liith^^'^ 
originate in a de^-seated, devonrittg midlMd^b^,' 
more than any oth^ feeling j ^nee it ^wac^'ne^^' 
seen to deviate into a smile ; aad- when^ no<fi oe&^ 
pied by the excitement of his military duties^, a^ 
which he toiled incessantly, it oawised hkoi^^ M^^ 
into a brooding fit' of musing, that t^uld^ almo^fl 
have* been deemed ^ppioaQhiiig 4o'ab6oIitef 't^paihjfV 



feftt>^;Ae ^Kppfes^Qsi. q£ agonizing wrotohecbee^^r 
^bjjC^i^e(|ae|J^ypejT4ided,lu«fea the 

fg;^d[jlt[^]?i^iled«., There waa alsQ another featiurer 
i$^(^iAt<%^^f^ .which, mad^ tW jboldeat tremUb ; 
9^^ tMa w^^i the ,Kery jrarQ^ ihiiiit stiU occasioiaaj,. 
Q^;tjbI)^k9 .f£ toi^ne paBsipo^ which iaam6timie& 
\f^ii Aftm .hi*»> g^^erally. elicited by aeto of op- 
fij^a^^pn a^cl .inju^tii^, .whi^h, in the, scintillating 
gl^f^. io£..firf^ tha^ flashed from his d^k ejos^ 
%BB^^^^^^^^ almost to maniac wildne6s> caused 
i^ h^f^^y( ih^ hrayest to sink within them : and 
"^oe to 'th<^e,,in such moments^ who were the cause 
^f ^i^,^^ldlition ! 

On the present occasion it was evident one of 
^^^.^p^od^r had but just passed awaj, only how- 
e;^^rjtO:he followed by one yet more dangerous^ 
j^gi^ Jt>y. the deeply murelenting and menacing 
e:§|li$§si9%whiehyin calm land settled det^cmination^ 
^^j9u$}9^ed it, caused by the intelligence which 
l^MM>A4wly broken up the camp, ,and put the 
tsm^mJm^iktm,imtMt's^ warning, and which 
Ste^^ii^.r&ightfol outr^, perpetrated by a 
laffg^ tKQiiyvof/;U«ieer Khan/s Patane^who had 
r:fipei|i%^ufee^;idia!pa«4ded* mi who^ it appeared, 
^Si^^Batftii lQr.<4fee meafcm»,^had suddenly sur- 
P«^i;tM;^ougj,hill..fojrti3ea8 of Beejagkur> thd 
s^SU.qg2^i4Q».5.d©fcpditt®.^w]|p^.tfeey;had over-^ 
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powered foki ak«rd$ifedi^«f the-4im^4iiie «mi(iU^ 
iRCitmdinS th^* Kiflajarlt m^ oC HoUuufg ssmt 

$ing» -Difwi^^oialed sii the teetaore timj expected 
to ha¥& liEHuid theri^ &aA diwtUAg> Ae'oelkibiitita 
that wcndd foUow from* tli6.yeii|;ea]iee» o£ the ilUh*^ 
mtta aoveteign, they liad Beked. upoii thefiimfly 
of th« iU*^&ted gOTeni6r, whom th^j^ na^^ detained 
m hostages, ead threateoed ^tii evBij ep^otee H 
indignit jT and infiult, in tihe event oS >a fiee pasali^. 
not being aecorded them td tiie froatier, under lh€ 
safe condnet of aa EiUropian oflfieer, and other ^ 
mauds in the shape <^ claims of aneara kbA 
gratuities not being immediately complied with« ' i! 
InteUigence of thia outrage reached JeeiMoi 
Bow at a period wheti he was Imd up tdtii ««9ife 
iUness, theoonsequenees alike of the fettigaed^tol 
hardships he had endured during his recent dbHf 
paigns, and those irregularities of life trla4h • Aad 
now become habitual tor him«t GaUouisr .i»l tiw 
Mahxatta prince had now become to all Aheiibms 
feelings which had dietidgoiriiedhim ait/lhetoo4if< 
mencement of hia.caj(€ief) .theve was cdbie Inuif IblhAi 

• Governor. ^ . . 

t The shops at Soiabfiiy wei*e drained to flupply hijii iii^ 
trinefr and' H^etm/ iu ^U^ h» iddufgiMUo Hi |^»iato6< et i<ifc' 
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di«rlu(ter, wMch Arcteghaat his wbok eid^teftcd 

A»ver cluuiged, And which ceita&dy teflects the 

|^d»t hoooTErtipOn his nan^ and memory ; thid 

^^ his devoted and tuurhahen attachdi^nt to tli066 

who had adhered to his foxttmes in th4 worst period 

of hts adversitj. It majr therefore easily be con^ 

oeired how deep were &e transports ci grief aiid 

toger with which he received the intimation of the 

untimely fate of one who, notwithstanding hi? high 

rank and ^Eunily — ^being allied to the royal race of 

J^fpooF-^had fiom the first moment of his escaping 

from the power of the Peishwaf) adhered to his 

fcirtones with the most nnwearied constancy and 

fidelity; having ever been the same brave and loyal 

doldier, when his chief was a fugitive, wandering 

oateaet, with a price upon his head, as when, at the 

zenith of his fame and power, he had recovei^d 

and so greatly enlarged his ancestral dominion, 

' In the first ouftmrst of fierce passion and "Medi-r 

tated vengeance, Holkar had sprung from his sick 

eoueh With the determination of e!Staeting a fearl 

fiA wtiit«it»n in person. UnaHe, however, even to 

flit 'has liMse, he tmnsmitfed his orders to Harconrt, 

stating all that he owed to the deceased rajah, and 

Qpnjiccii^g him, Vi^lii.the mo^tearo^t and energetic 

entoeatyv tahteak ijlphia'ctmip, and proceed at 

once by a forced march to the fortress, from which 

T 
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he was only forty miles dkrtamt^ befttne the i muti- 
neers oould gsuther in provisioBS, and make- pie- 
parations for an effectual resistance; ajad haviog 
given his firat thought towards preserving the life 
and honour of the wife and daughter of his unfair- 
tunate friend at any sacrifice, then to inflict such 
a lesson of retrihuliTe vengeance upon his murdef- 
ers, as would be long a£ler rememhered) and which 
was the more absolutely necessary on this occasicxa, 
from the circumstance that the grievances of which 
they complained were wholly without foimdatian, 
every fraction of their armars having been dis- 
charged, with a handsome gratuity paid tibem in 
addition. 

But a few minutes elapsed subsequently to liie 
receipt of this communioation, before the trusapets 
and bugles rang throughout the camp, the ordier 
being transmitted to march on the inataaft; a|:|d 
though some slight delay intervened in qoneeqijence 
of its unexpected siatiire) before three oVdocit, as 
We have ptreviou&ly mentioned, tiie. columns -wf^re 
formed^ the baggage pjujfced, add all jri^y to. BPM^tt- 

Hareouxt still seimained plun^d in iiis. ghfmj 
reverie, till the tramp of a horse aff^oac^i^g .d)e 
tetit arouaed. himi, when, aa be stc^^^up and 
stepjf^ed Outside, he enebuiiteated an. Jk^^j^sh oS^eK^t 
who droppinghifc swoard said^ " Afl:ifo»4y, Sir*" 



"Forward, AenP' was the reply 5 ^* we harve a 
hmg rmtth before vs, and mtBt veach Beejagbtur 
aB Boon aa vt^ posaiUj can after midnight, that 
the men may hare some three or foor hours rest 
for their woA m the morning/' 

The officer bowed, btit despite the military prin- 
ciple of '^ hear and ol)ey," a slight exclamation of 
snrpriee escaped him, ^ridently on leammg the 
place of tiieir destination. 

^^ Yon shall hear what has occmt^ as we pro- 
ceed,'' returned Harcourt, in answer to tiie implied 
query the inteijection conveyed ; " but in the 
meantime, tell Captain de la Mothe to have his 
guns in readiness for blowing open the gates, as 
the business be£:)re us will require shaipness and 
promptitude to ensiure success, though our fellows 
will not be slack in entering upon their task, when 
• thfey know the cause upon which they have been 
summoned.'' 

' He mounted bis horse as he spoke, and in the 
ia&sLt mom^t the troops were on tiieir march. 
Haroourt had well divined that, on being made 
acquainted with the nature of ihe duty before them, 
iMe-men 'Wd^ enter seaiously, or rather perhaps 
vindictively and fiercely upon its execution. Ee- 
ictuked almcist exchisively- from the Eajahpoot 
tribed' of 'tfortbem and centuskl: India, inteBigeitce 
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of the V7*a&itCHi and ocldTbloo^; tnui7de|ri j^e^^r 
trated on the person of a soion of one of thf^ 
noblest and most tevered fiooslieS) more patti<pi^ 
larl J in this instanoe^ where the viotim was fu conir 
naander generallj known and esteemed throughout 
the whole army, would have been suiffieient to hate 
created the highest degree of exasperation in the 
minds of the soldiery ; but, coupled on the present 
occasion with the atrocious threats of the murderers^ 
in reference to the helpless beings in their powesi 
embodying disgrace, dishonour, and, worst of all, 
the loss of caste, every feeling of their commoti 
nature was roused, and the compressed lip, the 
clenched teeth, and the flashing eye, fully ex^- 
pieBsed the detetminatioa by which they were 
actuated* 

Throughout the night the marcb continued^ the 
men apparently wholly insensiHe to every sensa- 
tion of fatigue ; and after a constant route of more 
than twelve hours, interrupted only by > kt siioirt 
respite of half-an-hour's halt, in secrecy and mkm^ 
they reached the place of their deatinataon, wJ^e^e 
the dark rock loomed out gloomily inithe .de0|> 
shadow of the night, ,wh/$n each eorpsad .tibiey ^at^e 
up, successively occkipieid the po^itioaiis which had 
been puevioualy assigned them. 

PaccoiiiiBt's intention from the first Jiad beeA.ito 



ttlkife'^e^liil^'bj^dtrpme, feeling as8n!red thattbe 
itiatln^ers trotdd* be -viJholljr unprepared for his 
tttpia marfch^ and though he looked for a bloody 
resistance; fix>in the conviction they must have 
totertained that iw) mercy would be shown them, 
his ffreat sofurce of anxiety was the unfortunate 
feJT., fte «.ly ch«»e I wl,»e ^ .., ta 
l^e despesrate expedient he proposed, and the hope 
ihat they would be altogether forgotten, in the 
midden and unexpected assault he had resolved 
to hazard at daybreak, which would give the 
Patans enough to think of, in attending to their 
own safety. Both the lower and upper fortresses, 
the one at the base of the rock, and the other on 
il9 sumimt, were well known to Harcourt, as indeed 
they were to almost every officer and soldier in 
the foi^je he commanded, and this would prove a 
great advantage to the assailants when once the 
gates we*e forced. He however was not without 
*'&at!^ latent idea, titat secret and rapid as his 
march had been, and evidently up to thi^ moment 
trnknown ^'the enemy, sbme adherents of the late 
*B^ahi who had escaped from the scene of slaughter 
jwhich, hiad occforted, wottM fee on the look out, or 
•toking in lAe oeighbouriiood, for the purpose of 
giving information or «l^istame to any of Holkar*s 
iiominanderiB who might approaxili, 4ot thie^ putpose 
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of rerengmg his minder, aadeffectmgtlieliberatibii 
of liift fiunily , smoe the cfaancter of the MshsrsyaU 
waft too well known for it to be supposed for an 
instant tiist he would allow sudi an ootiaigB tx) be 
passed over with impunity. 

The expectations he had fimned were fortanately 
veiy qniddj verified, and that to an extent his 
most sanguine hofCB never eoidd have aatidpatel; 
Scarcely had the fortress been invested, and the 
troops, fully accoatred, diiected to lie down and 
rest themselves after their toilsome mandi, prepa- 
ratory to die work of the morning, before foor or 
five men, more or less wounded, who had presented 
themselves at the ontposts, were conducted to the 
commander's presence, and were immediately re^ 
cognised asfollowersof the late Bajah. Fvom their 
statement Harconrt ascertained, that nearly the 
whole of the mntineerB were in all probability at 
that moment buried in profoond repose, the. oonaer 
quence of a debanch in the early part of the evening^i 
and of their in no wny snspectmg the prosimitif 
of any danger, not* only from th^ir not beibig 
aware of the vidnitf of H&reoiirt^s camp^ bat Horn 
the circomstanoe that, no amrvmr being iiettmied^ 
their insolent demands, send oonfilSentm the itecniily 
the impcntant hostages in tiKki possesion affnydedv 
they were led <o ibeUeve some 'atteni|it'ait iiegotl^ 



atioti woidd 1)6. tried! b^wre- fonee wa0 reported to* 
Ib^ IftdkB we&B (Oonfined m ft ^ooe l^uUdiDg Ia th^ 
Upper Toitj at the very soxnmif; of itto roek, a BmaU 
goaid, islacmed at stated mterraH Isdeping watcb 
constantly over them. 

This intelligenoe^ satis&crtory as it :wa$ in many 
respects, considesrably inoreaaed the atudety of 
HaTcoort in regurd to the prinoipal olgeet be had 
in vieir, viz. the safety of the nnfortuaaate wonien. 
Bje Tvell knew the character of the ruffiains to whom 
he was opposed, aod that theix ren¥xr8ele8S and 
sanguinary nature would speedily induoe them to 
carry their hideous thieals into execution, if only 
<» a display of the last impoteut efforts of yin- 
dictrre hate. Had they heen detained in any part 
of the lower fortress, there was every chance they 
might ha/ve been rescued in the c(»i&ision ooca- 
sioned by a vigorous and unexpected onslaught 
upon eveny part of the plaee at once : now, how- 
ever^ the fiill ][)eril of their aitn^oa flaahed upon 
him^ and for sometime he pondered in doubt and 
perplexity as td twhot coiu»e be leould pursue. 
. As, mbmeotarilydQaititij thought, he revolved in 
his 'mmd what •pik>8pects of success appeared likely 
to be the oresult. d£ aaydiffemai pl&n to that he 
hnd' poposed, be< was. antddei^y relieved by a piece 
of*<in£3rmAt]oa:£r<t)m one of. therajah'a foUowegra^ 
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iiMpii>iteitr>^-it^ WM^(«igi»^ .hopes 

^vQiiti) dt 'inf^i^edi > ' 'Tlpft onbft^ "Vpiuy foritmiitelyiiaisp 
iriasitiLB'OiilyTOlie <d U^Npir^ inmoimdeA^' et^^ 
Aai! tftere Irad a. Buoid;, ind id the -Pataai^ ap war 
lmoiin2)|iath^ thbt Jiiniself andtfteveiial of'bi^.Qom* 
paimmt kad diseoT^rod when in pmsoiit of /the 
efaaciB,: wMcdi led fiootu the base of the Toek jqA 
the eastern side, to where the walls of the foit d£i 
aiJt extend-**to its summit-^-^hy which with giieat 
labour and diffieulty it might he reached, though 
accompanied also with considerable dmig<hr; mt 
only &om the chance of discoYery by the mutineers, 
or the certain death that would inevitably attend 
any person attempting the ascent, missing tjiear 
footing, but from the wild beasts who haunted' this 
tracks particularly at night, and who had repeatedb|r 
carried off cattle when grazing in its .vidnity^ - The 
soldier concluded by declaring that, haaaidotts/as 
the esLperim^t was, yet to avenge lihe fate of his 
late commander, and. resene ihose most dear^ to 
him when iu life, ab well as ^!Seoare:thefakoilr of 
so great and dbtingukhediaoommandein as Phitr- 
CQOt 8ahib» he was o-eadyito kdd.itbe way^.>i£'(& 
small nxuaaber of men woidd aodoraponj^hini^ •andj 
eitheir effect the libetatson Ktfi<th0 (Iadiea.rcH:rpei!bfhi 
iniith^iattemptr'..- .■ -i-i.-'j, .mj- ii.,.'] -»/:! >-unii 
Almost before the mm bad £Oiioliidbdihdb tstatet> 
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iisaatF^fi .loot oz^ ta kftzadtd it, \ilrat /to^.hfiid''ike 
^enteipriaeifaimselfL liadkilytift&iiigliti/^^QiigiiudBai^ 
wais (dalLr; ajud ivitii /three houDs • <b^Qrei • t^enn >.>€ire 
dayHgbt.imuJid.ibreak^ thBse waa-at kaat timB^i/f 
(by /-tiaie clumce offiaeceBfl; LajriBg* liifi liiand.liiere^ 
jCboe oa the shoulder of ike Bepoy, h& said^'^f >Ydii 
are a brave and gallant soldier) and shall dnly 
jTooeive the.reiward of your faithful seryice'; I my^ 
sdf will accompany you in this business/' 

r'-' Yourself, Dharcoor Sahib?" 

. ** Ay, myself," repKed Harcourt, quietly: '' and 

now to get the men together ; for what is to be 

dii^ne, must.be done speedily, as we ha^e no tim6 

l^loBe-'' 

• .^1^ General Harcourt," said a voice beside him, 
^f with !ycnir permission I am the first volunteer for 
this Aut^J^ It was that of the English officer w& 
have already adverted to, which spoke. 

. " *^ ColoneLKyan," repHed his e<HQmander gravely^ 
'-^iliiisi eanmtDt be; if^^iih^in &ot it is useless to 
corneal it-^ydu. hanre been witness to what has 
^ffiUB8ed>iahd/m<^ be aware that>the service of to^ 
nighl< is 'one of more than tisual ha^ard^ and risking 
more lives than are absolutely necessAi^y, ^^i^idiiMbd- 
aJKSocmEtoiniahdiiseless sacdifiieGi" •: ii * '■' ■ ■ 
*' When a superior officer," returned the English- 
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maja calmly, ^^ takes the duty o£a subordinate lipoid 
himself, he aaidf will not debar that sabordbate 
fiom participating in a dwger, which more pn^iedy 
belongs to hUn to eneonnter.'' 

^< Bnty" replied Harcoort^ ^' considerations of 
the highest moment, rehUivQ to the sncoeaa of tht 
enterprise in which we are engaged, must pxeyeot 
my comj^ying with yonr request ; yon know evai 
better than myself that the whole stay and hope 
of the troops are centered in their Eniopean supe- 
riors. K I £ul in the proposed nndertaking, there 
is certainly one less, though that is ,a loss which 
can be repaired, and must at all events in the pre- 
sent instance be hazarded ; but your presence will 
be vitaUy neceasary with the mea in the mommg, 
the more particularly in the event of anything 
occurring to myself; for if I mistake not, we may 
look out for desperate work when the assault takes 
place, as these scoundrels will be well aware when 
the conflict begins, that they fight with halters 
round their necks, and in that conviction will resist 
to the last." 

" There are," returned Ryan, ** De Meuron, 
Harding,* Vickers, and De la Mothe, all at their 

* There were two brave and g&Uani young tnen of thSs name 
in Holkar's service, but I am unaware if they were in any way 
related to each other. The one more generally fthown and 
celebrated in Indian history, was killed, some years previous to 
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ttftsp'ectiV^ pdBte, and ready at a moment'* notice, 
otHy awaiting the signal. Undfior duch leaders 
success cannot bnt be certain, and -thetrefoire once 
more, whatever may be the fate of the expedition 
on which yon are bound, let me eajrnestly solicit 
that I may share it. I have a much greater ex* 
perience of the character of the sepoy than you 
have; brave as they are, they not unfirequently 
lose nerve under a sense of secret or unseen danger, 
and in an enterprise like the present, coolness 
and presence of mind are far more essential to its 
success, than even the most determined courage." 

" You are a true Numukwallah,"* said Har- 
cotrrt with a melancholy smile. ** Beit, then, as you 

the events ttientioned In our namitiTe, in command of the Mah- 
ac%jah'B infantry, al the battle of Poonah; the action which gave 
to Holkar military possession of the capital of his enemy, the 
Feishwar. This loss deeply effected Jeswunt Row, and for 
yeaoa aftevwards he ncTer ftiled to expttea the graateat regard 
for hifi memory. 

• It is difficult to impart to the European reader the true 
meaning of this expressive Oriental term ; perhaps the best ex- 
emi^cation of it will be found in the " Qurwood Bospatohea^'* 
when the Puke in answer to the complaint of some of his friends, 
relative to how his meritorious services had been neglected, and 
wondering at his condescending to accept the simple command 
of a brigade, after having commanded armies, and been invested 
with almost abscdute political power, writes to his correspondent 
ip. reply, '' The reason is found in my being a Numukwallah, 
aa we say in India." 
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wJsh,-^W '4^ck, aticl pick l3ie"'tneii wlidfti 'fou 
fliiiltk tie test adaptecl for the ftervice, and— ^iiiy, 
tell De la Motlie to let tte have A few of fhe dfag- 
^J)6s ' fe)m his guns, as occasion might arise in 
^licH they tnajr prove of material assistance/' 

The EngUshman hastened away to give the 
nfecessstfy order, and in the space of a few minutes 
all was ready for the proposed expedition, a momen* 
taiy difficulty only occurring in selecting the 
I'equisite number of volunteers from the crowds 
who readily came forward by whole companies to 
offer Aemselves for the duty. They consisted of 
about forty in number, athletic, splendid Ibo'king 
fellows, of whom about two-thirds were armed, the 
remslinder carrying the drag-ropes, hatchets, and 
bfll-hooks, which, as a measure of precaution, their 
Commander had deemed it advisable to ttik^ mtH 
them. They moved forward at a rapid rate, thi 
men having divested themselves of the W^hble'^bf 
their clothing, with the exceptibn of a'clotl^''ififeiit- 
etied round their loaia, and toon reached me' liaw 
of flie MIL The ascent at &st,'lliottgH diffibi^,^ 
Wer than either of 'tKfe' E'dropean offittfets'aiMi 
dpatefd ; fe, 'ihott^ th6 'pkth iky 'btea^nattJ^iaKi^ 
i titok Whifet iStofed sottfe diaJfk 'iooJak^'AhaiiiJ'^ 
th6' aid tif tke^refeiiid IJitiW thef Weri^yfikttM 
to •mkki'fiiiSi' yrAfi^kldtffmfekm^fai^i 
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, Mo^ ,^Ti< t^p'Umis .<rf thdr task ha^ beei^ ao? 
cpjpplisb^d witji ;anGoesSp, wheii ther whole party 
vrer0 abraptjj, ))rpug|it to a staad-^till, by . wba,t 
their guide bad previously warned them duriug 
their route would prpve the most , diffiiwlt aiwj 
hazardous part of the whole jouxjiey. Tf hi3 was 
what at first appeared a mass of bluff, almost per-^ 
pendicular rock, which reached to an. extent o^ 
nearly throe hundred feet in height, and which 
skirted an abyss, which apparently reached to the 
very bottom of the ascent. 

For a moment the boldest among that fearless 
band was somewhat startled, and even the guide 
^q^med to hesitate at the prospect that here lay 
before them, the great danger of which, the dark- 
j;^^Bf while not impeding the view, may perhap 
l^K\j^ exaggerated, — ^but the hand of Harcourt was 
pp?9m|xtLy laid upon the latter's shoulder^ as ip. a 
|jpw f^i;eixjx yopi|ce he ^aid, " Lead on." 

, , iGi3a4ftally m'i cwtiously m artillery lantenit 
^^h,jplfad,h^|%rtp been covexed, was npw dis- 
^^^^ ^d, ^Pi^tj on one side, darfccped, m as to 
t^fjW:. tlipfi i?^l;^d§ forcf of its^ rays. in^ an upward 
4tfff^^fl^..V;^l^^ jtpeanp . ^vqjy^hing If^^cw^ 
^Jea^jji^i^iWej ,X^9k ac^d siti^ntod burf^s: gr^^ 
fi^l .few . 4^^^.: p^ ^^' ?u?;fapp_, . ^}^ ^n,.y^m 
occasiojti^^j j?oj9p d^?p. pf Soffii^ (^iffi^^^ft^^ 
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tock. in A firvf places being worn awAf « iJ)wgsm9B 
m SLtiy farther advaaoa appeaxed^ it oQuld: ool^bp 
made ia this direetioii; aeootdi^^y, DbacoQUfrt, 4ir 
reeting every one \mt the .goidis and himq^Itf 4q 
remain &&i for the pBedent, etkcb thnmiag & lo(3i9p 
coil of rope oyer his arm, commenoed their p^rilons 
task. In bxieathlass ^isiely th^ii: Qompfa%ioIl^ 
awaited the resolt helow, sceroely daring .to glance 
upwards, from the di^ey and sickening feeling of 
giddiness the action eng^^ered ; but a&ei: a eonb- 
paratively short interval, in wMoh the min^t^ 
appeared like hours, the. shaking of the eoidis fis a 
signal for those who held them to let go, aniioTUPbced 
that their commander and his attendant hfAjffdoci^ 
the summit in safetj. Ejan and a second sol$er 
quickly followed, carrying additional Top0s,.4^ 
hauling themselves up by tho$e^ which hsuSk 1^^^%* 
been made fast to the trees abov^v ,■ , ., 

In this manner the whole pxty > ^er^ 9f£^\Y 
landed upon the ledge, above^ fircpn vrhem^ii^ 
remainder of the aso^nt was nol c^ly. e^y pfj ^ 
compliahment» bcU; only a;vejc^ »ltf)rt.di$t^«*iifrflgi 
the low walls of the fortress^ . towards? 'v^ifth if^ij^ 
mw cautiously and silentLy tuapited .their i<^tN^* 
A short time su^Scftd, I30: .feringj thorn ito,^.fp(4;;f9f 
the rampart, and,' on arritriflg M t)m ^spfff; ^}mk 
the guide p<Mnted^O0<t as. where t}ie /bmlj^.^wi»s 
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Aitoated in wiiich Hbe ladies were confined, which 
ptwtA to be dose to the pampet, they found the 
wall in BO ^Ulapidated a irtate from the heaTy rains 
of the tecent monsoon-^forming indeed almost a 
practical breach — as to render their entrance a work 
of t^ery little difficolty . Whispering final instnie- 
tions to his men, Harconrt led the way, and stealth- 
ily ascending, as he reached the top, and cast a 
keen and gnatded look of scrutiny around him, the 
;g'lanoe was sufficient to render him master of every 
tl^tail connected with the place. 

Almost immediately in his front w$s a large 
wkstdow reaching nearly to the ground, opening to 
an apartment, from which a broad light streamed, 
giving io view two female figures within. A few 
pk^tes in advance, within two yards indeed of him«- 
^If, was a man who stood motionless, and was 
evidently the watch, who had fiillen asleep upon 
tiii^'post; while upon a desGsdption of platform to 
tiite iright, lay the reemnb^it forms of some fourteen 
di^ dfteen otheis, who were aiso buried in profound 
l^mbber. Ryan and his followers were close behind 
i^iiA, and there Was not a moment to be lost. 
With a single botmd he sprang over, and seizing 
'thfe B^ntliielSn'his powetM grasp, he hurled him 
bv^r the' reaxipBitt, and then dashed tlntough the 
'Window. A cry of terror burst from the inmates 
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of tli6 dnniDeir, Dot otenfiflg iwfbtiDflio^ ar^t^ijr 
DCAuanil gifly or tatner dmd, nft sh6 bcsi^m^ a^ 
peared tUrteen jears of age, in his ams, lie plaoeA' 
his hand upon her ntoaih, and aaid, ^ Htu^! yonr 
8afet7 — everylhMg depends npon sUenee; -we are 
fiiends -from the Maharajah.*' In the next instant 
there was heard the sound of a scoffle mthont, 
followed bj deep and heayy groans, suppressed 
almost as soon as heard. Too late for their safety, 
the sleepers had started to their arms, bat before a 
sword could be drawn, or a single blow strack, the 
weapons of their adversaries were bnried in their 
hearts, and each laj weltering in has gore, a liMess 
corpse. 

Calling to Byan and his followers to assist Ae 
elder female, and carrying the yomig girl himsd^ 
the party now commenced retracing thehr steps 
with all possible expedition. They met with little 
difficulty till they came to the descent of the rock, 
which had previously so nearly finstrated ihefar 
enterprise ; but after a &w wliiapeied woids with 
the Englishman, the eyes of both ladiesB were bsEsd* 
aged, and while Harcourt with the younger, one 
lowered himself to the bottom^ the foniMDr^ and one 
of the men supporting the elder between them, 
following in his track, were equally successfuL 
Pressing downward witik all ^ speed that a 



r HABGOVBS* 289t 

r^gaard far thair safety peaco^tted, thej soonieached 
the open plai^ aad atxiTed in camp jiist as the 
&fit light of .tUe &lse dawnf intimated that they 
were not fax hoT^ dajbr^k^ tbeir hazardous under* 
taking accomplished u^d^.-cixcumstances of suck 
cool energy i^d daring, having met with no 
other impedin^ents than those which we have 
already adverted to. 

^' Let an escort at once attend these ladies on 
the road to Indore,"t fi*id Harcourt, " and my 
own tents fallow for their useJ' Both knelt at 
his feet, and each seijsing a hand, pressed it with 
Oriental devotion to their head and hearty and 
while the sobs of the younger prevented her giving, 
utterance to the deep and grateful feelings which 
oppressed her by their weight, the elder, in that 
simple jQt impressive dignity of tone peculiar tO 
the higher class of women of the Bajapootne tribes, 
expressed her fervent acknowledgments by the 
invocations of future victories to his all-conquering 

* Bi many parts of the East there exists what is called by 
Orientals the False Dawn. Its light is extremely deceptive, and 
without the means of ascertaining the actual time of the morn- 
ing, the most experienced traveller is often deceived by its 
appearance, wMeh ustially comes s^ut half-an-hoor before day- 
break, and is succeeded by a greater dfigree of darkness than 
prevailed previously. In some parts of Pei'sia it is of longer 
continuance. 

f The capital of Holkar*B dominions. 

U 
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sword, of a numerous posterity to wliom should 
be transmifted his glorious fame and courageouef 
spirit, and similar Eastern aphorisms peculiar to 
the watlike race from which she drew hpr origin. 

Gently disengaging himself, Harcourt led them 
towards the elephant which had been prepared to 
carry them on their journey; the young girl seemed 
to cling to him to the last, as if, parting from him, 
she lost her best and surest safeguard ; and it was 
only as she prepared to ascend the howdah,* she 
murmured in almost inarticulate tones, " May the 
God of the Christian, the Hindoo, and the Mussul- 
man, befriend you for this deed. I am, alas ! 
fatherless and friendless, but the prayer of the 
orphan is not always lost, even when directed to-^ 
wards imploring blessings upon the greatest and 
the most powerftd, and averting from them those 
dangers; common alike to the mightiest and the,, 
meanest." ' 

The first faint streaks of dawn were visible upon 
the horizon, and lulled in their fancied security, . 
the tiltttineers but little imagined 'iliedooin' that ^ 
was impending over theni. ' iJ'he &ark masses were 
now seen silently moving forward; in low and 
suppressed tones the word of command was passed 

* The seat or litter placed upon the back of the elephant 
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along the ranks, and even yet no alarm was raised] 
At once there was heard a loud stunning crash » 
accompanied by the roar of artillery, and the 
vengeful columns pf the stormers rushed through 
the breach the Frenchman's guns had so effectually 
made, — for not only were the gates blown to atoms, 
but large portions of the wall adjacent to them 
were brought down by the shock — and wheeling 
outwards, ,they scoured the ramparts. Too late 
sensible of their fatal apathy, and the false confi- 
dence they had entertained, the Patana yet made 
a desperate resistance, fighting with all the reckless- 
ness of despair,; quarter was neither aaked far nor 
obtained ; and though some endeavoured to make 
their escape by dropping over the ramparts^ their 
fate was equally as certain, since they were sabred 
or speared without mercy by the cavalry outside. 
Within an hour from the commencement of the. 
attack all was over, the interior, of the fortrew prp- 
senting but one general picture of human slaughter, 
the ramparts foid all throughout beii?g covered - 
with corpses, which lajf in IxjBags 09 eveiy,sid^. 
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CHAPTEE IL 

A PERIOD of nearly two years had elapsed, since 
the occurrence of the events recorded in our last 
chapter. The territories of Jeswunt Row had at- 
tained a state of flourishing prosperity, under the 
able administration of his minister Balaram Seit, 
who, notwithstanding his weak and timid nature 
in a physical point of view, exhibited a considerable 
degree of moral courage, not only In conducting 
the aflalrs of the state, and enforcing, in spite of 
the opposition of powerful interests, those measures 
necessary for its prosperity ; but in remaining firmly 
at his post, when the boldest and bravest among 
the Maharajah's followers shrunk from approaching 
him, from the now constant prevalence of those 
terrible bursts of phrenzied passion, to which he 
was constantly subject, announcing the approach 
of that fearfiil malady, which, fmious at first, 
gradually sunk into vacant idiotcy towards the 
last few years of his life, and in the paroxysms 
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of which he constantly issued orders for putting 
numerous innocent persons to death, whose lives 
were only saved through the minister's dexterous 
and humane intervention. 

During this time, his army had reached a spirit 
of discipline and organization, that perhaps no 
native state in India, either before or since (with 
the exception of the Seikhs,) had ever previously 
attained. In attending to and inspecting the 
minutegt details connected with it, the Mahratta 
sovereign was unremitting; being occupied from 
the earliest hour in the morning till late at night, 
in superintending and assisting his French and 
English subordinates in their duties, not unfre- 
quently discharging himself every office in person, 
.from drill corporal to commander of the forces. 

At first, on peace being concluded between the 
British government and the Maharajah, he had 
shown every disposition to observe his engage- 
ments; and in spite of the reverses he had sustained, 
really to cultivate the most friendly relations with 
his victorious enemy, owing perhaps either to the 
moral influence the alliance afforded him, or from 
his sagacity enabling him to perceive that success- 
ful aggression was out of the question, — if indeed it 
was not a mixture of both. As his malady however 
gained ground upon him, these sentiments under- 
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went a sudden and violent change; though with, sill 
the cunning of his race, heightened by the terribie 
disorder which afflicted him, he sought to conceal 
his intentions till they should be ripe for execution. 
He at first commenced sounding his European 
officers, as to what course they would pursue in 
the event of a renewal of the contest, and their 
opinion as to the result ; but finding them either 
unable or unwilling to enter upon any discussion 
broached under such ambiguous circumstances, he 
at length spoke more openly and plainly, intimating 
his determination of attempting to regain at every 
risk,' on the first fitting opportunity, the provinces 
he had lost, and desired to. know their views on 
the occurrence of §uch a contingency. 

From all the English he at once received a re- 
spectful, but firm and decided refosal to serve against 
their government and country ; and firom the French 
almost the same reply. The situation of the latter, 
indeed, was certainly difierent from that of the 
former; but belonging exclusively tp families of 
the old French nobility, they. were reluctant tfl* 
serve against the only land which had a,ffprd^d ^, 
refiige, in the dark period of their adveisity,^ to 
their proscribed race, with the .people of which^ 
more particularly in India, they possessed several 
tie, in conunon-friendsiaps ^m.uted ,l>y,,rufflj 
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f^Hls, stared tvliile serving together in tlie armle?^ 
of the native princes — and other honds of union, 
which would be broken for no other purpose than. 
t6 create the deepest injury, if not ruin to them-, 
selves, as they foresaw and distinctly hinted to the 
Maharajah, that the contest would only terminate 
in the destruction of his sovereignty and powerj if 
not of his family and himself. 

No less surprised than irritated at this opposi- 
tion, there was one circumstance connected with 
it, which caused a more than usually frightful ebul- 
lition of phrenzied passion on the part of Jeswunt 
Row, an event we have already adverted to as being 
now imhappily of too common occurrence, and this 
was the peremptory refusal of Harcourt to accede 
to the measure, and his declaration that, on the 
first shot being fired, he should tender his resig- 
nation. From one or two trivial incidents, Holkar 
had entertained the impression that his commander 
disliked the English extremely, and had therefore 
relied upon at least securing his services, by far 
thfe most valuable of the whole, in the event of his 
proposed rupture ; enraged therefore at his unex- 
pected disappointment, on the conclusion of the 
interview which terminated the discussion, and 
which took place at a private Durbar, the tiger-like 
glatieVhich' glittered in his eye was observed by 
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tbRi:yiD^tive- ha,^ it, exhihite|(J , would" aeek'to 
gratify tQ: tUe jatBdost cm tie fijst fitliog' o^ot- 

Ilmiandfiidi, or regardless howevei? o£ what had 
oQctirpBdi,: more particularly since the' MrfMratta 
prince almost immediately afterwards resumed his 
usual £:ank and courteaus bearing towards him, 
Haix^ourt a few weeks afterwards quitted the capi- 
tal, to superintend the camp of exercise and 
instruction under his command ; several of these 
having at his suggestion been formed each year in 
different parts of the country, dnring the continu- 
ance of the cold weather. 

Occupied with his mUitary duties, to which he 
as usual gave almost his exclusire attention, 9^ if 
from the relief they afforded him from thought, 
Harcourt after a time became sensible of what ap- 
peared to him to he a series of petty annoyances, 
inflicted upon him by orders from the Durbat. 
His force at this period oonsisted of two bbttetries 
of light field-artillery, two regiments of cavalty, a»d 
six battalions of infantry, the whole commatuded 
by European officerst, aind composed bf the troops 
-ifehich . had from, the first beelBt entrusted to his 
i^qnunaud, and had bee^ raised and disciplined by 
himselfi Gradually^ however, of late, his- eom- 
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■ 'Miiwicta, ' fcbth ' 'BV*«ch' ' atld • ' 'En^H*, ' had ' •TJ^fen 
•bhinged; Btid'nfttiVeiSj-df' -^ottt te knew 'iidthlh^, 
"RttbBtitttted in thdr place, grettfly to 'the drssatis- 
faxjtion of the men, whose murmtirs, at first loW 
' andmnttdred, at length becfitoie loiW, atid' indeed 
i^omewhat threatening in regard to their new 
leaders. 

Harconrt sternly strove to repress tht move- 
ment, though he at once saw his inability to do so, 
deprived as he was of the presence and assistance 
of those, under whose rule and authority not the 
slightest sign of insubordination, or misconduct of 
any kind, up to this moment, in the remotest degree 
ever manifested itself. He soon, however, became 
aware, that there were some other latent causes 
connected with himself, in regard to this movement, 
which, though he was unable thoroughly to 
understand its ramifications, he felt sensible hstd 
reference to his own security and safety, which 
his men were resolutely determined to protect and 
defend at every hazard. The guard of honour 
usually mounted over the tent of a Commander, 
'wfithinihe lafet few days, without any order fi-om 
himself, hAd been doubled, die men composing it 
nevet putting off their Accoutrements, or lying 
down to rest for an instant,' while in taking his 
eretang rid^ or walk, if 'he proceeded^ a hundred 



e93 ROMANCE OF MILITARY LIFE. 

yards 'from the camp, a strong escort Ttas ever itl 
attendance to follow him, his. reiterated desire that 
smch a xetinne should be discontinued being eifher 
respectfully disregarded, or followed by such earnest 
solicitation on the part of the soldiers to remain, 
that perplexed and half angry, yet not without 
suspicion that they must have some grounds for 
their apparently singular conduct, he was induced 
to acquiesce in their request. 

He had returned from a general pamde one 
evening, and was proceeding towards his tent, 
when an elderly native who was sauntering lei- 
surely along, gradually approached him. The man 
had the appearance of a respectable banyan,* and 
it was not improbable was one of that class residing 
in the grand bazaar of his camp. There was 
something prepossessing in the old man's exterior, 
and it struck Harcourt that his object in loitering 
in his path was a wish to speak to himself. As 
he was within two hundred yards of his tent, he 
dismissed his orderly, the only person by whom he 
was attended, upoji some trifling errand, and slowly 
continued his walk. Scarcely, however, had the' 
soldier quitted him, before the native we hiave men- ' 
tioned walked rapidly up, and glancing catitiously- 
around, placed a sealed billet in his hand; then 

* A combination of merclumt, broker, and general dealer. 
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guttling bia finger to his lip as a sigaal for secK^y 
and, silenoe, hurried away. 
.. Surprised beyond measure at the incident, Haff- 
court hastily opened the. letter, and .read the 
following words : — *' On no account whatever cross 
the river, or allow yourself to be separated from 
your men, wKo are faithful and true. You are 
surrounded with danger and treachery of every 
kind, even in your own camp, but they will defend 
you from both. — This is from one, who owes every-* 
thing in life to you, and who ib constantly occupied 
in watching over your safety." 

Harcourt gazed upon this mysterious epistle with 
equal wonder and perplexity : it was written in the 
Persian language and character, and the singular 
beauty and delicacy it exhibited in its delineation, 
fully expressed that it was not the production of a 
person accustomed to the usual loose, half4egible, 
running hand generally in vogue, or stiU less the 
laboured and measured writing of the professed 
caxcoon.* From the letter his thoughts reverted 
to .the question of who was the person whose in- 
texeet in himself seemed to be so striking and 
peculiar, and what could be the nature of the obli- 
gations alluded to, which had created such a feeling 
in the mind of the writer? — -As he hastily ran over 

* Writer. 
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the whole of his career, from the period of his first 
entry Into Holkar^s service, in order to oTbtaiu some 
clue to its discovery, he tasked his imagination in 
vain to find anything that appeared to rest upon 
any reasonable foundation. There were many of 
the nobles of the Maharajah's Durbar, who had 
experienced courtesy and kindness at his hands, 
but the coldness of his usual demeanour had in- 
variably prevented his forming those ties, which 
resenibled anything approaching to intimacy or 
friendship. 

."Wearied with useless conjecture, Harcourt re- 
turned to his tent, with the determination of ascer- 
taining, if possible, on the morrow, who wss the 
person from whom he had received the communiT 
cation, and if he was an habitual resident in 
camp. 

On the following morning, however, a very serious 
event occurred, which for the time drove the remi- 
niscence of every other circumstance from his mijid. 
The gun had scarcely fired, and the reveille 
sounded, and Harcourt was about issuing forth to 
mount his horse for the purpose of proceeding 
to his usual exercise and inspection, when the 
Havildar, or sergeant commanding his guard, 
hurriedly entered the tent, and announced that the 
artillery were in a state of open mutiny. 
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Rushing to liis horse which stood i;eady >vi;thpu^^ 
And springing into ihe saddle, Harcowt galloped 
with all speed to the right of the lineQ, where the 
guns were posted, and arrived in the midst of a 
state of uproar and conftision which baiHes ali 
description. The horses were harnessed, but th^ 
head and heel ropes, used at their picquets, though 
packed as if ready for a march, were thrown on 
the ground ; some of the cannon were limbered up, 
but *khe tumbrils of the others were at some distance 
from their pieces, as if expressly placed there for the 
purpose of preventing their being brought together, 
while two or three of the latter were even dis- 

# 

mounted, and the materiel scattered around! In 
front of the whole was the recently joined com- 
mander, encircled by a small party of the oldest 
and steadiest among the soldiery, evidently with 
the purpose of protecting him from the violence 
of the rest; although that this was merely an 
obligation of duty on their part, and originated in 
anything but a regard for himself, might easily 
have been gathered from the very. expressive but 
coarse and unflattering adjurations that were occa- 
sionally addressed to him by his protectors, as the 
author of the storm which had arisen, and the di^r 
grace which it had entailed upon them all. 

The spirit of exasperation among the men had 



38)2 ROMANCE OT MILITARY LIFE. 

evidently reached its higliest pitch, whto* Hartiottft- 
snddenly arrived upon thfe gronAd. It Was aim 
broad daylight, and aJHhottgh altdgether igmmmt^ 
of what had caused this sudden outbreak among ^ 
men renowned throughout the whole, of India fois 
their loyalty, fidelity, and discipline,* a single 

* There are few troops in whom lihese qvaLifioatioiui are sa 
conapicuouB^ united to the most tmdftunted brKVMjr, as tiie 
Golundauze, or Native Artillery ^ th* Induu army, which 
has everywhere and on every oeoasion maaifested iiadi ba4h in - 
the British Servioe, and that of the varioias Eastern Soveteigns. ^ 
T^eir devotion to their gnns is something whoch perhaps no 
other army in the world ever witnessed; andwhateverodds may 
be opposed to them, however despecate any shaooe of wieeess, •' 
they will defend them to the last ; and in «veiy cefBtest celebrated = 
in the annals of India, they have invariably been found sofoming - 
to retreat when their pieces eonld not be tsavied ofi^ and ire* - 
jecting aU quarter, have been out down at theiv gnns. lA th# 
bloody battle of Mahidpoor, whioh foUowedthe seoond raptcff^^ 
of Holkar's government with the English, some yeak« altar the ' ' 
malady of Jeawunt Bow had tenxdnated in lofia detfth, 'lbli'£il» ' 
attended the men to whom our present nafemtive r^fefs, wliO' 
perished amid the uxiiveraaL regret and admlnntimi of theiil 
enemies. Almost at the very commenoemeut of thif^ meaxbrable' ^ 
action, a large body of HqjlJkar's oaralxy, irh» were etftillon^d 4}ii - - 
the left rear of the artillesy, seized with a dugcaoefdl pudd, '-- 
abandoned their position in the most dastardly mann«r, and- - 
such was the indignation, of the artUlerymeii •Jb^ithid'il&mti^' ' 
defection of their comrades, by whjjoh thdir 'flaaiks and rottr were 
altogether uncovered, that, turiing coond some of their guns, ' 
they poured a storm of grape and caoist^ into ^th^ir lunks, 
giving them, as they charaoteristieidly expressed' it, << SomdtHiBg' ' 
to run for." The fasiliing we havie dQuded t& cetH^aiini^ reMhe^* * 
the highest pitch of ^nthuctiaskn, and has -e^u s<Mne1iiing 
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g^,^iji^,,l^^,l;^eQ^. eij^ii^nt to explain to bim haw 
n]^tter8,.3^09d. Aa tiie figuie of the well-known 

renrfff^ntnal 'in ita Q«!?iii^ of at least Ikttd, as I remamber it some 
eight and twenty years sincq^ when in the artillery lines it waa 
no uncommon occurrence to see the guns decorated with chaplets 
of flowers, id oommemofation of any event in which they had 
beeti engaged. Sio stroAg and aensitiYO s this peculiatity, that 
it has occasionally given rise to scenes somewhat bordering upon 
th» ludicraus, and af one cf these I was myself a witness. On 
a gzttnd field'day^ in whidi all the troops composing the division 
weira aasemiblad, under a distdnguished General Officer recently 
anivfld from Europe^ who had never previously served in India, 
it hMl been arrmged in the programme of the manoeuvres 
to be ejjoeut^df that the light field-artillery were to be momen- 
ta]Qily captured by a squadron of oavaliy detached for the purpose. 
AH had proceeded with the utmost order and preciBion, till the 
pefiod arrived for the execution of that part of the order 
of <th&'df^ relatiTa to the guns, which were posted between 
twasquares of infantry, the one composed of one of Her Majesty's 
Gojcps, the other of a regiment of Sepoys, into whose ranks the 
artiUeryioeii weve to have fallen on the charge being made. On 
thov^valry galloping up and making known to their commander, 
a veteran -old Sonbahriah, how they were to proceed, the latter 
waa Ibet ai Iklessto understaod the meaning of what was intimated 
to hiiDk 'He was, I think, one of the finest specimens of the Raja- 
po«^e-i race I ever remember to have seen : upwards of six 
fee^iqhmghty hk powerful athletic figure, though he had been 
nearly 1^ a oeatuxy in the service, w»s erect as a poplar, form- 
ing, a ^gttlair oontraflt io tiie silvery colour of his enormous 
wfaidpw»/aiid mustaohioB, which wei^ white as the driven snow. 
On ^being explailMd to him, 'tbAi thd guns were by l^e existing 
hypo$ftesi0 supposed to betaken, the effect of th« announcement 
was^ iw^paeted «6 it* was sitrprising, as jumlping astride the 
neare^tgun, the old gentleman waved his sabre round his head, 
and ffwore that he woiild out down the firat man who pre- 
sumed to touch tb«m| irtulehis wfaiakersasid knustachios seemed 
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noble Arab chaiger and bis rider burst upon the 
scene, tbere was a momentary increase in the con- 
fusion which prevailed, but which almost imme- 
diately subsided into the most perfect silence. 

"What is this?" said the deep, stern accents 
of Harcourt, and his voice seemed to echo like 
a trumpet-call to the remotest extremity of the 
ground. " Who has dared to create a spirit of 
disaffection and mutiny where I command ? To 
your gun^ this instant! — serrez vos rangs! — at- 
tention !" he continued, giving the prefatory orders 
as if for his usual parade, "and let me see if 
all or^er is lost here ! " 

positiyely to dilate and stand erect, with the wrathful and 
indignant feeling the intimation had excited. " Confound the 
old fellow's obstinacy I " said the captain commanding the sqnad. 
ron : " lay hold of the guns there directly/' he shouted to his 
men, feeling perhaps in some slight measure irate at the loud 
laughter which issued from the ranks of the infantry, to whom 
the scene was evidently a source of oonsidei^able amusement. 
Several of the troopers sprang from their horses in compliance 
with their leader's orders, but the belligerent attitude of the 
veteran Soubahdar was now backed by the rammers and sponge- 
staffe of his men, which, brandislMd in their brawny and vigorous 
arms, threatened a solution of the question at issue, which must 
inevitably have terminated in some broken heiads, when fortu- 
nately the General, followed by his staff, gall<^ped up to the 
spot to enquire what was the cause of the confusion apparently 
prevalent. On the state of aflfiurs being explained to him, he at 
once withdrew the order, and apologising to the old warrior for 
his inadvertence in having issued it, good humour was at onee re* 
stored. I accompanied Sir Edward — *— to hiB qutyrt6r% when 
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His words seemed to act with the Spirit of 
magic upon the rioters ; all was order and obedi- 
ence upon the instant ; the scattered pieces of tlie 
guns were collected, and the cannon remounted, — 
the men fell into their ranks, the horses were har- 
nessed to the tumbrils, and the whole stood forth 
the representative of the most exact and perfect 
discipline, where a few minutes previously all had 
been turbulence and insubordination, 

** And now," said Harcourt, "what has been 
the cause of all this disturbance ? Let me repeat 
the question, and demand who has dared to create 
mutiny and disaffection in a camp under my orders? 

tlid pftrade waa over, and apparently the incident had deeply im- 
pVQflsed him, as he constantly repeated : " They are splendii 

• 

f«UowB tho8em«n certainly — true soldierly feeling — ^true soldierly 
fteling." It was not tiU twenty years afterwards that I again 
a«t the veteran in England, when his first question was whether 
I remembered the episode of the old Soubahdar, and requesting 
to know if the men still retained the chivalrous and high-minded 
•eatiments which then disttngoished theoL I could not reply 
to the latter part of his query from my own personal know- 
\9dg9, but mmrtioned I had reoeiKtly been iafonned by some 
cftetvsy that the reduction of the pay, and some other 
tm»mxm on the part of the Goveinment, prevented 
thi&r now obtaiBiaig the superior qUsb of men who formerly 
entered the servke^ The galion/t oaytain who eonunanded the 
sqpuidroii of cttvatay «pon tbis oooacnon, is now a Aeverend Doctor 
in tb« Horth of Boglaad, aod should these pages by any chance 
evir meet hia ey% it may perhafw oauae a smile in the remi- 
it vill read to hia mjjid. 
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The men gLmc^ £rom^ one to iiiioihdf^ Mt*lbr 
some time no msw^ iraa r^ltti^ned; at length « 
no![i-^eoiiimi«moHed - officer etdpped forward^ and 
rehmi^atially galutmg Mk ehief^ said >^ ' 

><Joonab'(Bso6ll0Xie7), about hil^taa-hoiir be£bace 
daybreak, we recemd a isudien otOer, aa if issued 
by ycnirself, in the name of tbe Makarajafa, to 
march to Indoie. The maxidate wto ptampAj- 
complied with, and it Was o)ofy when psepared 
to mount that we found no such ingtmotions had 
been oonveyed to the lest of tiie ttoops, and it 
T^as doubtfiil if any direetioiis regaiiding thiff 
movement had been giyen by yoomelf . On respect^ 
ftdly seeking to ascertain this, that person (pointifig^ 
to their newly arrived commander,) threatened US' 
with the vengeance of tfais Government, in whdite' 
name he- acted, unless the most impH^H (^SEfence 
W!as yielded to his orders. We demand^ lli^ 
sanction of your cOncmrrenee, add yfvsm iflieai me^ 
naced with force to compel us to stibmissiofa, <xfe 
healing which, some of the i!tfen> would h^ve ^ t^ 
him to pieces, btlt he woi fsaved 'fwni>'tlifeit'<fttty 
foi* tile purpose of being dfettiVeifed trp'to j^bul^r . ' It 

<*^This, then^ is your work?" said -^HaixiouKtj 
tmtmng \ip!n!k ^t t^ r I rn 

The detected conspirator replied feuileiily,'<Ji«ili 
he 'acted uwde^^* tMk^^s orftettT*, bM'^'felatfed 



p^hq^ Mib& £eree und yitldietiye .glaakoes wbiich 
sae£ • hm view ba ^v^ side, he produced irrijkteiir 
jbstrodtkoSi.ftndQr th^ Mahibrajaji'« seal, to show 
that he asse^teA looffaiiig biatt what wad Absolute 
tnx&k Th^ Sfirdiwiiioh he tendased toHaixtcmrt 
%aB in tbee MfldiSHbtn langaage, of whieh he 
possesaod a TG97 liinited kjaowledge, but a glance 
was fiuffici^Bt to Qooaviiice him tb&t the signet 
Was ge^^ae; and^thoiigh he entertained to doubt 
i^ his ^nfm. mind that the man w»s a willing 
age&ii in wfartr w^ a treofdh/erous intrigue against 
his aisthcsritf, and in all probability thia lifb> 
Biid^r Q^jling.(^fe«infitonces he 001M not bring 
T^mM tp we apy measure of retalia^ioEQi against 
skjame hii^Ung, ^ting mid^ the instruetions oi 
(m^i^ powei&l to be reaehed. 

. H Weife I *<^(Serve yon as yoa merit," said Har«- 
<»2tirt,tjjrt6rDlrfi$)ddi}easing the traitor, ^'I should causi^ 
yom to be bangedrto thei murost tsee ; as wb^ikm 
iki&,do(mmi^t is- a forgj^ or othoiwifle, napBraon 
b^itWipo^^n tQ imm^ «Vff tffd^irsy no ^soait^ ema^ 
i^tfcgf 6i^i»frWbdm>,i*nle«» by Ihe sawstion, and 
through^ t3je ^hpniiel of the goJdieis' inuj^ediate' su- 
pfcfiBioui. iBut-begomsJ q'wit tlm/oemp fWi th^ instant, 
and in the went jof:jrQfUr:ftgaia .being fouiid withia 
ita^eoine<$k:|;h^<J^^?k§>eq}io5i^S'?^t t^ith y^m^^." 
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of impotent but yindictive bate, and tben-basiljr 
quitted tbe spot. _ '• 

In tbe course of tbe day, Haxcourt rode down 
tbe lines of 'tbe general bazaar at tbe period 
wben it was usually most crowded, in bopes of 
discovering Ibe maa wbo bad deUveied bim tbe 
letter on tbe preceding eveaiing. His expectations 
were not disappointed, as, seated in a tent sur* 
rounded witb bales of clotb, and otber articles 
of mercbaadise betokening tbe opulence of a 
wealtby and flourisbing trader, was seated bis 
friend, apparently diligently occupied in tbe 
exercise of bis calling* Tbe stir created by Har^ 
court's appearance caused bim to look up, wben 
tbeir eyes met in instantaneous recognition ; a warn* 
iug glance, bowever, unseen by any but bimself, 
intimated to tbe soldier tbat be was not in any 
way to notice bim, thougb in passing down tbe 
street, after advertixig to some casual commissariat 
details, be carelessly enquired of tbe Kotwal^* 
wbo assiduously attended bim, if be knew aog?/^ 
tbing relative to tbe merchant: v^ quesliQiiu ' i -.-rji. 

Tbe aoiswer was that be had onlyr red€a*fly 
/arrived in camjp, but from being evidently rich» 
bad been enabled to appropriate to bii^self a 
considerable trfiflSc, by undewelUng bis ctrtn- 

*' ^he 4)m9f .<^ Sttpermtendont of ^ Baapir. • 
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JjfetStoi^, and consequently acquiring no slight 
degree of popularity among the soldiery. There 
was nothing In any way remarkable in this com- 
tnitnioation, tod musing upon what could create 
the interest this man seemed apparently to take 
in what concerned him, or by whom he could be 
actuated in doing so, Harcourt vainly strove to 
obtain a solution of the enigma. 

For nearly three weeks after the occurrence 
which had created such commotion in the camp 
all was order and tranquillity. The different 
c6lnmanders who had succeeded their European 
predecessors, if they nourished any hostile in- 
teotiona towards their superior, at least carefully 
concealed them, sensible that they were vigilantly 
watched by their men, and in fact, in some 
measure, prisoners in their hands, — as not an order, 
even of the most trivial nature, dared they after- 
wards iss^e, till the soldiery were satisfied it had 
"b^n ratified and confirmed by their chief. It 
was ofi6 evening just as night was setting in, 
after Ha5Po6urt had returned from the evening 
pbrade^, that he was aroused by a voice at the 
door of hid tent, flid" accents of which seemed 
fiot' tmfttmiliair to his ear, demanding admittance. 
• 'There is a vague feeling in 'the human mind 
difficult to define, which the merest trifles will 
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tilt MdDd':t>€ hii^ jalkii](t; sdliU^ tdi> ftzw 'Hke 
yi^et; fort ik) liskM. ipiibpoiB: .w^taver^ wkbn^ 
ttya Mawty-but teinporaiijr conodabiiBiit,'/ he {xK^f 
aervfe3-bo& their fivels anid. honour^ 'heooafk6r} t(r 
miikiifeBt to ihem how highly he appiecuifeed 

Troth?'?- . ■ ■ 

. It would be difficult to describe the feeling& 
which pervaded Harcourt as he perused the wam- 
in^ ihiB emgalBT epistle conveyed^ of the truth 
aud aceoraej of whieh he &lt an inward coa^ 
vicdom^ that no suspicion caused bj the mystery 
attending it could dispel. Careless, y^cIsAbbs ot 
death liimself,^-in &ct, perhaps^ almost disposed 
to welcome it as the greatest boon fate coiild* 
award him — ^would he be justified in whatwonild' 
virtually amount to raising the standard of xevolb 
against a Government, which, notwithstanding its 
present treachery, had previously honoured, trusted, 
and confided in him to the very highest ezilent^ 
attid who at least would have this excuse fijr the 
conduct they had displayed, that ever acouatodied' 
to duplicity and falsehood themselves^ they.cDuIdr 
not be led to disbelieve in its esEist^ncei motUe&rs?^ 
Besides, as tibie letter sj)ecified, cbuld. he wanj|<)iily 
sacrifi^ce the lives of the hmve meaa he com*-^ 
manded, for what' was at least la miy .questionable 
point of honour ? ♦ - /. » 



)>IHev'S]([roQb EapoioUljF ttp.ind dowmthii tcbit Sat 
air£iw piiinited,'/aiid^"|tlijep isaddenly^ JEtcdng i juur 
visitory' whoan be" eyedu.with ths 'sWnwat and? 
okDsest scratiaj^ he fiaEdv "Old! mailj difipbsed a» 
I am to place implicit comfidence in liie 'isrteili^'' 
gence you have conveyed, what proof have ymi 
to adduce that uronld justify me in : aoting ^ bp 

to it?'' ' 

** If the noble Dharcoor Sahib," TctBTBed* the 
stranger, clasping his trembling hands togethery 
" would receive a coiroboaration of what liiat letter 
oontaans, five kos* from this he will find it to 
8tn e!s;tent he little thinks o£'' And again the 
fbding of horror, which had previously manifested 
itdeif in tihe agitation visible on his first entering 
liLe tent, seemed to shake his whole frame more 
oonvnlsively than before. 

' Suddenly he approached Harcourt, and in felter- 
iflg but distinct accents, whispered something in his 
ear* The efieet was magical ; the soldier started 
back, and in a low, broken voice, expressive of 
thb deepest anguish arid sorrow, exclaimed, "Good 
Ged 1 cam this possibly be true ? '• 

The old man shook Ms head. " In two hourfe' 
time/' he aaid, "you will have bo occasion to 
i%lpeat the question, aS' you will have oonvinced 

* A kos is something less than two £nglidb iiidlee. 
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jotiEself ; bat darkness is asoond us, Dhivooor 
Saliib; time to us at this momant is wiiat geld 
is to the worldy and each xmnute tbat passes: is 
a loss that oannot be repaired! My lond's aro- 
BoluiioB I am to conclude is taken?'' 

^^ It is," seplied Hmrcouzt^ and seizing his sabie 
and placing his pistols in his belt) he thiew his 
cloak oyer his shoulders, and followed his goide 
from the tent. Thej moved forward swi&ly and 
silently, and entering the lines of the general 
bazaar, passed oat at the extremity, a few paees 
from which was situated the river, upon whose 
banks the encampment had been pitched. The 
night was fortunately extremely dsjrk, and as 
they neared the line of the watchful and vigilaaif 
sentinels, the summons to stand and for one of 
the party to advance and. show himself^ wiis 
answered by the native. In this manner fchey 
proceeded without molestation, and descending the 
bank of the stream, found a small boat in readiness, 
on entering which, it was immediately pushed off 
from the shore, the men in charge of it pro- 
pelling it with the utmost rapidity, towards the 
opposite side. 

On arriving there, they found a.hor^e vssAj 
saddled and accoutred ia the native 0t|)rle, and 
a stout, strong, amblings pony of the description 
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*ttim)All5l^ ridden' by meiehaiite, bankers^ and oilers 
oGeupiied in peaceful professions; Whispering to 
Ea3:eetu?t tkiat he iras to ride the fiist^ the oid 
ittan mounted the seoond^ and leading the waj, 
they both I'ode off at a aharp^ brisk rate:, which 
6oon left the en^^ampment far behind thetUw 

Alter a ride of rather more than tw6 hours 
ihey eame to a large village^ which the soldier 
recognised as one containing in its neighbourhood 
a scimmeiShouse and gardens belonging to the 
Maharajah, a place which, accompanied by his 
'Zenana, he was formerly in the habit of often 
frequenting, though of late his visits there had 
been discontinued. Ail was still as they ap- 
pi^oached; the inhabitants, even at that early hour, 
bdng apparently buried in profound slumber* 
His guide reined up as they reached the outskirts, 
and requesting Harcourt on no account to stir 
ftom the spot, dismounted from his pony, and 
fastening the bridle to a tree that was near, left 
ihim alon^. 
' Hel was absent (or some time, and a slight 
degree of suspicdon had begun to arise in the 
Englishman's mind, when the man returned, 
d^diring him also to leave his horse, and fellow 
him. His guide beiit his dteps towards a chuoltry 
about ^ty yards distant, situated in the midst 
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oC a tope, or grove, oa arriving at whioh^ he pvo* 
ceeded to blow into a Qame a tordi that he earned 
ia bid hand. He had however ficarcely ac^ 
complished this before hiB whole frame shook vn& 
s^b visible agitation, ihat he almost let it fhlL 

^' The illuatriou3 Dhurooor Sahib^'' he at length 
snid with a faltering voice^ ^^has aaked me for 
proof of what I have asserted; let him then 
enter this fonl den of treachery and mnider, and 
gfatisfjr himself with hia own eyes of the truth 
of the hideons history I have related to him/' 

With a feeling of sickening horror which he 
could not dispell Harcourt followed the old man 
into the interior of the building, bnt had scarodj 
proceeded a dozen steps, before his very feet seemed 
rooted to the ground, as liiey splashed in a perfctet 
stream of human gore, while before him, coveircA 
with innumerable wounds, lay the lifelesd ' bodied 
of Ryan, and two other of his brother officers, fdl 
of whom were English. • "H 

The soldier fdt bis brain reelings though' be cimU^ 
not withdraw his gaze &om the fi^btfiil, ^xaartl]?} 
spectacle he beheld. From the positioiOu in wjhfa^h 
the Tmfortunate victims lay > th^ had- evidently ham 
murdered «3 they. slept ; worn o»t;iin aU pjoibabililiy 
by'fatigue, whicb ^n^bl^.ibe i^^M&sinsute steal 
upop. thi&m withoji^t <^eati9g my^ ahmn, m- there wm 
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nof^vegtigewluitever of any^»tiiiggle batiiig ooctbteA; 
ttkd Ae sword ereii of on^ of them, -which! th^ 
de8tr(^eia had fi^gotten in their haste, lay undtawif 
loy the aide of its nnfortunate owner ! 

Ab Harcourt leaned against a pillar fbr mip^ott; 
the old man, casting a mouauM glance upoii the 
terrible sight presented to their vieiir, said • with 
tears streaming from his eyes, ^'Ahl Dharcoori 
Sahib, nobk and nnsusj^cious themselves, thejr 
WCf e too late sensible of lie wiles of" the false and 
treacherous tyrant they had served but too well ; 
anid yet it was Ihought they were warned in time, — 
biKt' muiderj when actuated by the most fiendish 
mialice, and prompted by that spirit of fear and dis- 
trust, the absence of which it cannot appreciate in 
others, i^ ever beforehand with its victim. Con- 
iinodd of their danger, and of the treachery intended 
tibeim/they fled in hopes of finding a temporary 
shelter with you, till they could gain the British 
frontier, unaware that you yours^ were the object 
df (tike Utteifest rancour to the Maharajah. Over- 
pdwered i«dili ffetigue, foi^ they had ridden nearly 
eighity ihiks without food' or rest, and arrived 
frithinf thi^" short jfii&tance of yooit catep, deeming 
iJoBthAeJfes: ii safety at' l^ast for some hours, they 
lay down to obtlfcki a short respite of repose. AI- 
Biort'i»*th«f flt»t'MWflie^«'df'thiir'sltilnb^^^ their 
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mtirdereis stole iipxrthtm, xoikymd ffrhi /uraa QB^tin! 
load, bound wi& all flpoed TlpcRLtbe eiimd-of j^vobr 
CPvm preMrvation^ witnossed- tins ^pastufti > . of /'dbB! 
assassins, as, all ooTerad .ld& the bkndr:of n &cb^ 
idctims, and taking with them their horsee,. and; 
wissii&reT other plunder tibe j had bem ablb to 
collect, they hmried fiom the rritiage. The hosncoij 
struck spectator contiimed his ymmey vi&. tH'&B 
rapidity which &ar could diotale, imA on hoa arziwal 
in camp, hastily coaunanicatBd to me ibhe'iGeaiM 
scene he had witnessed, as well as liie (measpna 
which had been taken for securing your crmiifesB,hbyi 
But come. Sahib, this is nopbce irawforttAi befim 
moxmng you must be miles awiay^ or deatruisiioft 
will await not oidy yourself, butr-^bai^-^maiiy oljusn 
besides." . / 

He gently touched JBaatooast by the smxi^ wlua 
still remained with hia gaxe Bnfihmed^:&0cina(f|ed[ 
by iht dareadfdl upectaole bef om hitm^ : sftuying hin»£ 
self however firoia his stupor, 'he iitag^socidallxrihiif 
guide, almost nneonseioMi where • hb /footsteflft Ibi 
him. The old man proceeded iBs^wakis the gardBiw 
of the Mahftrsgah which we have Aloie4yi)e&nreil.4i9f 
and on amving fkt t^ wall, .he iktitmd . ^attei^iiiely 
for a few moments, and theur opening li omU posrr 
tern door, he motioned to Hjaroojoartito Mkt^ yhUk > 

Swiftly but cautiously they moved imfwAAi^ 



faoiise^ HLvwliiiQii a U^t glinunered a^ one of the 
-wiD^dws coalj^ appaieotly BiddBfifid with wliich, the 
jmiiyfi'approafi^d the veiaaidah in its front, wheie 
stood a palu^piiB packed tod acoanged «s if lor a 
jbnmey. : 

^' TJks gteateg^;of tii& perik," he said, addreeeiing 
Hareonrt^ ^'^hidismTonnded you, Dhdxcoor Sahib, 
ar^ now passed away : liiej wero many and inuni*- 
nent, and snch as yon, perhaps, nnaconsiomed to 
Mahntitta duplicity and iieachefy, would aearcely 
oanpiehand. To whose exertions youx safety has 
been wiBg, ahoold aU things termina;te as piospe* 
lOQSiy as Iheyhave fae^gvn, you will one day know; 
in tiia mean time the rest <^ the joumey beftxre yoa 
tatast be Qomj^bied in this,'' pointing to the palan*- 
quin, ''which, throughout the whole period, is on 
nd aiDcaaBt to be opened, e^en during the night, but 
iiefti .casefblly closed, except on such occasions 
aviid may be set down dunng the relief of the 
bedkrens, itiieafiira given tone yon will find your'* 
ielf dpnej Any infringemeoi of these instructions 
itdHf ncEt only be pixftdnothre of instantaxieous de* 
stMetion to. yoaiBelf^ ImA ixkxa the risk of being 
equally liktal t^ ihoise, who have hazarded Hfe, and 
idorc ' thaii life, to preserve you from that doom 
whidti hai^ ao unhappily befallen your friends and 
cctotrym€n«" 
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He assisted Haiooiirt to »iter the pukaqiiiii as 
he spake, the latter haviBg during this period alto- 
gether xeeovered his courage and piesence of mind, 
which instinctively assured him that following 
the counsel and directions of his guide was the 
only course for him now to pursue. Having placed 
himself in the conreyance, and disposed his sabre 
and pistols so as to be readj to his hand at a 
moment's warning, he awaited the result of what 
was subsequently to follow, as the old man, closing 
the door, and repeating emphatically the word 
"Remember!" immediately afterwards quitted him. 

Within a quarter of an hour after his depar- 
tare the light of torches was seen and the sound 
of human voices heard approaching, which Hsiv 
court conjectured proceeded from the bearers who 
were to carry him on his jcMimey. His surmise 
proved correct, as the palanquin was almost imme* 
diately lifted up and he was borne rapidly away. 
Throughout the night his route continued, the men 
being changed at each stage with the lapidiJy of 
magic ; at times it struck him he heard the clatter 
of hoofe at a short distance, expressive of a body 
of horsemen being either in pursuit or following 
the vehicle as an escort, but the sound was in- 
distinct, and as they came not near, nor seemed in 
any way to gain upon them, it was evid^it ike 



Smrmm wx^ipoBition wiAimfavadbBoi, aid twioe ohly 
"wdifHKthe palanqum nms. pknedjofttlie pcomj^ -and 
Ji0iopeiied!lhjiirdiipia«ftbe(aQOveg^a^ £» th6.|ltli^r 
pas0 <£ breatdftng' t^e l^ncb': Air /is. gseatec £reedoai 
thitn ' coold 1)0^ affilrSed - hy: ifas > hiilfiHcldaed lofctifiO^ 
Haceoiuiv fiB'ihe . sUti jDqaB: kadi jnefriDilalT) apprafisd 
idOLf fbimfl 'kkiradf vdiodl^ Aiime> tlieibkze of die 
tondiesb atiditiie vdLaea ofttbe beaiors inTaiiaUj 
wanaing Uim.of Ibeiria^paroaoliiDg Tcrtttsn. 

A fdioxt peiJod befoace daj-bte^k, as faar as he 
oocdd judge, 'lie &lt tfaa blood rnahto his heart, azvd 
timn icouree fieroelj through his veins, as the. coci- 
^ri»(BStm forced itsehf upon his ntiiid, that he was 
in:^ midst of a lai^ bodjr of troops proceedbg 
tBpiA a serrice^ of the nature of which he felt too 
wdi actfttsed. It .was evident, howeTei, that the 
ir^ebiale which convftyed him, evexywh^e inspired 
tiitt highest degix^' of respect, as the xanks were 
opened, luad way- prcmptly made lor its advance 
Wffm Alb iDBtsas^ ikon^ in.what this feeling origi- 
nated it was nnpossihlB &r him to ccwteeive. 

As morning dawned he wa» esaabled to ohserre 
the interior of the.ooiiveyance in which he reclined^ 
which was not only most Ixxxniioas, bnt gorgeous 
in the extreme. The lining was of rich figured 
yellow damask, fringed with gold embroidery, with 
pillowB, and rezyes, or ooverlets of the finest 

Y 
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iUBchenpor^ of ai similar colour*; it waaidifferentlin 
obnatmotioiii from those genetallj .in use among 
Eyropeaiis^ being muck broader^ more coioitxodiQiUS, 
Hmd made of B^Qch lighter materifil»: .hb wM& .ab» 
partialljT enabled to discoyer that libe extedor yras 
covered with a profoBion of gilding, the whole ei:" 
pressive of its harang belonged toBome perBoaa of 
the highest rank and station* On the jroof > tvias a 
light silk network ia which were placed papeos of 
dried fruits, and a description of msk, or bi^coit, 
which were evidently intended . as • paroviaioiDS 
for the journey. 

' For two suceesaiTe da}r8 and nights the xontB 
continued, Harcourt wearying himself in the eifihrt 
to discover who was the being to whose miADcoiiAt- 
able interest in his welfare he had beea.flo much 
indebted, and vainly endeavDoring to.amv^ at 
some probable solution, as to how his presei^t ^- 
gular adventure was to tenninate. As tha eveiiioig 
closed in of the second day of fais' jxHtrney, ^9^ 
darkness was feilling, the pahmquin enteired -Ac 
suburbs of what was evidetaliy a krge and populous 
city. It proceeded for sdme time through a }^mt^ 
of bystreets, oocasionally erossing.BQnie/ tsa^e 
and wellrlighted faozaaiH^the bilsy hwai ^. ^fihuk 
announced the flouri^ng en^^rgy ai^d activity^ of its 
conmierce — and then it entered a vaulted archwaji^t 
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which, from the clang of amiB T^hkh fell upoii ids 
ear, and the sound of the measured tread of the 
sentineb, it was evident a miKtaiy goaid was *«- 
tionedr Passing onward, it apparently moved 
through (Several courts, in one o£ which it was sat 
down, a voibe almost immediately afterwaxds com. 
manding the bearers to withdraw. 

There was a period of silence of some momenta,, 
during which Harcourt was led to belieye he heard 
a suppressed whispering ; then there was the sound 
of a door opening close beside him, a hand was 
laid upon that of the palanquin, and a female voice 
exclaimed, " Let the noble Surdur * enter without 
distrust and suspicion, since all danger and 
hazards are at an end as long as he remains within 
these walls/' 

• Harcourt stepped out, and then became aware 
thaf he was within the precincts of a court belongs 
ing to some very large and extensive native build- 
ing, evidently the residence of a person of high 
rank or great wealth, and close to a door leading to 
a narrow staircase, at the entrance of which stood 
an elderly female, partially veiled, bearing a light, 
and who, as soon as he appeared, beckoned to him 
ko follow* The Englishman complied without the 

* A term signifying a Military Chief, or Commander of h5gli 
*<yanlEftf •.• > ) 
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slightest hesitation ; and passing through the open- 
ing, thej ascended to what seemed to be a squaxe 
gallery, extending ronnd the sideB o£ an inner 
court, the balustrades of which were of curiously 
antique carving in teak-wood, almost black by 
age. Branching from this, at one of the angles 
at the extremity, was a broad passage, appa- 
rently leading to other apartments, from several 
doors opening into it, and at one of these his 
guide stopped. Touching a lock or spring, it 
rolled back upon its hinges, and revealed a small 
but handsomely frimished chamber, adorned with 
every description of Eastern luxury and splen-' 
dour. 

Accosting him in imperfect Hindostanee, the 
female now gave Harcourt to understand that the 
suite of rooms — of which the present one formed 
the sleeping apartment — ^was to be his abode for 
some time ; and that irksome as such a confinement 
must be to him, he most on no account seek to go 
beyond them, as in doing so, he would not only- 
entail certain death upon himself, but cause the 
ruin and destruction of many other innocent per- 
sons, including those through whpse iisftuenda 
and exertions his own life .had been preserved jW 
that his sole attendant, during this interval, woold* 
be herself, to whom h*d been assigned the duty of 
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being n^ar hini^ to answer to His slighfest com- 
niands ; and that every effort would be made 
during his «tay to render his seclusion as agreeable 
as such a state could permit. 

In saying this — ^having made a reverential orien- 
tal salutation — she withdrew, leaving the soldier 
alone. Left to himself, Harcourt for a moment 
glanced round the apartment, which was lighted 
with perfumed oil from a large silver lamp. Over^ 
come, however, by the fatigue of his journey (for 
oppressed with anxiety and anguish during its 
continuance, he had scarcely closed his eyes 
throughout the whole period), he undressed, and 
despite the perplexing nature of his present situa- 
tion, its mystery, and, perhaps, its danger, he threw 
himself upon a charpoy, and was soon buried in 
profound repose. 

His slumber was evidently of a deep and length- 
ened character; as the next morning, when he 
awoke, the sun was streaming brightiy through the 
lattice of the chamber. He started up ; a strain of 
soft sweet mumc seemed to ring upon his ear, and 
for some moments he was doubtftd of the reality of 
all that had passed. The reminiscences of the 
last few days, however, quickly and vividly recurred 
to his mind, and as he spmng from his couch, he 
1:)ecame sensible of the nature of his position. 



326 EOMANCE rf* !«l!te«iEY LIFE. 

The itiT0si6 he had heaid ptocfeedeld -fiiom a hiamd^* 
some ormolu French clock, cMmihg the hoti? of 
eight ; and the air it played--a pretty little to-J 
mance tvhich he well remembered haTing heludi 
in fonher days — caused him to press hia hand 
tightly to his heart, as if endeavouring to keep 
down the aching and spasmodic emotion that arose 
within him. Almost in the same ins1!ant his atten-^ 
dant of the preceding evening entered the apart* 
ment, bearing a tray containing the bread, fruit, 
and other suitable refreshments, forming the usuid 
oriental meal of the morning. 

Having placed these on a low inlaid taUe, she 
again withdrew ; and the soldier found himself 
once more alone. Left to his own reflections, 
Harcourt turned his attention towards examining 
his chamber, which excited within him no less 
curiosity than surprise ; and in the richness which 
distinguished it, he had certainly never met with 
anything similar throughout his Eastern career; 
though he called to mind having frequently heard 
it asserted that the houses of the omtahs, or nobles, 
and opulent natives, often exhibited in their in- 
terior (to which few persons beyond their own im- 
mediate family circle ^ere ever admitted), a degree 
of luxury and splendour, very dtffferent to the plain 
and unadorned style observable in their apartments 



ti$uft% 4QVWked[to, tlip wcftpitipp fqf vi»t<?or^.pr t^ 
1ftai]^ft<:;|i(Hi of boaiiiessj bx thea^,' ad' fax aa lie 
had €i1^rYe4> £ona&d .a 3ingi^la|r.c9XLtraat to the 
toom lie XJkOW owupi^, . whiohi, thpngh small, ex- 
liibited a perfept picture pfprient^ Aega^fff^ and 
lichness. 

The dooiss md lattices wexe of deeply and beauti* 
fWly carved d«xk wood, inlaid with mother^f-peaxl 
asid every variety of coloured ivory, blending in 
character with the walls and ceiling, which were 
covered with a profusion of gilding, intermixed 
with brightly-painted birds and flowers, in all the 
eay aaad brilliant colourinff of the East. The floor 
IL carpeted with the choicest productions of the 
irariws looms of Hindoatan, carelessly scattered 
over which were several cushions of sky-blue satin, 
.embroidered in gold ; and in various niches in the 
wall were several very valuable French clocks, of 
the style generally known as Louis Quatorze ; but 
with the exception of what we have mentioned, 
|a^dthe small table and charpoy upon which Har- 
conrt had slept during the night, the apartment was 
destitute of furniture, in the European acceptation 
. pf th^ term. These two last-named articles were 
of wood, oovered with thick plates of massive 
silver, carved in workmanship of the most highly- 
, fipwhed descriptiQn, whUe the bedding and cover- 
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lets of the latter -nrerQ ibrmad of i^wligl of ,tb0 
finest cachemire. 

Leading from this ohaiaber was a smaSl bathing 
room, with, watex placed in vessels of earthenware, 
and lazge £>lds of linen ready for immediate ase ; 
while at the opposite extremity it opened upon one 
much larger, of a character similar to ihe first, and 
ronnd which ran a galleiy of fretwork, reaching 
within a few feet of the ceiUng. In this apart- 
ment Harcourt found writing materials, and, some-- 
what to his astonishment, seyeral French worksi 
more than half a century old, and whioh, appa- 
rently placed there as a source of recreation to him- 
self, had in all probability once belongsd to those 
earlier gallant French adventurers, whose pzesenee 
was everywhere welcomed throu^iout Central 
India, under the power and influoice of the re* 
nowned and celebrated Bussy (the French Clive), 
till the genius and brilliant talents of that gre^t 
soldier and statesmen became neutralized by the 
mean jealousy of Lally, a feeling whieh led to 
those reverses that ultimately terminated in the 
downfeU of the empire of his couBrfxymen in the 
East, and in consigning himself to the scaffold* 

On preparing to dress, he found thai dorbg Ihe 
night his clothes h^ been removed, rad a plain 
but rich Mahratta costume substituted in tlwiir 
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pla6e« His asTDd/however, remained ; and satisfied 
of the necessity for the change, considering the 
peculiar nature of his present situation, he at once 
assomed the dress that had evidently heen left for 
the purpose. The day glided away without hh 
seeing any one hut the female slave we have 
already adverted to, who, ever watchfiil and on the 
alert to comply with his slightest wishes, appeared 
studiously to avoid anything like a prolonged con- 
versation wiA him, which her real or affected 
ignorance of the Hindostanee language rendered her 
the more easily able to elude, though, apparently, 
readily comprehending the meaning of any want 
which he occasionally gave expression to. Har- 
court's only resource, therefore, lay in the books 
we have mentioned, the contents of which, unfortu-^ 
nately, were not altogether of a nature likely to 
prove attractive for any lengthened period. 

In this manner hours, days, the space of nearly 
three weeks had passed over, and Harcourt had 
begun to feel impatient under the restraint he was 
compelled to endure, and, indeed, in some measure 
to find his health fail, in consequence of a mode of 
existence so wholly different firom what his previous 
active life had been accustomed to. This was ap- 
parently observed, as one morning, when in the 
larger chamber, a letter was dropped from the 
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gallerj abor^a, which alight at his f€^ . Ap h^ 
pieked it up, he saw at aglano^.it w^.illi,the,8faf^ 
handwriting aB the two previous caia»BTiiuc9jtiiDi>a 
which had reached hin^ and on DpepApg it iread 
the following worda: — - . • t . 

"Have patience; your coo&iement dj?awB to^ 
wards a conclusion ; hut the clouds which hovered 
round you, threatening destruetion on every sidei, 
though they are dispersed, have not yet altogether 
subsided. The search afiter you has been loo^ 
continued and unremitting, havi&g heea conducted 
with all the skill, cunning, and maUgnity which 
baffled hate and the most persevering, enmity 
could dictate, rendering the discovery of aay other 
place of refuge than the one in which you have 
found shelter sure and certain* That . sanctuary 
had been found under the roof of your bitterest 
enemy, in the very Zenana of Holkar himself^ who 
little] dreams that the foe he pursues to death 
with such unrelenting perseverance, as the bedug 
who has destroyed his long^cfaerished visions, alike 
of vengeance and aml»tic»a*i-eaoh night rests in 
peace and security undet the same dwelling as 
himself!" 

It would be difficult to powrttay the feeling*, of 
astonishment with which Harcourt perused this 
singulaor and unexpected q^ostle* That he. oWed 
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h^ "j/i^sei^ation Uf siOMe extraxwdinaiy exertion ef 
fefeiMe' ihfltieiice was now plainly manifest: btti 
to w^se (x!Mittsels and guidanoe could he ascribe 
tltfe prudence, daring, and skilM ability, which 
had effected so successful a resiilt in an enterprise 
fraaght with suoh imininent peril to all engaged in 
its execution 9 It was in vain he tried to arrive 
at any solution of the question connected with this 
adventure, which was only rendered the more re- 
markable from the extraordinary degree of fidelity 
and secrecy which mnat have been observed in 
conducting it« 

It was^ a shwrt lime only after this occtLrrencC 
th^t, one night, Harcourt, having dismissed his 
attendant, had retired to rest, when he was 
aroused from slumber by the sounds of a confosed 
txproar and disturbance, which, distant at firsts 
Seemed to grow more distinct in its nearer ap- 
proach to his own chamber* He started up, un- 
able in any way to aecount for this extraordinary 
contrast to the usual quietude and stillness which, 
up to this period, had so universally prevailed 
around him* Suddenly the confosion appeared 
greatly to increase, and became intermingled with 
wild cries of aliom, accompanied by piercing 
'Screams. 

HarooiUrt jiprang towards his arms, and with a 
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pktol in one hand, and liis sabre in '&e oilier, he 
awaited the dencuemetU of i^vliat was about to occnr^ 
He was not long left in donbt, as the door of his 
apaxtment suddenly, but quietlj opening, gave to 
view the person of his attendant, accompanied by 
three other females, closely veiled, who remained 
without, while one of them exclaimed, in a voice 
which it struck the Eiftglishman at the time was 
aot unfamiliar to his ear, — ^'^ Quick, quick! the 
hour has arrived, and he must leave on the 
instant!" 

Swiftly, but half mechanically, the soldier fol* 
lowed their footsteps, and passing through the 
gallery, and down the staircase into the court 
below, which we have already adverted to, they 
hurried across it, and from thence suoeessively 
into several others. On every side they encoun- 
tered groups of terrified women flying with alarm, 
which, as they reached the exterior buildings of 
the palace, became inteimingled with men^ ^Inle 
crieB wlucl^ suppressed at first, becaaie every 
moment louder in their exclamation, eontimblly 
arose of, ^^ Maharajah dewanee hoguyal '' (^^ The 
sovereign has gone mad.'') 

Upon entering a laige square, in the eentce of 
which was a broad gateway, where a militacy guard- 
was stati(»ied who were- sow under aorms, ihe 



HAiaCOtTRT. 33S 

party tamed down towards a Binall door at the 
opposite extremity. It proved to be open> and, 
passiaig thTough, they found themselves beyond 
the walls of. the palace, around which a dense crowd 
had now begun to assemble. They made their 
way without the least hindrance, or being in any 
way questioned ; the populace being too anxiously 
occupied to notice them, as the vague rumours every- 
where circulated relative to what was the cause of 
the confusion which prevailed, led to the impres- 
sion that some hostile movement, or endeavour to 
phmder the baeaars of the city would be attempted, 
—a not unusual occurrence in Indian capitals, when 
scenes of a similar description have occurred. 

On emerging from the throng, the party pro- 
ceeded rapidly through the city, avoiding the larger 
and more populous streets, and passing down those 
which, at this late hour, were either silent or de- 
serted. Affcer some time they reached the suburbs, 
arid found themselves in the open country, not far 
from the high road. Eetreating from the last, they 
stirndk across some fields, the women increasing 
thfiii: pace at times to a run, and at length arrived 
at what appeared a ruined mosque, situated in the 
midst of some trees, wl^ere stood several palanquitos 
^tith their bearers in readiness, attended by a small 
body jo! horsemen, whose lances were planted in 
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the giound by theii chargers^ lieads, tbfi Mpmrift 
being bridled and saddled, with the leins. hangiqg 
loosely over the shoulders of their tidsr^ as if <m 
the watch to move at a minute'i^ nctic^i :' 

^' Now is our time," said the same yoioe w^hick 
Harcourt had previously heard, and one of tiub 
females^ approaching him, poizitedto the nearestipa- 
lanquin, as if intimating by the moticm tfaiat be wal^ 
to enter it ; — ^^ We have a kaig joomey befbse nri, 
and it is best that we reach the plaoe of our de8fti«* 
nation with all speed, as there is no knowing what 
the events of this night may eventually ' give 
rise to."* 

The Englishman entered the oonveyance, whidi 

* The night here alluded to must be the same as that de- 
scribed in Sir John Maloolm'ft History of Central India, wbfire&n 
he mentions, that the insanifcy of Holkaz^'-of which premonitqiy 
warnings had long previously appeared — all at once burst forth 
in the most outrageous frenzy, and was first discovered to the 
people of the capital by tike ladies of the &nana and the whole 
of its inmates rushing from the palace in the dead of the i^^hi^ 
frantic with terror, and declaring that the Maharajah had at- 
tempted to murder several of them. Aft^ some consulbAion 
among his miossters, a paity of solotieBB ivaa order^ into-^iie 
interior apartments, where the unhappy prince was foun^ en- 
deavouring to secrete himself. He was overpowered and secured, 
though not without oonsiderabl)» difficulty, «s, owiiig to^1& 
great personal stc^ngUi, it seqiujja^d the utmost <^^^t^q# <^t^ 
part of the whole guai^d to master him^ when he was obliged to 
be pinioned like a wild beast. Ko lucid interval, it' wouia 
appear, -ever afterwards revisited hinif - * *« fcjM 



^vi«8f poomptlj-Ii&Bd inm the ground, the honsemeiii 
i§pri^g-iBto theii saddles^ asd the wliole cavalcade 
iDoVedioff '^th as iiuiich rapidity as their mode of 
travelling admitted, a guarded silenoe being main* 
<2uned even Sax a looig time after the capital had 
been left behind tlienu 

iFor thvee lughta and tvro dajs the journey con- 
tmned aliaoBt virithottt intermission^ the relays of 
beavers being" apparently vigilantly on the watch, 
find uo time lo^t in changing them. Twice only, 
dining the heat o£ the day, the palanquins were 
put downy at whidh period Harcourt always found 
himself alone, with the exception of two or three 
of the hoKsemen who were in attendance upon him 
for the purpose of procuring anything he required ; 
though he could perceive, at no great distance, and 
^nerally withdrawn firom view as much as pos- 
sible, several othef conveyances of a similar nature, 
which were evidently accompanying him on his 
route. 

,; On the xuonung of d.e third day, a. dawn was 
just visible above the horizon, they passed a broad 
ani rapid river, which, from the features of the 
jpountxy upon its banks, appearing in some mea- 
sure famiHar" to his memory, Harcourt guessed 
ixt be the Nerbu^da; that stream forming the 
eastern boundary of Holkar's . dominion^^ between 
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the British territotj and the state of BhopaL On 
landing on the opposite side, after a farther oon* 
tinuance of their route between three and four 
miles, the load shouts of the bemrezs, the usual 
intimation of their being near the end of their 
joumej^ caused the Englishman to look out, when 
he became aware of their approaching a small 
encampment, situated in a thick grore of trees 
near a large village. In a few minutes more, amid 
the cries of '^ Bam, ram ! '' * as the convejance was 
set down, he found himself surrounded with aU his 
old servants, who had evidently been awaiting him, 
and who now greeted their master's presence and 
safe return with an applause and sincerity of 
feeling, the more remarkable from Harcourt's 
bearing towards them ; which, while never harsh, 
imperious, or even insulting, as is too often the 
case with Europeans in regard to natives, in its 
cold and reserved exterior, presented a marked con- 
trast to that respectful familiarity ever found sub- 
sisting between the French and their dependents, 
which, in its consequences, has often been pro- 
ductive of advantages to them in many coimtries 

* An exclamation expregsiTe of '''brayo,'' cr ''weUdone,'* 
common among the natives of India, and turaally giyen utter- 
ance to by palanquin-bearers on the termination of a journey, 
or after a very long and fatiguing stage. 
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besides India, that their English rivals are very- 
little aware of. 

Almost, however, before he could acknowledge 
the greeting of his dependents, the soldier became 
sensible of a singular feeling which pervaded his 
whole frame, the force and intensity of which 
seemed to overpower him on the instant. He 
tried to speak, but his tongue failed him ; his 
entire form seemed palsied by cold, — his teeth 
chattered Kke castanets, — ^while liquid fire appeared 
pouring through every vessel in his brain. In the 
next moment he sunk upon the ground, and a few 
hours afterwards lay stretched upon his couch, in 
all the danger and delirium of one of the worst 
fevers of the coimtry. 
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CHAPTER in. 

For days and weeks Harcoxurt lemained m a 
most precarious state, hovearing between. life and 
death* Ills whole existenoe was a world of dreams^ 
in which, fearfol viaions of the past 1t)eGaine. inters 
mingled with fantastic ideas rektiye to thepreaeat, 
alternating, in the various stages ci the dangerous 
disorder which had seized him, between the phrensy 
of delirium, and that utter prostration of ment^ 
and bodilj strength, which places eveb. the most 
triflin&r exertion beyond the remotest possibiili^ 
of beSg attempted. . 

And yet sometimes he would tftsk 'his imnd<<p 
tiie utmost, in the endeavour to- remember what 
wad passiog aatooiid Ihim, though all that :he could 
recal was the appeanlnce of a middletaged, in^ 
telligent looking man, an. Buropeatn, whodt idmes 
stood by hisbedssde, and 8poke.to.him>bcKthr'i]i 
Fiench land EngUslv^Bnoeeeded < iby > what' he 
deemed' >tihei. feverish i ^haiiltasy > of hisiowsi udosi- 
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ordered vision, in the form of several female figures 
clad in the flowing drapery of the East, who seemed 
to gKde like spirits with noiseless tread around 
him. During this period the heated volcano that 
pressed upon the brain apparently never ceased 
for an instant, even when the agonized frame be- 
came blue in its fleshy colouring, from the violence 
of the cold which at intervals paralysed its entire 
being. 

Thufi tkne passed on* One clear, bright after- 
noon, after a prolonged and unusually severe extent 
of suffering, the invalid had sunk into a profound 
dnmber, in the course of which a marked and de- 
eided change seemed to take place in the prepress 
of his malady. Deeper and yet deeper that 
filmnber continued, until the apparent loneliness of 
the soUtude which reigned around, appeared to 
steep the senses of the sleeper into- the most 
absolute oblivion, engendering a feeling of tran* 
quillity and repose, that was still not altogether 
-fldthout Sonne degree of consdousness, which 
seemed to create, in its ideal hemii^here^ a< thin 
tnanspacent mist, thait fllkd ih^ entire sspaco^ in 
whidh. he lay, the pieliidetot a >cod1, gentle breeze 
4hat issued from ii^ ^mpaxiing a jsenseof delicious 
freshness tor the seanedbraiuv &^' Weaicied, fefeieA 
fcmm of. theeiufferer^ He.feltiihat'iiifltieiice.hj&^had 
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once before erperienced amid the pestilential 
marshes of the African coast, though unlike then, 
he heard nothing, saw nothing, tbongh he knew 
that that same unseen and hidden spirit was ex* 
tending its benign and soothing power over him, 
in clearing his mind from the phantasies which 
oppressed it. And for hours this deep and pro*- 
longed sleep continued, and so calm and tranquil 
was its nature, that a spectator might almost have 
•been led to belieye the spirit of life had passed 
away from ita earthly tenement. 

It was towards the approach of one of those 
bright and gorgeous Eastern sunsets, that after a 
period of upwards of three weeks' suflfering, Hard- 
court first awoke to consciousness, and gazed for a 
moment in doubt and bewilderment upon the scene 
which immediately presented itself to his view, 
which almost rendered him disposed to question the 
reality of the events of the last two months, and 
to consider them as the mere chimeras of a dis- 
ordered imagination, consequent upon his illness. 
Jle was in his own tent, a very large and hand- 
some one, forming one of an entire suite, lined with 
red cloth, which had been presented to him by 
Jeswunt Row only a twelvemoBfth previous, when 
he was in the height of his fovour with the Maha- 
rajah : the fiimiture. was exactly the same as he 
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leh it the night of the murder of his comrades, 
when the mysterious warning he had received 
alone saved him from a simUar fate,-his anns, 
books, eveiything appeared in exactly the same 
position, no change whatever apparently having 
taken place since then, with the exception that 
without, the usual stir of a camp had now given 
place to the most profound stillness. 

What we have described was visible to the 
Englishman at a glance, on his iirst restoration to 
a sense of what was passing around him, but on 
attempting to raise his voice, or even to turn him- 
self upon his couch, he found himself so utterly 
debilitated by weakness, as to be wholly incapable 
of the one, and scarcely able with the utmos^t 
difficulty to effect the other. He had, however, after 
considerable exertion accomplished the last, before 
he became aware of one object in the tent, which 
at first had escaped him, and the sight of which 
half led him to believe that even now he was 
3till under the delusion of some disordered vision. 

Seated by his bedside, on a large cushion, was a 
very young and beautiful native girl, whose years 
seemed scarcely to have passed the boundaries of 
childhood. She was fast asleep, with her h^ad 
leaning against the side of the couch, and it was 
evident from her deep and almost breathless repose, 
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as weU as the weariness and exBanstion po«rtmyed 
upon her features, that slumber had stolen upon her 
senses when oppressed, and no longer able to bear 
up against the spirit of fatigue which had over- 
powered her. She was exquisitely lovely, the 
eyes were firmly closed in the deep Lethean trance 
in which she was buried, but the long dark silken 
lashes rested in their jetty fringe upon the downy 
rounded cheek, the complexion of which, of the 
hue and fairness of that Arab race inhabiting^ the 
range of the Alpuxarras (the mountain land, skirt- 
ing the rich garden province of Grenada), was 
rendered the more glowing by the slighest tinge 
of colour, which in its peach-like brightness 
seemed to enhance the expression of her features 
to more perfect beauty. The finely cut lips were 
half open, revealing teeth which in their pearly 
whiteness rivalled the ivory of Serendeb;* the 
beautiful head lay upon one rounded arm which 
equalled that of a Phidian statue, while the other 
hung listlessly by her side; but the hands and un* 
slippered feet, — they were so small, they seemed 
actually almost infantile in their petite fairy-Kke 
proportions, 

Ab Harcourt gazed bewildered upon the bright 
vision seated near him, he was for the moment half 

* Ceylon. 
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disposed to give credit to the Eastern legends he 
had heard, relative to the Gins and Peris which oc- 
casionally visited the earth, particularly when after 
his first astonishment had passed away, his atten- 
tion was turned towards her costume, which 
consisted of a flowing drapery of white muslin, 
completely enshrouding the figure, leaving only 
the lower part of her crimson silk peijamas, or 
trousers exposed to view. In contrast to this sim- 
pHcity, however, jewels of apparently great value, 
were minded in the dark braids of her let black 
clustering hair, which, parted in front, fell in thick 
masses over her shoulders, while around her finely- 
moulded, delicate, swan-like neck, was a pearl neck- 
lace, the beads of which were of uncommon size, 
the clasp that held them being composed of one 
large diamond of the most lustrous beauty. 

Lost in wonder, the Englishman closed his eyes, 
to shut out what he believed to be an object created 
by his still fevered and excited imagination. On 
re-opening them, however, they again fell upon the 
fair vision seated as before, so still, so motionless, 
hjA thoughts might well have led him to believe it 
was a being of another sphere that he beheld be- 
fore him. He tried to speak, in hopes that his 
voice would dispel the illusion, but either through 
weakness, or perhaps an ilMefined feeling par- 
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taking in some measure of sttperstitioas awe, created 
bj long and continued illness, his voice failed hnn, 
and the words he would have spoken, seemed al- 
most suppressed as they rose to his lips. 

Suddenly he heard a low and distinct voice behind 
him, which in guarded and cautious tones said,--^ 
" Meet-ha — ^Meet-ha, my child, you have Mkm 
asleep in so obstinately adhering to the determina* 
tion of continuing your watch, when the Hukeem 
Sahib * told you it was beyond your strength, after 
so many successive days and nights of a similar 
duty, and that you would c«ily injure your own 
health in doing so." 

Harcourt had half closed his eyes as these words 
reached him, but he saw the beautifiil being spring 
to her feet with the grace and agility of an antelope, 
and placing her finger on her lips, reply in the 
same subdued tone, — " Mother, what the Hukeem 
Sahib foretold, has been already accomplished ; his 
sleep has been prolonged up to this period without 
the slightest suffering, the crisis has amved, and 
our noble preserver will be saved, as throughout 
the whole period since the opiate was administered, 
nought but the utmost tranquillity has prevailed, 
all raving and delirium has ceased, and it was per- 
haps the effect of this unusual silence that lulled 

* PhysiciAii. 



my own mTm» to r^)Q9e| ^^han 1 8k>uld h«re beea 
^igUant and watcWal." 

" At least no evil has reeulted feom the circum' 
stance/' was the reply; and the soldier hecame 
aware that a second female had entered the tent, 
whom he conld peroeive to be a person of tall and 
commanding figure, of middle age^ and whose re-* 
lationship to the younger one it would have been 
.easy to determine, had not the address of the 
latter proclaimed the tie which existed between 
them. 

" It wants stiU an hour to the period when the 
Eukeem Sahib mentioned the patient might be 
awakened, should he be unable to be with us at 
the period he anticipated," continued the elder 
lady, " and he yet slumbers in the deep lethargy 
caused by past suffering; but now that there is 
some chance of his restoration to healthful life, tell 
me, Meet-ha, what will this man be to you? " 

The young girl cast down her eyes, a bright 
crimson flush suffused her features, which was 
succeeded by an expression of acute pain, followed 
by the most deadly paleness. After some time she 
seemed to subdue her emotion, and replied in low 
but firm accents — "Mother,, we have discharged our 
duty to our benefactor and preserver, — to him who 
saved us from a fate ve dare not even think of." 
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^^ That obligation at least has Wq requited in 
the active and continued exertions which have 
twice snatched him from the very jaws of destruc- 
tion. Whose influence but your own could have 
persuaded your father's Soucar,* old Bam Dass, 
timid and fearful as he is, to undertake the office 
of proceeding to his camp, and settling himself 
there as a banyan, to warn him of his danger, and 
circumvent it when he arrived, which his ex- 
traordinary means of intelligence alone enabled 
him to effect ? Who but yourself could have in- 
duced your father's devoted and faithful retainers 
to enter upon a service that must inevitably have 
sacrificed not only their own lives, but ours, to the 
despot's wrath, had but the most trifling suspicion 
been entertained, that the palanquin they escorted 
to Indore, not only violated the sacred precincts of 
the Zenana, but actually contained the enemy he 
had sought for with such unrelenting and implac- 
able perseverance. I speak not of your attendance 
at his bedside during the past month, as however 
compromising it may have been in the eyes of our 
people, as equally unbecoming our race, rank, and 
station, gratitude may not only have justified, but 
sanctified the act ; though now that this duty has 
every prospect of being brought to a termination, let 

* Banker^ 
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ine repeat the question I have ^before put to you, What 
ftirther interest will this stranger possess for you?'' 

There was a pause of some minutes, which was 
again broken by the elder lady saying sternly, 
** Girl, remember who and what you are, and think 
not to disguise from me what your true feelings 
are: gratitude for services rendered is indeed an 
obligation of the holiest nature, and one to which 
our race have never been indifferent, but it seldom 
leads to the reckless hazardous risks in which you 
have involved not only yourself, but all around you; 
emblem indeed of that wayward, yet noble blood, 
which adhered to an outlawed chief, in preference 
to accepting the rank, wealth, and dignities, which 
were proffered to his acceptance by the greatest 
rulers of Hindostan," 

"Mother," said the young girl softly, yet proudly, 
and steadfastly regarding her parent, "did he, 
whose fortunes my gallant father adhered to in all 
their bitterness and adversity, did he in the period 
of his power and greatness, even when a terror to 
all around him, ever forget what he owed to his 
brave and loyal soldier ? At his fall, who directed 
the arm and spirit which avenged him ? who shel- 
tered the orphan under his own roof as his most 
cherished, honoured, and royal guest? who secured 
to her the wealth she inherited, and added largely 
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to its substanoe, — ^who bnt the priace lie had so 
nobly, so faithfully served?" 

" Were you mindful of these benefits, Meet-ha," 
replied the elder lady, " when you incuired the risk 
of blighting your name and honour, however inno^ 
cent, and sacrificing yourself as well as the lives of 
the most devoted adherents of your family, in shel- 
tering the enemy of that beii^ to whom you declare 
you owe so much?" 

" Mother," returned her daughter calmly, " of all 
the great and manifold servicea my father ever 
rendered to the Maharajah Jeswunt Bow Holkar, 
none have ever exceeded that conferred by his child, 
in rescuinff her benefactor's name and memory — 
for alas! both fame and name in regard to iim 
now are of the past, from the stain of the blackest 
treachery, the foulest, the most ungrateful baseness, 
exercised too towards one, whom we were bound by 
every human tie and feeling to revere." 

"Under his auspices," said the mother sadly, 
" you might have entered into the marriage state, 
in a manner becoming your birth and station, but 
all was rejected, and now, among the Eajahpoot 
nobles and princes, think you no other motives will 
be attached to what has recently transpired, thai) 
those which have actuated you, which will wholly 
preclude such an event?" 
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" Mother," replied the young girl firmly, " none 
know better than yourself, that the heart and 
affections of the Rajahpootn^ are rarely lightly, 
and never unworthily bestowed. Who gave her* 
self to the brave and noble and yet then impove* 
rished and outlawed Bulwunt Sing? and who has 
since said, time after time, even when weeping with ' 
anguish for his untimely fate, " were life to be re- 
newed, my choice should ever be the same?" Be not 
unjust then with me, that I equally participate in 
this feeling of our race, for believe me, sooner would 
I become a Suttee,* than give myself to one un- 
worthy of my father's honoured name." 

The elder lady gazed steadfastly and fixedly 
upon her daughter. " Tour affections, then," she 
said after a slight pause, "are irrevocably, irre- 
trievably given to this unknown stranger?" 

A stream of sunshine at this instant poured into 
the tent, and falling upon the countenance of the 
young girl, seemed to lighten it into an absolute 
glow of deep, intense burning crimson, as casting 
down her eyes, she murmured — ** The Kajahpootn^ 
has been sought in marriage by the Mahomedan 
Sovereigns of Delhi, who have deemed themselves 
honoured in such an alliance." 

" Triie, Meet-ha, but they were princes and rulers 

* Mount the funeral pile. 
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ilk the land, and xningling their .Uood mtb thaii (^ 
ovx race was of advantage to both, and to the 
people over whom thej reigned. But when had the 
Soropeaa ever formed wj ties of a. holy. and. .bind- 
ing nature in this country? He staaMte a elate 
apart — ^if you will, the lord, the absorbing conqueror 
of all with whom he is brought in contact^ yet eyer 
still in the midst of all the sects, castes, and people 
that surround him, the same isolated being, here 
for a time, and then away to his own &r western 
land of Frangestan ; beside, know you aught as to 
who or what this stranger is ?" 

^' His soldiers used to say, they had heard he 
was of a high and noble race in his own land, but 
he is brave and honourable, and one whose name 
and deeds are a theme in the mouths of every Qiie> 
as emblematic of the gallant soldieor, the just and 
beneficent ruler," 

^^That he is all that you describe X am well 
aware, and believe also there is every possibility of 
his being what his sepoys have described him) 
but were he ranked evein among the mostpoiwexK 
ful princes of Frangestan, would that remove -tk^ 
bar that exists between jo\\ ? Besides, Meethh^^isiy 
child," — and the elder lady hesitated-for a iiMment, 
— "have you forgotten what ocourued^y tw6<days 
since^ when the fever reaeh/ed its. height, and; we 
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beoamd ««rare of the real nature of the 
silppoised oharm he wears continually round his 

Kow indeed a change came over the countenance 
of the young girl, which once more became pale 
aa ashes, an expression of the acutest anguish 
orerspreading every feature, as with one hand 
pressed to her side, she caught at a tahle for sup- 
port with the other. — " True — ^true," she mur- 
mured, " how beautiful it was! — yet the Hukeem 
Sahib assured me it was a memorial of the dead/' 

" Memorials of the dead, my child," replied her 
mother gravely, " when guarded with so much care, 
presage but little of affection for the living; there 
may be-—" her daughter's head fell upon her 
shonlder, the figure of the youthful Princess being 
stiff -and rigid as if locked in the embrace of 
death. 

<*• Meet-ha! Meet-hal my child, oh, my child !" 
teolaimed the agonized parent, " look at me, — only 
look at me, my beloved one! do what you please, 
act^a&you will, — I will accompany you anywhere, 
tdthe farthest extremity of the earth. Oh ! daughter 
of' my heart, look at- me, but once more, my sweet-^ 
esty aaod deaorest." 

< ^^ Hush J hush mother I " said they oung girl, whom 
avfipirit of alarm seemed to revive; " hush! or you 
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Will avafce Mm," and ste pointed towards Har- 
court'B couch; "temember what the Hukeem Sahib 
said would be the consequence, in the event of any 
sudden shock arousing him from his slumber. I 
am better now, and feel you are right, but what 
does it not cost me to make the avowal? The mar- 
riage state I can never hope to enjoy, but on my 
noble preserver's recovery, I will transmit him the 
Rakee,* and as my bound brother, in his own far 

* Bracelet. Among the Rajapoot tribes, tliere exists a custom 
somewhat similar to that prevalent in Enrope in the days 
of ohivalrY, which authorizes a ladj to send to any one flhe 
may select, a bracelet, either as a pledge of her esteem for ser 
vices of the greatest value rendered her, as a demand for 
assistance, or as an injunction to avenge her, should there exist 
no possibility of coming to her immediate aid. The person to 
whom tliis pledge is forwarded, becomes in the language of the 
country the "Rakee bund bha*ee,** or bracelet-bound brother of 
the lady by whom it is sent, a tie in the estimation of .the Baja- 
pootue, of the holiest and most sacred nature, which even tlutt 
of blood and consanguinity cannot exceed. Though usually 
confined to themiselyes, there is apparently no law rendering it 
of an exclusive dkemoiet, as in the annals of India* there ace 
two instances of this gallant distinction having been sent to 
Mahomedan Princes, who both nobly redeemed the pledge its 
aooeptanoe was iilteaded to convey, ^e first was the Etnperot 
Humayoon, the secon|l was one of the earlier Aighan Sov«reig]ks 
of the northern Deccan. For a detail of the circumstance em- 
bodying the tragic and eventful history which led to the former^s 
receipt and adoption of the obligation the braeelet tonveyed, the 
reader is referred to the vai^iouB JHistorles of Hindostao. 
more particularly to that most interesting and able work, 
-Colonel Tod's Bajapootana. 
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distaBt and hufpy land, or wherever he may roam, 
he will perhaps, sometimes think of the poor B4yah^ 
pootn^ girl whom he saved, who to the end of life 
will have every thought of her heart turned towards 
the remembrance of him." Choking sobs for the 
moment burst from her bosom ; but almost imme* 
diately with wonderful firmness suppressing them, 
she continued as if wishing to dismiss a subject 
which had agitated her so much, — " The sun will 
set ere another half-hour expires, and the Hukeem 
Sahib will then be here,'* 

The mother clasped her child to her heart, as if 
she imderstood the nature of the appeal these words 
conveyed, and the utmost silence prevailed through- 
out the tent. 

During the whole of this conversation, Harcourt 
had been an unwilling listener, and several times 
had essayed to speak, to let the ladies know that he 
was aware of their presence, but to such a state of 
weakness and prostration was he reduced, that each 
effort he made to raise his voice only seemed to 
create, if possible, a still greater degree of debility. 
What with the long illness he had endured, and 
the effect of the opiate that had been administered, 
which had again c(»nmenced its influence over him, 
and was gradually sealing his senses in that state 
of slumber, or torpor rather, from which he had 

A A 



354* ROMANCE 01^ MIUTABY LIFE. 

tempoi'arilj'awTEikened, Ud binln oouHi B<3d^o^ly %l*' 
together comprehend the mature of kll th'ftt' he'h^ 
heard, although the face and figure of llhe yottng • 
beauty had been indelibly impressed tip6n his 
memory, as well as the remimBceiiceofall that she 
h^ risked and endured feh: bis sake. As hiA mind 
wandered, and he vainly struggted to embody into 
a distinct form, or clear and explicit train of ideais, 
the illusions which bad reached him, sleep in. its 
heaviest, deepest form, again- orertook him, and 
once more he was buried^in profil^und repose. 

in an hour afterwaardd he again awoke; tiie 
shades of evening were closing in, a ftt&h yet 
gentle breeise imparted a huairiant< infltieiite 
throughout the tent, and weakened and ' pf ostrftte^ 
as he yet was, Harcoiirt could not but be sebaible 
that he was a different being 1o what he hstd been, - 
even so short a period previously. Tlae ^t obje<;t ^ 
he encountered as his eyes tmclosed^ wasthe^gufe^ 
of >an elderly, benevolent looking -man, evide«itly 4'>* 
medical gentleman, who stc^odby his bedside, holdw"- 
ing his wrist, and the ^xprcsiionof whbs« ^cotipft-*-- 
tehance ' was cKpresmve > ^ ' the* ^ &^iie!Mi6A^ ' tberi"- 
rettovniUed' ptatb <rf the iitvafid «flfoi!ded' him. ^ u ij 1 1 • 1 1 e 

»*^iYoW have had asetetfe ^riaV'hefeaidifoiH^v 
cottyt,'''l)tii dJie'w^fiit'fe wm f^^i^ stmSum^Mpi^^ 
every reason to hope that, by care >iittid ^^^tMitiofi^i^i 



yoift wlU ftooiiffte on the road to complete and.peiy.- 
fqct tooi^y&cj. . I should ia{)ologi8e to ywi perhapg 
for ufiiBg Ei^lish, Mrete I »oS not led ta belfero 
you at lea^t uudenstand, if ]K)t apedk it," 
"I apeak it perfectly/* 

^' I am. glad to liear it^ boit for the pi?esent must 
pierce a iao3t pei^emptory, prohibition upon any con* 
variation taJuoig :place, ^the most absolute quietude 
being requirfte foif aome days yet, I ehall now* bid 
you ^dieu, but will agaia see you in the morning, 
though before my departure will preacribe what I 
have every expectation will produce a yet further 
amelioration before I again «ee you/' 

He.tbok fcom. the table as he spoke a glass con* 
taimng a liquid, whioh to Harcourt appeared a 
dedcidption of lemonade, and the &eBhue09 of whic^h 
seei3»ed to difiiise itself throughout his whole fz^ime. 
Itia not improbable that it contained either some 
new (Opiate, or acted upon that alre^y adxainiB- 
teiedi^.as shortly aft^r its being takea a genitle Im- 
gttiKT. stqte ot^< him, and .h& agtain suxife iuto a deep 
sleepf which «ontinucid withrscareely. *ny intermis^ 
sim, throughout.^ the* - eiatire » uighf ^ . his. jnedifial 
attendant in the tiaomii^ oi^.m^kiing }m^t<>m»^' 
visife] fiudil^g, hi«h sisiti^ i of imf^Qy^mmt ' .fer. i beyond 
wh^tt }m m>^ satogtt^e wjpeofeti^o^^c^iNicl l^ftve^A , 
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From this period the health of Harcourt conti- 
nued progressively to return, and after a few days 
he was permitted to have some conversation with 
his kind physician, — the only person he saw, 
with the exception of one or two confidential do- 
mestics, especially directed by the latter to wait 
upon him ; all others belonging to his household, oi 
whoever else might be near him, being rigidly ex- 
cluded from the tent by the latter's orders, and the 
receipt of all notes, letters, or communications of 
any kind being inflexibly prohibited, to guard 
against all chance of any relapse occurring. From 
this gentleman Harcourt learned every particular 
relative to his recent illness. He was the sur- 
geon of the English Civil Station, about two miles 
distant, and had received a sudden summons to 
attend upon a French officer of distinction, who 
had fallen dangerously ill while journeying fi-om 
the capital of Holkar, whose service he had quitted, 
in consequence of the anarchy and troubles that 
had ensued upon that prince's malady, which 
was now pronounced to be wholly beyond relief. 
On hastening to the spot, he found the officer in 
question hbouring under the influence of one of 
the worst and most dangerous attacks of jungle 
fever, and — and — and — . The good Doctor here 
evidently became extremely embarrassed, and ap- 
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parently earnestly wished to discontinue his nar- 
rative. 

Harcourt fixed his sunken yet keen eyes upon 
him as he said calmly, "Go on, Sir, I beseech you ; 
if I mistake not, there are two ladies to whom I 
am greatly indebted not only for your own inTalua- 
ble assistance, but for what has materially tendl^d 
towards my present restoration and recovery." 

"By Heaven!" returned Dr. Lurgim warmly, 
*' you owe everything to one, who, if ever there wte 
an angel upon earth, shb is one. — Oh! the devil ! ^' he 
muttered in alarm, **how for a seene, I suppose.'* 

But while apparently listening with extreme in- 
terest, his patient e:8:hibited none of the excitemefAt 
the physician had anticipated, and as Harcourt ob- 
served the latter still hesitated, he again elaidj^^ 
*^ Pray proceed, let me entreat you.'' 

" Well, Sir,*' continued the Doctor, " as I ffln 
' led to believe I can pursue my narrative without 
.dapger to yourself, I may mention thstt On my 
arrival here, much t6 tn^ surprise; I was accosted 
by two native ladies, evidently of high rank, who, 
m the, utmost distress' and agitation] 'im^loned me 
.to save you. The state of despair* of the youngefet, 
T am free to confess, profoliridly impressed mfe, 
Slie was, 1 think, really the most' beautiful crea- 
ture t ever sawj and as Ae' threw hersfcllf at iiflty 
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feet, proffered to my acceptance jewels of appa-* 
rently tlie rarest and greatest value, only con- 
juring me to preserve the life of her 'benefactor, as 
she termed you. I endeavoured to soothe and 
console her by every means in my power, hut, in 
good sooth, scarcely knew what to say, as a glance 
was almost sufficient to intimate the dangerous 
nature of the malady which had seized you* I 
could therefore only refer to their own favourite 
doctrine of th6 Kismet* (destiny), and observe 
that the fate of all upon earth rested with a far 
higher power, before which the Hindoo and Euro- 
pean alike must bow, but that, as regarded myself, 
no exertions on my own part should be wanting 
to accomplish a result that would afford me equal 
pleasure with herself. 

"In some measure tranquillized by my assurances, 
vague as they were, her grief became calmer ; and 
constituting herself your head-nurse, from that pe- 
riod tip to the present, when I pronoimced you be- 
yond all danger, she has scarcely ever moved from 
your bedside ; entreaties, remonstrance, all warnings 
of danger which might occur from infection, being 
alike unavailing in inducing her to withdraw from 
her self-imposed duty; and as to threats, which, as a 

* Kismet, or Nusseeb. This, though the Mussulman doc- 
trine, is also peculisif to the Hindoos. - 



la^t ijesource, . wete had recourse to, — egad! the 
young lady quickly manifested that, sweet and 
gentle as she appeared, there lurks in her no slight 
portion of the spirit of her racje; and the fire which 
flashed from her large dark eyes at the intimation 
at once precluded all chance of its repetition, 

" On being appealed to myself, I deemed it best 
to indulge her, as the leaser evil of the two, since 
when the human mind, in an excited and un- 
healthy state, is resolutely bent upon pursuing any 
particular object, it is far better to let it take its 
course ; lest in seeking to prevent the consequences 
which may arise from its indulgence, we create 
others of a much more serious nature and greater 
magnitude than those we wish to avoid* 

^^ It was not till some days after that I learned the 
cause of this feeling towards you, from one of her 
people, who mount guard over you as if in the 
midst of an enemy's camp — which it would appear 
is derived from the important service you on one 
occasion rendered both ladies, in preserving them 
from a fate, to which death were almost preferable 
in any land, but which in this country is even yet 
more hateful in its results. — You may perhaps not 
have forgotten the circumstance I have alluded 
to?" 

Harcourt recalled to mind the adventure at 
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Beejaghnr, and the release of the ladies previoms 
to the stonn of the fortress. It was to their grati- 
tude, then, that he owed so much — ^which had pre- 
served him from the knife of the assassin, had 
induced them to risk their own lives to secure 
him an asylum in the only spot where safety could 
be found, and to whose exertions and watchfbl 
vigilance he was again indebted in all probability 
for his existence. He now remembered how ofiben 
it had struck him that the voice of the elder lady 
was familiar to his ear, though in the confusion 
which prevailed during the only time he had 
seen her, he possessed but very little recollec- 
tion of her features. And the sweet and gentle 
chUd that had clung to him on that eventful 
night, — she then was the beautiful being whose 
devoted and grateful feelings had rendered her 
regardless of all danger to herself, in her constant 
and unwearied watchfulness at his bedside. He 
turned uneasily on his couch, and for some moments 
maintained a deep and thoughtful silence, his mind 
perhaps reverting to the conversation he had heard 
between that parent and her child when he first 
awoke to consciousness. 

Addressing himself at length to Dr. Lurgan, he 
again said, though in a voice which shook with 
emotion, ^' I presume it will be permitted me once 



more to see dieseladiesy if lonlyr {orsexpstaiin^ 
profimnd 8en8& of liie vee^ gnoat/bbligatioiBB iiam! 
indebted to them.'' - Ijr ' ^ • } . •. r 

" Most certainly,'^ replied ihe pfaytioiMi^ itMu* 
smile; '* thoagh a short time mnfttefauji&e^iiffififare 
I can sanction your meeting. In dieifiifit plaee/in! 
regard to yourself, it is indiBpensably ond :al>^ 
solutely necessary that everytiiing likely toereato 
the least agitation should be careMly ayoiobd; 
in the next, I regret to say, die yoonger.ladyy now 
that the excitement has passed away, has been 
suffering under the influence of its reaction^ 
which has brought on a low neryous attack ; ren* 
dering it equally requisite that she herself should 
be kept profoundly quiet, to guard against her 
own health being seriously injured." 

" You surely will not deceive me," said Har- 
oourt, in an excited tone, " when I ask ycwi if 
what she has endured on my account is likely to 
prove — " 

" Of little moment," interrupted Dr. Lurgan, 
" provided the suggestions I have made are only 
acted up to: and I shall look to you," he con* 
tinned, smiling, " as an example fi»r their beiaig 
enforced. I must confess, the episode I have 
witnessed in regard to this young giri, has given 
me an idea of the native cliasacter J:- had nex^ 
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previously, with all my experience, entertained; 
the instance may be, and in all probability is, an 
isolated one ; though Europeans are rarely, if ever, 
brought in contact with persons of the class to 
which these ladies belong: but the depth and 
strength of the grateful feeling manifested towards 
you by them, is what I must candidly declare I 
never could have imagined ever previously existed. 
But come — I must bring our conversation to a 
close, otherwise I shall be the first to infringe 
upon my own orders, which, remember, I look 
to you for being obeyed." 

He quitted the tent as he spoke, leaving Har- 
court to his own reflections, which were of a 
nature that for a long time afterwards seemed to 
create in his mind considerable agitation. Sub- 
sequently this settled into deep and profound 
thought, and then terminated in calmness and 
tranquillity; the expression of his features being 
that of a person who had taken a final resolution 
upon a question, that had previously engendered 
anxiety, grief, uncertainty, and other feelings 
equaUy painful, which the imagination vainly 
strove either to repress or control; but which were 
at length subdued by the mental determination he 
had formed in regard to the line of conduct it was 
incumbent upon him to pursue. 
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In the course of a few days afterwards, as there 
was no return of the fever, and the health of Har-. 
court continued slowly yet progressively to im-» 
prove, he received a visit from the elder lady, who 
had previously sent him notice of her intention. 
She was veiled, and came accompanied by several 
of her retainers, who remained without, spectators 
of the interview, at which Dr. Lurgan, at his own 
request, was present, lest it should prove too much 
for his patient. Though very weak, and obliged 
to be propped up by pillows, the Englishman was 
enabled to express gracefully and forcibly his deep 
and gratefal sense of all the services she had 
rendered him, which no future devotion on his part 
ever could sufficiently repay. The lady at first 
was apparently cold and stately, at least as far as 
could be judged by her exterior; but whether it 
was the reminiscence of the daring enterprise which 
Harcourt had formerly risked for the preservation 
of herself and child, and the contrast then afibrded 
by his bold and gallant bearing to his present 
emaciated form, which, according with the soft 
and musical, yet moumfal and depressed accentd 
which issued from his lips, awoke that latent feeling 
of pity, ever prevalent in a woman's heart, par-* 
ticularly in sympathy for the brave and noble—* 
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certain it iis, before long, tbe Blije cbew closer to 
his conch, and pressing his hand between both of 
hers, she expressed her sincerest and earnest wishes 
for his complete and early restoration to health and 
strength. 

This visit was several times repeated, and each 
time the lady's manner grew warmer and more 
cordial towards him : she now came alone, her vdl 
was thrown aside, bnt still he saw not the yonnger 
one; and delicacy, not to mention the rigid pro- 
priety of Oriental etiqnette, prohibited his maldng 
any inquiry regarding her, beyond sometimes 
asking the physician, when the opportmiity pre- 
sented itself of being alone with him, a few 
questions relative to her health; to which he 
received in reply, the assurance of her having 
wholly recovered from the trifling indispositrdh 
which had seized her. /» 

One morning he was plunged into {)rofoTifid 
thought ; the volume on which hfe had been eridlssi- 
vouring to fix his attention had drbpped' listlefestfy 
by his side, and for neaily an hour he reih^h^ 
lost in a continuied fit of mental Bh&tr^titioU^j^ 
a rustling noise beside hini was the firlrt idiSMii 
that roused him from his rcrVerie, and Within i'flsW 

paces of bis couch, stood tiite' Veiled fortn ""of '^lie 

' ,' 'J >'< '/«» }>'. 
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young Peri, on whom his reflections were perhaps 
at that moment turned, and who remained standing 
as if timidity had rendered her uncertain whether 
to advance or retire ; but as Harcourt, half endea- 
vouring to rise, sunk back with the effort, she 
sprang towards him with the evident intention of 
preventing any farther exertion. 

As he took that small and delicate hand within 
his own, and she seated herself beside him, he 
could feel that she trembled violently. For some 
time both were silent ; but at length the English- 
man said in low, yet calm and distinct tones^ 
" Lady, to express to you the deep and grateful 
feelings which pervade me, in return for all the 
generous and unmerited kindness you have ren- 
dered, the risks and dangers you have incurred to 
preserve an almost thankless existence, would be 
wholly beyond my power. But with nothing in 
life to look forward to — destitute alike of all ties 
common to others — a being situated like myself, 
while cherishing every reminiscence that the most 
fervent gratitude and reverence could dictate, can 
only hope that no circumstance may again arise, 
which, in creating danger to his benefactress, 
may call for the sole means he would have it in his 
power to afford of manifesting his sense of all that 
he owes to her." 
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<< The obligation wqjb on our paiit,'^ Ae mnr** 
miivedy in soft and thrilling acc&ats^ ^^ in eitpzeBskig 
to the noble Dharcoor Sahib, that his genesoos 
devotion and matchless bravery, in defence *of. itwo 
persoDB whdlj unknown to him, had not been 
forgotten." 

" In the slight service you allude to," replisd 
Harcourt, '^ I merely disohaarged the eonxmon 
obligsutions of a man,«-Hny duty sa a soldier to 
the prince I served ; but in the hsusards incurred 
by yourself, lady, for one too— I will not. revert to 
them, then, since it would appear, to be a tberae 
distressing to you; but caoot only hop^ yon wUl 
receive the sinoerest and most ferV^at wighea «f < 
my own heart for your future welfare anid happi-^ 
neas; these, alas! being aJl thai a. stranger lite 
myself has it in his power to offer." . • « 

" Happinessl" repeated the young. girl,i:pas8k>iLt".> 
ately ; '^that indeed i» a feeling Icain siever loOk!i 
forward ^ in this life." -t iM-// 

The blood rushed to the heart of. Harotiurt}; fmni 
some moments he was violently .agitated^ ia>jdark j 
flu^ passed over hi^ .features, and- then ij^eft dwqiyV' 
if possible, still paler thd.n beibisov • He dnm ikcdn 
yoiHtbfol Bhy«i Awards bim^ aiOidgentllyiiAitedtdv^r' 
veil I which -concealed her < featmiasf; sihe Toffeiediiii 
a faint leeist^MtQ^aSiihd: did sd^ thoughuflftiitfas:)! 



coTsrioig Was thrqwn aside, it rerealed her ooxCQte- 
nsnee-teitked in team, and no^ crimsoned with th^ 
deepest blusiies. 

.^Lady," fidid the ikglishman, slowly and 
ddiberaiteily, and his .words, in the soleonn deamess 
of their tones, seemed to thrill through her entire 
frame ;^^ fate hitis decreed that I shonld, uninten^ 
ticoiaUy^ become awaire of the feelings of that noble,' 
generous, and gentle nature for one an alien to its 
bh>0d^ race, and religion ;— nay, shrink not fix)m 
this avowal, and twni not thus away ;--*-h6ar me to 
an esid, and then decide if^ painful as the duty is 
bedbre me^, I am not coosipelled. to discharge it aa 
a "m^aoLif as a soldier, and above all, in requital 
of what I owe to yourself. That young fresh 
heolrt hasftsed its best sdlfections upon one, who has 
nothing to oflFer in return— ^as in. him those feelings, 
sapless^ is^aited, and' wiAereid^ have long since ar^ited 
in>fthe grave oifi oAe who-^V his ivoice faltered, llie 
words seemed to choke his utterance, he prei^sed his 
haioii -tDiihis btow, bui after > a minute's silenee 
coitiiiued-U**' whose iorre be gidned' during « period 
of (past ito^pinelss, now gone- for ever, and which 
neviftr oan betevived^ again ^ and ^hose image i^ 
en^aied(on'/Ms mibidfy imitheset^hatrdiCfters whibb 
neiTerafor atn instant ^an be i banished i&oiin its 
rendtiianBBncie^Liiill ^he i^^ulohre^^closesiover himl 
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#1m bad wiiafl 1iiM> toUig i» jf9Uriiat^/A;b«& ]|pDr 

in the path of glory and distinction was Idighted 
te/the MBit day that wiedkedf ^ery . prospect of 
earthlyltappiDieds. And now hn^g folly explained 
bvexj^&opo^y without the least JvmMsA jr^eearration, in 
regard to myself, let me (XMMlude by di^lairing, if 
after all yon have heard, ywdeean liiehand of one 
fiuofa iid I have described it wi^rthy your acceptance^ 
and . 4;he forms of your xel%ioii i^Lmit of th^ 
pdssibility of such an union, let me proffer it to 
your service, with the aasuxance, that if I have no 
heart to accompany it, it* shall at least prove the 
tdLen of a life in futor^ to be devoted to yonreelf 
alone, in exerting itself to the utmost; for the 
security of your future prosperity and welfare.'* 

He ceased speaking ; but the word« had scarce 
issued from his mouth, before the young girl threw 
herself upon her knees by the bedside, and seizing 
his hand, pressed it to her lips and forehead, asm 
a passionate burst of tears, she exclaimed, " Youis 
' — yours until death! Drive me not from you ! Oh! 
noble Dhait^ooc 3ahib, my pieseffiser, my benefactor, 
— your religion, your land shall be mine, only do 
not >paaft, from, me^ for without you Ufe were indeed 
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a Iwden-^too^ nii«eraM« to ht bome. Be to m^ 
wbai you wil, fio An.t yoa db not leave xmI aad 
I— *I siffi be yotur' sla««fe, or whatever you may 
eommand, so tiiat i b» otfly pmanUted to lemafai 
nearyoa.* 

Deeply affected by Ibis eutpourmg of aedesa and 
spontaneous d^v<)tion, the Bnglishman moied her } 
and imprinting a kiss tipon her smooth and polished 
brow, pressed her to his heart. 

Three months afterwards, when Haroourt was in 
a great measnie reeoteved, though still pak, and 
yet bearing traces of his recent severe illness, his 
marriage with the young Rigahpootn^ took plaoe^ the 
eciremony being performed by a celebrated Frenoh 
ecclesiastic, w^o was then making a tonr of inquiry 
x^Iartive to the various Christian sects thiou^iiDut 
the whole of India,* and under whose auspices the 

* The Abb^ du Bois. — The views of this eminent divine and 
tfii^«ller 611 the BubjMt of oast^, were la a gveai meHbaxe 
flp4)«^u^^7 e^fisM ^ J^vpho]^ ltiddl«ton and Heber. In 
Inference, to its bein^ A,civUf instead of a religious distmction^ 
and that among the liigher classes of well-educated natives, it ia 
•liiidirBttood'aad adaiittad to Imb 8«^<ia s]pit*ol the xtpreBenta- 
j^|9iw ^od qyj^fyiw of th? BrahTOintioal piiests, who naturally 
w^h V> inculcate the latter doctrine, with the intention of 
maintaining thei^ own po'^er and influence, wliiefa would be 
Attkmi %0t itt lbiiiid«liMi»-wfPQ tlie fgitaaejapvonkuia to become 
jpn^nal. The late pe^Qbratied Bam Mohyn Boy apserted in his 
writings, that the religion of Brahma was a pure Theism, till 
gntdtially sapped adad eocmpted by the priestheod fbrtheir own 

BB 
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youthful 3^7^ wm rec^xvejifioto, tb^ pate lof -the 
Koman Catholic Chuxch^ of which Haroo^rt iwaa 
9, member; the rules of qaaiie ip; other jespeQtsiAQt 
heing paeiely permitted, hut eveDueiyoio/ed by;<ibe 
Missionary; a proceeding on his partiin ali pp>b^ 
hility derived from the recoird of sujch havixig been 
the uisagQ of the mixed maiTi^^es that forme^F 

selfisli interests and aiqbitlogi; aud U wits is reCarenc)3 to WQtks 
of a similar nature, by many profound t)iinking ftfid philosophic 
Hindoos, (themselves Brahmins,) that induced the AbTO to 
declare, that the ^stem of' Caste, While' the greaDedt dnrfrback 
to the propagation of Christianity in Jndi|i» was. «ti}l' compatible 
with its institutions, and might be^ made mate^fial^ to assist in 
its advancement, if permitted to remain, being strictly under- 
stood as a QLvil instittttioa iolely; though he«d:|iiti HwoiiH 
not long exist as such, wh^ the principle, of th^ Chri^Uap 
religion once became permanently establish.ed, ^d clearly and 
thoroughly understood by the mass of the population. ' tf is 
relative to this subje^ tibat ho deems Hisslenfatle^ 19^ 
Catholic and ProtesUnt, have committed a gre^t,^rqor,,^,^9t 
recognising the principle, and in seeking to attach themselves 
saibor to the loiror, in prelbrenoe to th^ tippk^ ieEbd 'hWikr 
informed claases; without whose cosjivevafm, he debuts 'tfafit of 
the great body of the people to be utterly hopeles^,^ h^ iiegAid 
to <>he latter, he has repeatedly expressed his conviction, that 
among tho numerouB oonterts ihebad-ttiide, h^ \iid'ii^t f^Sttk 
there was one who altogether eompraheadod«t}^^ 4o9^)>^'U)9s lof 
the religion he professed, or who would ,not h^ve ^t once 
abandoned it if i<b eUtaHed any degi^e of sicrifice, or created any 
linjury in jkdhie«ri<i|^to it^ The question- has' gif^t^Hse io «lgM»t 
deal of aniv^tedjj a^d eVeui angry di^ussfon^j }iifjb,4^,ni9ft 
edifying in regard to Christian charity, although the belief seems 
vmj general, iKbiit ihe'cuHoiti'waa adkbltttod, if ^ot' belii^dni^ 
}lf: tl^e 4|?p9tlep, j^.refp^j^^^ to^l^e^earlifr Jow*Wrtiv«*il i>^' 



decilttred^liettnieii la'die^' of tlife IRajali^ootn^ * tribes, 
and th€i -priiced' and nobles of tke Mogul' Empire, 
atid'Whidl ceitaiilly' atfdrded the kijgbest degree of 
satiMfkctfon'tO'Ae'elderBliye; going far towards 
iffecoticiltn^ her to' an event, her consent to whlch^ 
given whfh'deep and evident reluctance, had only 
lieen a^cordfed firom a sense of how deeply her 
ehild'« happine&B was fconcetned in the issue. 

Tranquilly and serenely, if not happily, the 
existence of Haxeourt. glided onward. With what- 
ever feelings and uiider whatever circumstances his 
union witli the young Rajahpootn^ had taken place, 
ift waa impossible to regard such a simple, artless 
■t6Hild of nature otherwise than with sentiments of 
esteem and affection. Her devotion and love to 
.&er husband appeared to know no bounds; shb 
seetn6d ' never so happy as in his presence, and 
,when occupied with his writing, drawing, or mosic, 
(for in these two last acquirements he excelled 
;^yen many professed artists,) in which hia time, in 
^thei absence of \m usual active employment, was 
*naw" "Constatttly engaged: she would seat hers^tf 
noiselessly and quietly for hours at his feet, in the 
,i@^vmest ocQupation of studying what ' she hdd 
^tequeSted Harcotirt to set before her. She was % 
no mi^an^ ^l;edufiated ; .^nd in addition to her own 
native .iton^ey nOt* orily ^ wtot^ ' and sp<&e the 



372 ROMANCE QF WXiimBY LIFE. 

Feisian, at this period the langoage'Crf the'Doi^bttr 
tkroughont all the CcfnrtB oC India; witic ccm^detl 
able elegance and ^nenej, but wad ultmiaftefy 
acquainted with the writings of its mpBt celebtlited 
poets and historians. She hod now usrg^ndi^ 
entreated her husband to act ae her instmotor in 
French, in the study of whieh she cdanifested 
a quickness, capacity, and intelligence, that at the 
expiration of a few months exhibited itself in the 
highest degree of proficiency. 

Sometimes timidly and gently she would refer to 
the far distant lands of the west, though her large, 
dark, lustrous eyes would fiU with tears, as she 
observed the saddened expression the theme would 
recal to Harcourt's features. He however rather 
encouraged the subject than repressed it, as after 
the first pang had parsed away, it seemed in some 
degree more to lighten the load at his heart than 
otherwise, in referring to it. On these occa- 
sions Meet-ha would listen, in childish awe and 
wonder, to the narrative she heard of Frangistan, 
of the various kingdoms into which it was divided, 
its wealth, its innumerable and weU-appointed 
armies, its feuds and iealousies — above all, to the 
history of that wonderful soldier of fortune, whose 
fierce struggles with his persevering, determined 
Island foe, were more or less known, although in 



.•n:i Y,l/JfiJRC«>UBT. • ('■• SIS 

yai^ land' itidisitmot toitmSj tssom one exfcremitjir 6F 
Jbftdia . :to the otheor« ' And: diud days, weeks, and 
iricmthfi'flew <yver themy a period of unalloyed, 
taquiftite liappinefia to that young, fond, and 
dHroted being, whose tadiant countenance and 
confiding aflfectiom conld not bat impart somewjiat 
^f a similar &elix)lg to tbe heart of her hnsbdnd. 
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: The Monsoon, or lainj seai^^.bad.baiffit fiaartl^ 
with more than uenal viol^noe, though ii»t present 
there wad a paasey it beiiig one of those pedriods wheii 
ihe hot, moist, and oppressive state of ihe atmo- 
sphere intimated its approaching renewal wntlii 
eV'Cn yet greats fierceness than befbre. Thick, 
dense, black, and murky clouds had overspissaA 
the heavens, from which, at intervals^ issued ibrigjht, 
gleaming, and forked flashes, accompanied bjr this 
low rumbling peals of distant thundev^ : 

Within an hour afterwards, th& lurid light had 
gceatly inoreased,' bo(th in rapidity of action,* 'WA 
in its lumislous gikre, while the somodit of the 
thunder had deiepened into a more ponsta^t apd^ip- 
longed echo. Again there was a pause, and /the 
air felt thipk, and almost stifling, in its hot, moist, 
oppressive sultriness < and . stillness. . At^x^noa^ the 
whole vault of heaven seemed illuminfeji by on^ 
dazzling, fearful, terrific sheet x>f fl^m&^the b^aM 



bf a roar, which appeared like the simultaneous 
discharge of a hundred pieces of heavy artillery : 
and then the clouds apparently burst asunder, 
pouring down upon the earth such a seething 
torrent of rain, as could almost have led the terrified 
spectator to regard it as the harbinger of a second 
deluge. It streatn^d lipbn ^tli6 fields and gardens 
bordering upon the Ganges, the greater part of 
whadi beoatoilB transfermed into onei yast^ continued 
floods under whose infl^neoce the grdwth of the 
isdikgQ and vexdiira seemed almost visiUe to th0 
eye^^' while the river itself became one oontinued 
foaming torrent, iato which its banks fell with an 
explosion, the force of which rivalled that of the 

flnsnder itsel£t 
: iErom a laa^e and handsome dweUing, the inte- 

riiir -of 'which was fitted up with luxury and 

splendour, theare issued the sounds of woe and 

wailing. In one apartment was an elderly fem'ale 

figure, whose alternate sobs, and low^ heavy moan*- 

ing, : indicated tiiat grief which refused to be 

» 

'* Bucli is the luxuriant vegetation of the tropics, that in the 
nakty faaa«pn> the ^raas wsf^& almost seem to grow uiid«r th^ 
view of the spectator, — ^D' Bj;bbelot. 

j- Tlie masses of earth falling from the sides of the Ganges 
ado ihb rivet ^during -the koonsdoiiy hate beesi known, after a 
sejijiesof. year^ to create the necessity, of a new survey being 
made, for the adjustment of territorial claims in reference to 
l^^t^e'ktev^U^^ttc.^'&d - 
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^d i&ioiy^hq^ ; but, akgl-^tbobi, tli^ipoirer 4» 

m be s^ode ib«stil7:Up «<(id d(^iv^MJb)ie;.ioomy: iiife 
7niitte]:edy " So joiagy 00 gdo4^ tio .IwwitiM, and 
yet 90 suddenly taken, j&om lile!--*4art(ik»eikt ixideed 
h»a been her passage ^uroii^ iDs joyd aod oaresi 
thxmgh are we not taught io beUeve that ihey wlia 
die early are the most blessed 7'' 

Within a third chamber, npon a bed of desdi^ 
Ijaj stretched the form of that yon&fisil aoftd loifelj 
being who^ eighteen monthfi preyioud, had bd^tdw^d; 
her heart's beat afiectiotis upon hind w W npiw: wt 
by her bedside— one hand olasped in both o£ 
hec^ the other shading his visioi^ a^. if ;he would 
shut out from his uriew that laat lend look c£ 
feryent, devoted lovei with which the dying gild: 
rejgarded him. On a couch^ at the ifurlh^, entK^t 
mity of the apartment, and ooverod Ivith a linenj- 
sbeoty lay whata glanjce s:ijifficed to indicate w tlhe 
body of a new-1;M>m iz^autt Alael the mandatei 
ha^ gone fgrthr-Htliat i{a&(^t9«b]ie^ de$|j^» b$£Qto^ 



tit<idcli<(iill>ii^iie ^D^^'ifktit^ [^dj^^aJ^ ybiH^jg,- bright, 

• He 0at by l&at bedkide im tearfesti; Silent ftgony^, 
afi if grii^f d^^ him tlie ttltoaak^e of tkese %di% 
ifteiahn wotddi^ak* . Bttt tbey came not; tod^tbe 
first (floaad tlnat br^e the dtfllnees irbidh prevailed, 
Was the fatal, l&oiigh clear mA distinct vmce df 
the dying cufSBOier, as she i&Hrmtited, ^^ Mourn n6t 
^.iQp, ok ! my Dhmcdoi Saiib : deeply aflHcting 
a» it i^ to lear^e you thus, I hare at least this con- 
solation, that never did you love me as you do 

'^ A deep gtoan of unutterable anguisii escaped 
iSte^unfortlmffte Harcourt, as these words reaching 
hjm, he< tttrxked a glauoe v{ mute, despakmg grief/ 
upon! the no<w;fast rirnking form beside him. 
'* Had our boy Uved," she continued, " ^h ! iniSi 
•wh.aibi^liMJsme should I have watc&ed his progr^s*; 
fbiiawiugin the footsteps of his loVed and gallant 
faAin*, he Would have been a -Surdar like himself, 
a soldier studying to emulate his nbbility of faone 
anA glory ; b^ now^ husbatid atkd child are loe^ to 
nie Bm? ever-»-yet no, not for ever, my Dharcoor 

Sahib ! " -^Ae . i?es«imed -wittk sudden- energy, " our 
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atay rupon. cwth) ji3 i&C'.good: F«dr& aesiuedi^iiie, 
waa oalj the .prelude Doow fufii]» lotei^idi'iittiitii^ 
m 0, brij^ter «(ii j happielr Ifad*' > Be^ uny^lcvd^iirijn 
life, the memento I ihave pxet^ryed oftithftt^ goodl 
spirit who, I have the oonvictioh^ now.wfatcihed ^iver 
tts, and will prove my guiding staf to a moie 
glorioias hemiaphere." . .. •• .' ; ■ t- 

As she spc^e, she drelw {romninder heoripiUo^ a 
highlj-fbished imniatoie) which; mikno^ta •- >to 
Harcourt, she muit in aecmthaire.liad bop&edfr<ak' 
the original hy some able Enropefein artist, '^he. 
dying girl half emiled, as she observed the g^ndd 
he directed towards it^ but grew alaoir^^^ as'sh^ 
temarked the wild and maddened expreseioolL .whiah] 
succeeded. v' ftr 

^^ My Dharooor Sahib,'' she continiosd, and* ler 
plaintive accents, sounding like low, sweet nmisio 
upon hiB ear, recalled the En^shman to hiniB^; 
^^Ske must indeed have been worthy 6f your d^oiod^ 
and of that love so wholly and exclusively' gmatt 
to her. You married the poor igncnrant EajahpootnS 
girl from a feeling of compassion^-^he conpassobik 
of a noble and generous nature-^and yet with what 
tenderness and affection you shielded, legai^ed, 
and protected her I How the darkness Increases 
arotund me! can it: be owing to th^ vagingi of the 
jstonn withotUH*+my brdl-^my bvej ".* 



''!&hib nroks ceiae^l;! scfme' farther liitmiiW^d Wt 
loiiiitriJiLgliMe'rsoands: issued drom heir HpB — atf 
effiirtiirds 'inadeix) clasp the hand she held to het* 
1iBBJd--'^4hjBct gssap\ gtew -RsRi,- cold, and rigid ; a 
aoraph itoiie seeni^ to illumine heir features — ^she 
kif I still, caim,' and motionleds ; and without a 
struggle, without a sigh, her spirit passed away ! 

Amd theie, by the hedside, remained the he- 
teaved husband^ as if in silent communion with 
tbe dfead^ his hand still locked in that of the 
colrpse, which he nevier attempted to withdraw. 
He i^ke liot, mored not, stirred not; and a 
sptetator^ upoftt entering that chamber of death, 
niigiht almoBt have been led to beliere that Fate had 
istricken both at the same instant. 

In this state Harcourt was found by the phy- 
sioiaji, whose entry at this period was in all 
pu6bBbility the means of preserring his life, by 
the prafusc bleeding it was requisite to have 
recourse to more than once during the night, 
&ough for' .weeks afterwards he lay in all the 
^lirioni of a brain fever^ 

*• . ♦ 4t * 

« . « « 4fr 

^ Upon a gentle eminence, overhanging the banks 
of the Gaoges, in the ndghbourhood of a now 
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fe€pt> theit, i$ A tomb, ^t preflcpi iW^^to*n. Itsitk 
W juQgle. aod bi^ di^ck} gvs^t ; The Inon^jbe&t 
^.-^ {d/»b»K9<AidTma^i^v ^^d. il^oti a.: Mrlitto ioiwbte 

eliijgrared tba £>Uoi?iii^ inst^ptloui :-rr ..... i : 

M. H. AGED 16 YEAKS. " ' ' 

I 1 - M » . 

- I » , . . • # . 1 , _ / 

3oiaae twelve yeara ^ecj it.t^ttpactedt t]ji/^.Q^tedli/^ 
of a passing traveller, prpeeedjjpkg d^]^. tj^.f^iri?*, 
one of those inqmring minds by whom nothing is 
overlooked, when likely to jiroVe of interest in in- 
vestigating cd^QSes aztd circums'taaces prQdiiietivi' of 
iafermalion of an unnsEal n^ittnre. BdiEi peisd^ 
vering and diHgent inquiiaiea led. to his. ac4iiiEiBg 
a^detail of tiie incidente which' havettSDlw-beedieiqi^ 
bodSedinth/d pseseiiit narrative ; femripetsdikEf if «djv 
bsing awatfe that the Frenoh offider, Brfaofacqttji^ 
ao muich' repulmticaDL tduring thioish^ pcsdif^h^ixie^ 
laaiMduDt the mnrice oi. theiMahq^ngyait Jefifiir^^ 
Bow Hcdkavr, ; waa • iat Bf»lit}r. in i iEikglffihiaan^nttiK 
oiwe great &vottrite -fd- Kftpolfion,; .wkisi}>d2fBidmf 
guishtd fam^l at on&ztiineiibad^fsirrtos'.fisefitQtidi^ 
hiii^be^ piidb o£ rmjllitary giorj^^ ^anidl jfiml Aiixr 
gneat aames^jwhoae cetebmty itK^ .ibn^imiisnbi^f* 
qtaoiltly 3 becmwr tesdeaditdi > firomi Tifae . SkanSmo 4A 



- ) ^Fm? iaay ^mdnAs after the tomb iijui 'fiirt 'riseiii 
alMIy>dai'fe:%Eere >m!gl|t •beobs^r^d m th^ d^th 
6fi 'thenight e^er i»«i? itj Wng^ftin woist'to i^e^ 
fiiam tiievei till daylight wa^ ftb(mt' gleamiiig ifted 
^qihbritfon. The .^^(perstition of the'pe(l>^k> ib the 
neighbourhood d^kt^' it fa^d oommtmS^ni i^h 
the invisible spirits of the air, and carefully 
avoided venturing near the spot for long affeer- 
t^a&ds, Whea' the »«q)pod^d jAttntdM had stiddeiil^ 
&«tp(p6ai:<3d| ^iiid i!r^ se^u ^0 more'.' 



.til 



l':envol 

' Toii^MrdB tiie elose of the year 1813, in one of 
tiae wildedli spots of thid setith-west part of Itelazidi^ 
^; gentleman (snpjiofted to be a fibceigner) had taken 
npi hig rdsidefflLce^ Trhose mode of life and appear-^ 
^^oe -ei^ted fiHiotig the torlmlent, ; h>alf lawibsd 
]^pl^'Smohg 'whdtn. his abodd^was ohoaen, tbe( 

high^t'degt^eofeori^^fiilTV ^i^ unmingled within 
^stastea^'i&s^jaag off avii^ and >fear« From beingi 
aU^ajjTSidrkssed^hiideep uunimi^ it Witd ^ &rs1l 
imklgihed-b^^aa'iai' ^^leslastid^ itbooigh liiia sup-^ 
|N)bittdn /was vevy^ soon ' Idtid itside. - His harr 'vfm^ 
^fiM, ^ffnd his tall^ tod evi&iitl{f onto a'&leljd 
figidre-bentjlfaoiigh it-wiia- easy-ttypw^iw from:, 
U^ ^oarewoth, si)tTOW^fittribki^v|batxae% ^€b whid). 
grief had ploughed the deepest furrows, tikeat ithifi? 
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.w,af not ti^ ^e(?t oi.tim/^^^p.:thf^t^}^ M^f9f^ 
yfh^vf, the ^^fsm^ gimmiyi, j^i\i. 1i^^c^\efijiimm^ 
tal siuffering of the; intepufifi^t andi.ni^^.^iii^tsn^ 
nature, h^ l?pwe4, tQ tihe^.dwt^ - » * ■ v t. 1 1./. 

Previous to his arrival, an old, htit-iSii^dKa]^ 
si;^ed i)a^n3ion^ helouguiig tq ^ lin^e^t ^^id^of^ed 
family, was taken by an agent twbQuCftmefjflxjwp 
from Dublin, which having hieen cQfiipJbteJjr i^nd 
careftilly repaiired, waa. fitted iijif jwitbi -pJ^itiMjufc 
handsome fumitujre that arri^d. in tAXi9y4>vtiiWaB 
soon followed by the master andthi^: hou^^hfd^j 
which coipisisted of' an elderly .houeeke^efcj ted 
two other female donabestios of • advfiiM^Qdl^yeisars, 
and a tall, powerful, burly looking. iniM3,i a. ^otchr 
man, whos^ look and bearing wo^ aitonci^ hm$i 
proclaimed the discharged soldfj^T^ had etvfe» Afe 
circumstance of a slight lamen^^, (4iie:re$ldt lOfii 
severe wound in the hip, which howevi^ ^omrc^Jr 
interfered with the activity of hi» mAv^meB|te,). Itetfi 
wanting as a corroboTyatioutpf, thei Wspicipni' . i)iif5 

On their fiyat- arrival ev^?y .eff<vrt ^a& mfnA&rtb 
obtain through the s^ivant^. soi<k<i i{|lari%ti<MnitiflL 
regard to their m9i9tQr, but wi^ut iSlu^eesBC'.^hfe 
females,, who we;re English, w^re. cold jaaftdjores^rsred, 
and eit]ier w^r^,,Qr ^i£Eect^.to;be,feni^(Jiy fgtiloiafflit 
of eve^ipg j^divs ^.!^ 'tft.tlw pwba.of 
their engagement, which was only a.)|Q9f 'tfofilB 



pteriotte, whae'tH^ keen grey eyed of tKe Celt 
-seeiifteid 'id e^)«ess a malicious pleasure in altem« 
1/t^y raising' and' baffling the curiosity of his 
auditory, as they sought for similar intelligence 
fi»m himself. 

in one iJistaneelhe presence of the stranger was 
■quidkly" found to be productive of considerable 
Ijenefit t6 'the surrounding peasantry. If not 
Wealthy, ihiBcftrciiixnstances appeared to be by no 
ineatisf limited, and numbers of the poor found occu- 
pation in laying out and working in the grounds 
land pla/0Ltations surroundingthe house ; while to the 
sicfc, the infirm, and the unfortunate, his purse was 
^ker op«n to an extend that caused him to be re-« 
gavded wiA reverence and respect ; and when in 
hk solitary rambles in the neighbourhood, made 
jgdnerally in tiie evening, he encountered any of the 
Ubouring population, every hat was raised, while low 
and' deep, yet fervent blessings, from men, women, 
and children alike, were invoked upon his head. 
•Ifforiwas it' in thii instance alone that the stranger's 
sakflmetiee wad felt and acknowledged; as in the 
fietiott 'fights, whidh sometimes took place, his 
"boice^ i?alsed'to a pitch of stern command that 
tinkStiUed alike both fear* and attention, was ever 
tsofficient iw still • the "ftimult;<iTeh when it raged 
'•lhe)-fleBie*t.i- -,'' ■■ " ■' '■■" ■■ ■' " ' '" " 
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Of the resident gentry of the country there were 
veiy few whose seats were immediately near ; and 
as any advances made to the recluse were invariahly 
courteously but firmly declined, he soon became left 
wholly alone in his solitude, the only enlivenment to 
which appeared in the exquisite music which, ema- 
nating from a master hand, was constantly heard, 
particularly at night, proceeding from his dwelling. 

But the neighbourhood came to be seriously dis- 
turbed, and murder and agrarian outrage, the se- 
quel of the unhappy risings of 1798 and 1801, which 
up to this period had not been altogether repressed, 
became at length so open and daring, as to stalk 
abroad in the open day ; rendering it imperatively 
necessary on the part of the Government to have 
recourse to the most energetic measures for its sup- 
pression, the entire province being consequently 
proclaimed and placed under martial law. During 
the prevalence of these scenes of anarchy and 
violence, the stranger had not only never received 
the slightest molestation, but when even a suppo- 
sition was raised, in regard to the existence of such 
an intention, a sturdy band voluntarily cai^e 
forward on the instant, and under the direction of 
old Archy, the veteran Scottish soldier, kept watch 
and ward around the premises, with the emphati- 
cally expressed determination of giving a good 
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account of whoever should dare to venture near 
with any hostile purpose. 

But the retired mode of life of the stranger, his 
siipposed foreign extraction, and the inflexible re- 
solution with which he shunned all approach to 
intercourse or society with any one, and it is not 
improbable his very popularity in the neigh, 
bourhood, led to himself in some measure falling 
under suspicion; and accordingly, one day, Mr. 
Edwards, the name by which the recluse was 
known, was waited upon by the stipendiary magis-^ 
trate of the district, who requested him to commu- 
nicate with the General commanding the troops, 
Sir Eichard Osborne, to whose authority the civil 
power was now subordinate, and who had recently 
established his head quarters about five miles dis- 
tant. The stranger started, and for the moment 
seemed much agitated as the name of the Comt 
raander was mentioned, an incident which did not 
escape the vigilant functionary's attention : what- 
ever interpretation, however, he may have applied 
to it of a sinister nature, received but little cor- 
roboration from the bearing of the recluse, who 
courteously, though coldly, if not haughtily, im^ 
mediately acquiesced in the measure he suggested. 

Within an hour afterwards his servant was 
despatched in a car^ with a sealed packet to the 

C C 
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General^ inlo who0e h^cte/alcaa^ he ,w^ iiiatnictcd 
to deUrer it. Archy e;s%cuted bis cammii^sioa "^ith 
Ibe promptitude and praasiou o£ a& old soldier, 
wd fomad the Comwandw: engaged with the 
magistmte already lefeired to, from whom. he was 
in all pTobabUity xi&ceiidng a report relative to his 
momii^'s visit to the stangex. Qu breaking the 
seal, aod peruabg the letter, the General seemed 
deeply and strangely moved, as ha h^f ina^odjbly 
uttered, " Grood Godl can this be possiWe?'* Biaing 
fifom his seat, he for some time paced up and down 
the room, to the evident surprise of his confederate, 
and then suddenly turning to the Scotsman^ and 
aacertabing from him how he had come, raqjoested 
him to drive back to his master at* once^ .ae he 
wished to accompany Urn. i 

Apologising to has astonished compamopp and 
desiring that bis horse might be sent after .hjm^ the 
Greneral hastily quitted the apartment^ apd m9|i,i;it;iiig 
the car with Archy, they proceeded. with ,|iU flR?^ 
, to the recluse's dwelling. . , .. 

The interview between t^e tT^o.wa^,J[<?pg.and 
protraeted, but what passed never ,a%risr$)rds 
transpired. On its termination Sir Bifliard fli^iji^ 
the house in a serious and thoughtful niQf)^ .^t 
the fedlowing day jretun^ed, ,a^cop^)wied l^jfi J^ady 
O^borape. This Jac^yi a SpapJi^ by.b^flljt^j^ 



noi longer ybttng, stJll tetaitaed a degree (rf beatity 
at once dazzling and striking^ ^^fhichf, joined t*> 
accomplifihtnelitd of ' tbe highei^t totdre; iGltidmfi&in«t« 
Of the most feseinatmg anA agreeable description, 
had rendered her a nniversaVfevourite in the cLtclee 
of English society, and an Object of' still greater 
and more fervent regard to those brought ittto "more 
immediate lelatiottship and intimacy with her. 

This second visit to the stranger was even more 
lengthened than tihe first ; and on its conclusion, as 
the General and his lady took their departure, and 
the latter let down her veil, apparently to screen 
her countenance from observation, the traced of 

c 

tecebt tears were visible upon her features, the 
evident result of long and continued weeping. 

From this time, though the recluse himself never 
'deviated from the resolution he had formed on his 
first aAival' in the neighbourhood, he was con- 
stantly, almost' dafly, visited by Sir Richard and 
lLa(dy Osborne; the presence of the former being 
still deemed requisite in the countiy, though the 
large force' of tUe military quartered' there had 
qtti(5kly put a Stop to ^very Outrage, and estab- 
'Ilshed br3er and "tranquillity throughout the whole 
provhice; ' ...... . 

/ 'liad^ OSbotiie ^as' a perfect- ' mufejidan ; and 
»hi6'wouTd^-sohietiiftei§- sit for'iouns in the calm 
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mimmer evenings, singing the beantifol l)a]lad3 of 
her own sunny land — of the glories of the gallant 
Abencerrages, the might and power of the fierce 
Zegris, and the nobility of the Oastilian chivaby. 
— the effect of which npon the stranger was that 
nsnally produced by those souvenirs of the past, 
in which it is difficult to say whether pleasure 
or melancholy most predominates, as motionless, 
breathless, he would listen to the strains that fell 
upon his ear; deep and smothered sighs alone pro- 
claiming the intense and fervent interest with 
which they inspired him. 

As the autumn advanced, the recluse's health 
began visibly and rapidly to decline, though he 
revised to see any medical attendant, stating that 
he well knew the nature of the disorder which 
aflfected him, and the only remedy which could in 
any way alleviate it. Swifdy, though gradually, 
his disease gained upon him; and at length he was 
confined to his apartment, and obliged to recline 
altogether upon a couch, attended more constantly 
than ever by his attached Mends, whose presence 
invariably seemed to soothe and console the intense 
suffering he appeared at intervals to experience. 

One morning, when the keen east wind sighed 
heavily among the trees, scattering in i^owers Ae 
blighted and withered leaves now fast fidKng from 
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thek bxanoKes;, tb^ servajxt proceeded at the uaUal 
'jfiova to thestaranger's apartiiDeiit^ He tapped at 
the door, but receiving, no answer, opened it, and 
entered, and muck to hie surprise found that the 
recluse was abready dressed, and seated in a 
fauteuil, 'Alarmed, though he scarcely knew why, 
yet with a vague .presentiment of evil, the old 
soldier hurriedly approached his master ; — he called 
to him, but received no answer; he touched him 
on the shoulder, but he moved not, and then he 
glanced upon his countenance, one look at which 
sent a cold chill to the veteran's heart. The eyes 
were closed as if in sleep ; a calm placid expression 
pervaded the. features, upon which a smile still 
lingered; and the hajid had closed over a miniature 
qa^e in its nerveless grasp, the fingers being cold) 
atiff, and rigid. He was dead ] and apparently 
must hl^ve been so for many hourSj as. it was 
evident . the bed had not been lain in throughout 
the: night ; and the probability is^ . his . soul had 
j>l»iped;frpimits.ew:thlyt^ement, tl^e very moment 

hft,Wi«,pr^^ringfor rf^p^Pt .^ 

,. Afi . "thfi : s([?Idi^r , gJwqed .in n}p?»e?xtai?y stiipqx 

round, th^ apartment, his,,eye feli upon., a paper on 
th/e. ..wrijtipg table .^e^r^ igajsiUig. uppn .which, he 
found it; wi^ a memorwdum.df^te,(^>a.£^w days p^er 
ifioufiyWhiudi. fully ^^m^ 'tbiaifcltl^ i^ljif^ng^jWa^ 
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Well awate of, aftd MIy prepared f<Mf the^&t^ lise loieir 
must sooner or later be&l him. It simply bore 'the 
inscription — " My -will is in the left-'hftnd drat^fer of 
the btnreau, — should ftny sttdden accideiit oceiir, let 
Bir RicSiard Osborne be sent fbr on the distant" 

This document recalled the veteran to a sense of 
the duty that lay before him. He hastily sum'- 
moned the females of the household, who were 
horror-struck at finding their kind and indulgent 
master a lifeless corpse ; and then set out widi ail 
speed to report what had oceurred to the Gfenerai. 

Both Sir Richard and Lady Osborne weie 
quickly upon the spot, and on entering the chamber 
of death, the latter, throwing herself in a chair 
beside the dead, and clasping that now senseless 
hand within her own, exclaimed in a voice of deep 
and passionate grief — ^^ Oh, Heaven ! for his life to 
have ended thus 1 " 

The General gazed fixedly and sorrowfully fbr 
several minutes upon the body, and then said in 
low, broken accents, ^^ Farewell, brave and gaUant 
heart I may Providence grant you in a better world 
that happiness denied to you in this.'' He took the 
hand of his lady as he spoke ; she still coatiBniing 
to weep bitterly, and gently but forcibly removed 
her from the sad spectacle presentod to her view. 

A Coroner's Inquest was held, but a mediojd 



BtntBget'a decease, aod a verdict waa letomed of 
♦^" Died firom dieeaae of the lief^rt" The only 
additional eTidenoe that w«a called foir, waa th^t 
of the aervaat, a^d Major Geaesal .. Six Bidiacd 
Osborxke* The d€fK)siti(m of the foraier merely 
related to the first disoorveiy of his laaater's death} 
and diat of the latifier to a oorrohoration of hia 
testimony, with the addition, that he waa intimately 
known to the deceased in early life, but as any 
reference to this period was wholly unconnected 
with the subject under investigation, and could be 
productive of no good whatever, he must decline 
entering upon anything concerning it« 

The body was consigned to the grave in the 
Catholic cemetery, and was followed to its last 
home by the whole of the neighbourhood, amidst 
the tears and lamentations of all assembled. A 
very beauti&l sarcophagus of white marble shortly 

inacaaption : 

B. H. OBirP OCTOBER 181S ; 

a memento which seemed to intimate that the 
leoluae had. once borne ^ different name from that 
by which he was distinguished at the period of his 
death*. 
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The daj after the fimctal the win of the de- 
ceased was opened in pieaence of the anthonties, 
po claim of kindred whatever being asserted bj 
9^j one ; when it was ascertained that Sir Bichard 
Qsbome had been named sole executor, a sealed 
letter also in the hand-writing of the strai^ger being 
f^nnd addressed to him* 6j this, the fomitore of 
the honse, and the entire property it contained, were 
directed to be sold, and the proceeds^ nnited to a 
farther considerable snm of money, distributed in 
specified proportions among the poor of the neigh- 
bourhood and his domestics, the latter of whom 
were especially commended to the Greneral's care 
and protection : the only exception to this, was in 
regard to the paintings and -several portfolios of 
beauti&l and highly-finished drawings, the whole 
of which were bequeathed to Sir Bichaid himself; 
and some very fine, and apparently valuably jepelfli 
of foreign setting and workmaoship, .that were M 
to Lady Osborne, No record was left of afpy ojther, 
fands possessed by the dec^^ed, thoi^gh ifc wi^ 
supposed a larg^ paGk,etp addressed to agent^ei^iau 
of % medicfal pxofessipa i^ ludJ^, Jh^ J^Tirgpa, 
and forwarded to him, by the General,, hat^ reference 
to conside?:able property beloi^gii^g.to hinpi, ip-JtM 
country. , ■_.,,• 

Shortly after tranquillity had been restored in the 



disturbed ' districts, and the authority liad Ijeen 
• returned into the hands of the civil power, Sir 
Eichard Osborne returned to England. In Ma 
ancestral mansion, situated in one of our northern 
counties, there was a room which, appropriated 
exclusively to Lady Osborne, appeared to possess 
a singular attraction for travellers and visitors. It 
was hung with paintings, both oil and water-colour, 
from the ceiling to the floor, the whole being as 
remarkable for the beauty of colouring and execu-» 
tion- which distinguished them, as the variety of 
subjects which they embodied ; consisting, as they 
did, of portraits, landscapes, figures and buildings, 
derived from various climes and countries, the rich 
scenes of Italy and Southern Europe being inter-^ 
mingled with representations of the picturesque 
costumes, high mountains, and trackless forests of 
the East. 

Among them were several large highly finished 
acquarelles, descriptive of apparently foreign mili-^ 
tary service, the most striking among which was 
what seemed to be the portrait of an oflScer of high 
rank, clad in a cuirassier uniform, before which 
both Sir Bichard and Lady Osborne would often 
stand and gaze till the eyes of the latter filled with 
tears, as she murmured, " How like, — oh ! how 
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0f .iBterestiaad a^iralioiUi Xb^yrr^fy^ioe ^bii^gt^Mii 
6iu^ iidei of tibrenpiotpre. Qf< .tbei)QQ|[^Y9i 0$^t 
alluded to$ tW '&mt /repi^sto^a^. ft yowgi jgfrl <^f 
efac^msite lo^velioias, apparmtl^ mi It4i^M3<« <9 
Spaniard — the topreasiola.of.ivrhos^ffAt^lres seiemed 
emblematic pf melancholy sweetness, as with one 
hand supporting the finelj formed head, she leaned 
over the balcony of a gorgeous, palatial mansion, 
filled with the choicest and most brilliant flowers of 
the south ; — ^the second was also that of a youthful 
female, scarcely indeed emerged from the age of 
girlhood, of Eastern, and it would seem from the 
costume, of Indian origin. She was also of 
surpassing beauty, though in a wholly different 
style: the richly carved, half-opened coral lips, 
being expanded into a smile, expressive of a 
buoyant spirit, while the large, dark, lustrous, 
oriental eyes were fixed as if in playful, yet rooted 
and all absorbed attention, upon some loved object 
before her. 

Many and various were the conjectures and 
observations these pictures excited; not the less 
so, perhaps, that the curiosity awakened upon the 
subject, was heightened by the reserve it could not 
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Ml'iio 1)6 jremalrked Wfts obdeitved regordiiig them, 
by tie General and bis lady; trkose manner, 
cjottfteons and urbane as' it invariably ivfeBy never* 
theleBd intimated that any questions or allneionB to 
the paintings Referred to, were not* only highly 
distasteftd, but when too openly pressed or ad* 
verted to, became eiteemely pakfol. 



THE END. 



s. 0LA.Ty panrrsR, bread stbxet hill. 
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